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«Harki 'tîb the twanging horm 1
Rie cornes, the herald of a noisy world,
WVith spatter'd boots, strapp'd waist, and frozen looka;
News fromn ail natione lurnbering at hie hack.
True tu hie charge, the close-paok'd load behind,
Yet carelese what ho bringe, hije one concern
la to conduct it te the deetined inn ;
And, having dropp'd the expected bag. page on.
He whistles as he gees, light.heartecl wretch,
Cold and yet cheerfal: messenger of grief
Perhaps te thousande, and of joy te sme;
To hîm indilferunt whether grief or joy."

These post-boys were a source of great trouble and vexation to the
authorities of the post-office throughout the whole course of their connection
withi that departuient, A surveyor who held offit..e about the commence-
nient of the eighteenth century, co;nplainingt bitt1erly of the tardiness of
the post, says, '« tlat the gentry (Io give rntich money to the riders, where-
by they be very subjeet Lo get7in liquor, which stops4 the miails.'*

Doubtless the teunptation of the aie house, the low rate of wage-. paid
by the contractons, combined with the frequtent bad roads and bad weather,
explain the vexatious delays which induced. Ietter-writers to inscribe on
the-ir missives> '< Be this letter dt'livered with great haste-haste-haste 1
Postùhaqte i Ride, vill1ain, ride-for thy life-for th y lufe-for thy life !,"

Dissatisfaction with the existing arrangements of the post was not, how-
ever, wholly due to the untrustworthy character of the post-boys Many
irregularities refiect discreditably on the post-office officiaisg. In 1635 a bi-
weekdy mail between London and Edinburgh was es.-tabiished, the journey
being limited to three day,. In 1715 six days ;vere required to performa
the sanie joui ney, which rate of speed contir.ued for t'orty years. This
retrogression indicates a sad Iack of vigor in the post-ofllce management.
It is worthy of note that Scotiand, in the year 1715i, could not boa'st ot a
single horse post, ail the mails being conveyed by foiot posts. During the
year referred to the first horsc post was estabiished between Edinburgh and
Stirling.

About the middle of the sev<ýnteenth century, stage coaches came into
use in England. For soîne time after their introduction they were
monopolized chiefiy by people of fashion, but they graduaily became th".
establishied publie conveyance of the country. Prior to this the 'only
vehicle accessible to traxellers of ordinary mneans w~as the carrier's stage-
wagg,,on, which, owing to its iumbering huild and the deplorable state of
the roads, miade only f rom ten to fifteen miles during a long summer's day.
The interior of this waggon exhibited none of the refinements of the
modern means of travel , its only furniture being a quantity of s.raw littered
on the fluor, on which the passengers could isit or lie during the weary
hours of their journey.

Unlike.travellingy in the present day, when one may go a hundred,
miles in a railway carniage withount speaking to a fellow-passenger, the
journey in the old-fa-ihione1 waggon brought ail the travellerb too close and
too long together to admit of individual isolation ; for they might be
associated for days together as cumpanions, had to have their refreshment


