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“TORONTO, MARCH 1, 1884.

Mirage,
. BY- SUSAN COOLIDGE.
Beyosn the rhin sirocco-fanned,
- The heat and hush of “desert sand,
-A belt of feathery palina arise,
“Traced like a vision on theskies.
~Cool waters ripplo at their feet,
O dream divine, be real as sweet §
We near, the mocking shadows flee;

@;a:rmer\-oiifpfffab: frpm ~which- the NOW Mexicdfax’:d Califoiinia, and- the
cawel draws nourish C €
times when the ani
a=long “journey, -th
diminisked, “The -conntri

 the- desert’ are _ahnost.

ment, 8o that some. ‘ is
mals-come-in from-, ndy-ground ' that camels have carried water for the
Qre: itliculty | niuleé,\iécdﬁbj:thefmenisdh[etiinéa for-
, more than a-week without onoe tasting-
balf his } it themselves, ’

But could we mount as cagles o,
High and yet lagher, we should see
“Where far, far off the real palns be,
" Behind tho falsv there-lndes the
true. B -

“Beyond the fog wreaths curhing gray
Ligs the brigh‘i stretely of wlear noon
, -day "7 {bands
There scas are blue and glad, and-
Of whnte waves leapon yellow sands,
The ancrry fisher truns his sal
“With never thoughtof cloud ur gale.
“We sadly sit, -bat conld we rise
_ . Abovethese vapors hoverng dun,
“Which are of joy the thun disguise,
“We too should’ laugh-"neath faugh.
“ing skies,
Behind the shadow hides the sun,

Ali, coward heart ¢ bo not a0 bhind,
Be not so shaken,-vahaut mnd;
As the grim shadow all men fear
-Draws nearer with cach urging year,
- A-hovering shape-which flits and
-lics, {skies,

And stains and blots-the_suniniest
Did we but dare to rise above

As angels do, emparadised,
Our cyes should sce the cloud re.
- .omove; T
-Behind the dread, the Fternal Love;
“Behind the death, the weleoming

“Christ ¢

H
Crossing the Desert.
OxE might-imagine thut the

-of -some great sea, ‘and—tlat
weary of its burden of wators

“being -doomed” never more to
-know the blessing of its cooling
-and lifepreserving prosence.
_The onses are depressions, and
“are of such-a-geological forma-
tion that the water_from some
“hidden spring ia-retained, and
-a'verdure nourished which has
-won for them from the-descrt
;travellers the pame of lslands
-of the Blessed. Were- it not

be -impomsible to traverse the
- desert even with the-aid of an
“animal-no wonderfully adapted
;%o _endure tho- peculiar -hard:

; ships, an'is the camel. Eupplied-

. Joog time with but ve

“arid Sahara had becn the bed-

bad refused to_hold them, and.

-for thewe resting-places it would

Grossixe-TiE DasERT.

y1 day'’s journey was accomplished. But | them.
o | stranger still is-the
t, | vision which. en
creaturvs to-toil be
sun for days witho
bave heen umed

:by risture with wonderful store-places ' soparated-as:if a sea-rolled-betwéen
_for food and drink, it-can subsist for & { and were it not for this: t
-ay-the jostical-Arabs call i
the teparation would bo:greater.
desert. is_the camel’s home.
eat tho soanty herbage- that springs up

wounderful pro-
ables -thise patient
neath the -burning
ut drinking. “They,
in explorations in-

ry alight nourish. , Desert,” oool=breezes of the- sea, this.funeral-
region-only gives out burning gusta,
and scorching blasts_ which- soem :t0:
imus from the gates of hell ;-these ave

sment, The bump which we in our
; hildbood days imagined was eapecially
“provided to afford & sest for the rider,

mmanderof-one-expedition testifies-

The-_general ignorance con-
cerning the whole continent-of
Africa, and especially the desert
“portion--of it, has afforded -a- |
-strong- temptation” to such -as
“have penetrated into its secrota
-ta exaggerate them, and as we.
-#12 becoming better infornied;
tomo of -the traditions—of the -
prst _are -losing -their -terror.
Desert _ journays- are- certainly -
not luxutiously comfortable, but-
they are probalily attended with -
no :severer suff ring than bhas-
“been -experienced -in “mountain
climbing. But- nien- are- less~
inclined:to defy obstacles under -
a xcorching- sun whose - ener-
va'ing rays, reflccted from-—the ||
‘burning sand, acquire-terrible-
power, than amia a cold. and-
braciug atmosphiere, ~ -
Monsieur Pouchet graphic. | |-
ally desciibes-his approach to-
one of the -deserts -of Upper ||
Ligypt: N
“The eye only sees an un.~
-biroken- sheet of burning_eand. | |-
Not a cry, not & murmur is
heard, and scarce cven a loiter. )
- ing-vulture devours- the last | |-

-frugment of some camel which
bad- fallen-on- tho-ssnd, -and:
the bleuched skeleton-of which -
will soon be added to s0-many ||
others- now marking- out _the -
desert_routes. Not a.-cloud-| |
turnishies the azure of the sky,-
- uwdtabreath refreshes the air;
8 sun,-the ardor of which noth--
ing. moderates, pours down-its-
sparkling:light and_fiery. rays, -
burning ™ even through one's-| |’
-clothes.  The-motionless and-
“heated atmosphere-tortires the
face with-its fiery-breath, and | |-
-even-the sand-attains an -ex.|{
tieme heat. My thermometers
-being"hroken, I tried to ascer.-
“tain_the tempernture by plung.1 f-
“ing.ny hands-into.the super-. | |-
ficsalluyers; but at the-end: of -
a-few-seconds a stinging-yain-
zcompelled me “to withdraw-

“ Instead of the rolling wnvqa;md:

o



