
THE NÇEW MiONTIILY IMIAGAZIN9.

vvien lte barbarians coînmnenced tlîeir invasions :lield. ",'li e% k of tbis systein soon began ic
(conîiinuitir t0 arrive in successive swarms, trible appeai-, and were cosnfzriied in lise independent
pressed oit tribe ta conquesî and to plunder, and, establishment of the nobles, separiatei,-tlhe legs
in about tivo centuries, overwhluied Europe xvith cf ai povvcr hy thce qoyereian,-tlie Continuai pet-
thcir nutaîibers :-among tihcftil iat feil a prcy, ty coaîîesls of riai barons,-and tise sui>jug;uticn
"ud anîong tise rnost rcsisticss of that prey, vas of the people to a state of gross siavery. To lt-
lise great Romnan empire, which liad forineriy ag- tic icss icdnsperbiaps, than distinguisaed
grandized t0 itseif thie military g'ory c f tise wvorld ! Il Roman ru!,,, %vas nowv added universal ani

The character of these in% îders w-us fierce lira- prufonnd igtioraince,-ev-ery trace of liieratîre and
very-bravery uintinctured %vit h ie est degrec scienice an d law fi-ad been suvept away,-and lthe

of sofiness of nature, but inspired by Iiigh spirit barbarianî br:ouglt vviîla then no hiliierto uit-
,snd daring izîdepondence. 'iTheir revenge %vas re - knowen arts -%viilî witich t suppiy tbeir place.
lanties3 t0 the iast degree,-tiey eniployed nei- lThe bare flet cf their ignorance was not so un1-
ter strata-em nor treachery-but tîtese wvere un- foîrtunale z;s lise e% il cricainstances by îviih Iî

meeessary whlere o;.mryting wvus it tlicir Mnercy. %vas surronnded. Ttie! mina uas in tîtat sftn
Tltey sennaed to ý-ossess noe idea but tliat of car- vvilen il %vas incapable or exertion :frona being at
nage,-their passions were, without dout, nmcre First roused t0 indignation by flagrant injustice, il
I*erocioii - Ilai titose of th Most biood-thirsty ai - sunl Io abject and degrading obedietîce-ilte i-
aaals,-anid Ikacir progress, in 1ts efflecis, iîîigh i t of independence ami inquiry wero criisho'i-
wveli bear conaparison %wîlt te history of the <le- and th1e hbits cf those ;igea %vole siîniiar Io thesoe
luge. Tribe surccded tribe, as vrave sttceedeul of tise wvild animais of the forest. IlA greater
wave,-and tbat wltiel one iefi but parlialiy de- iiituttubr cf tîtose atrocious actions w idici ftl] the
Stroved, wvas lîtterly swept away by ils sitcceýssoî. niain of usan vvitb lsorrasr and astonisîimen 't, occur
Freli depopulating Eiit.opc- tbey tîîrtied aganst ia lite ltistory cf the centuries utîder review, titan
eaelt oter,-alnd tlle scenie cf bloodqslted, uite- iii tuaI cf lise sanie extetît in lise annais of 1Lu-

<luaiied by any otîter in tbe itistory cf înnnkiad, tope. If wc open lte lisory of Gregory cf
linoivn as Ille nMost ejlanlitous period in Ilîîniau oeurs, or cf any centemporary atlor, %ve meet
existetnce sitîce the days of _Noali, îvas ciidy ciosed 1% itli n seïies of deeds of ctucity, perfidy etid te-
lîy thc atortît bein- dreiîîed of ~î islibîc andt % enge, so vviid and enormotis as almost ta oxceed
Jînly, ard tlle coîtttries lteyond the Alps, peopled 1belief.*" This wvas the stato of Europe frotta the
-%illh new races, disl*tingunished 1)y mauners anahla- evenîi Io hIe CI :. enili cent ury- npwvards of four
bitsq from Iliir foi-nier inîtabitants, not more ob-: ceturies afîer the invading bordes lîad takzen cocn-
servable tItan dIlose whici spparaîze îie îar.lhei p.cle posses--ion of tîteir conquests.
and tîte leopard from tite do, or bit !loîrse.. .%li Fio:n te seventît CcItury înay ho datcd Ille
f"ormer institutiotns liîd been ,ivelpt :îw-av--t.v'r-i relu-cn cf ciNviliza!ian, antd te causes viteil-
Iàtt)-uanes nnd îtatnes apt e-;îf;t lic zio;ted by au émillintt historiaitare the foliowhîg:
citange obsurved ity a tri; ell<-r -;l blioit!d N isit 1-- 1«;Z,-lc Ortisa-desq, by %vîticit lite hiutmais
in sttccesanioî ]Fratnce and ïNew Zczaiand, ivotld i nat -mas roîîsed froîn ils !e1h;irgy te itntense ac-

t bo 'greatler, titan te total alteratiott n1hi-l iono-andît a sitintuulant Io imprevemeul, given, iîy
litd.tzaceni place iii lite aspect of Europe, occa- nbsera îg te advatîcc of otîter couitries in Ile
Sioted by lte itiroadi of the lbiibariuis. arýS

The prnciple on .,.Itiithiese ia irtt.udi' S d-u frmnig of citiez mbt rommutan-
conquests %vas e~ct;iyufirutfioni tua,. of. îcýz:, ta vwiic!i %'CiC granted tbe priviieges of tssu-

tia Roînans-liougit, as wvart; , ilia-y îýcrVed tc:ijîrisdictieît. TItis practice cou)ttieitccd in
uder a leader, tey mîadle va;- for îtetttselvcs, l!al-, ni.d epeediiye spîrcad titrougot Europe. Tt

zutd enjoycd lite fr-uits of Iltei-r % ictoi ies. lut con- arase f.um a pa-ospective %iew of lthe advintaes
sequonce of tItis pritîciple, on th1le selîctr cfý of cotiitterce,-tlte disiancc hTîiicîi separaed 'ru-

tîtese tribes in lte % arious coutaries of Europe, jlers froîtu ubheir Iîintsabjects, -Ie eltaployineuit
tîteir cottqum>ts wvere divided anî Itle iacrof lie lords in tlîcir peîty fcuds,-tle wealzttcss
and luis neîv sînle of afiair., w-as Ilte ccicîtrated whidi the constant recurrence of tese lind nIn-

Feudai Systin. Il cotasisîed in parcelling ont l!cis ypoecdi îoodrisaucita le
lands te lite in%.%ciag arniu, w-lics lzeet posseszion acaciiîed glaffly sints of imotîey for inianuniliesr,--
on lte îîndûrstanduîg tat ilie) v-cre 1o combîline all attdhe coîtabinalion of the people 10 sieze tilese
for the defeace of Oste counît-y,nctwil:igut d'ang.

ZhQ Snitîe lime, a leader or o~n f w !om ilicv 2'idTt acq1uisition of civil liberty and


