TORONTO, AUGUST 27, 1892.

CANOE LIFE IN THE GREAT
NORTH-WEST.

RY THE:. EMITOR.

Wiar tho horseis to the Amb, the camel
to thy desert traveller, or the dog to the
uilauX, the birch-bark canoe 11 to the
fudian, The forests along the river shores
Boicld al] the miaterial requisito for its con
struction 3 cedar for its ribs,; Dirch-Lark
Bror its outer covering ; the thews of the
Biuniper to sew together the sepamte picces,
red pine to give resin for tho scams and
crevices.

“ And the forest lifois in it—
All its mystery and magic,
All the lightness of the birch-tree,
All the toughness of the cedar,
Al the Jarch’s supple sinews,
Like a yellow lcaf in antumn,
Like a yellow water lily."”

During the summer season the canoe is
he bome of the Ted man. It s not only a
bait, but A house ; he turns it over him as
protection when he camps ; he camies it
ong dist:antees over land from lake to lake.
il Liyond words, yet ho loads it down
the water's edge. In it he steers boldly
ub ito the broadest lake, or paddles
hregh wood and gwamp and reedy shal-
ow. Sitting in it he gathers his harvest
bt ¥ild rice, or catches fish, or steals upon
his e ; dashes down the wildest rapid,
braves the foaming torcent, or lies like a
bird on the placid waters. While the
reeSAre gteen, While the waters dance and
parkle, and ~he wild duck dwells in the
dgy ponds, the birch-bazk canoo is the
ed man’s home.

And how well he knows the moods of
he Nver! To gwde his canoe through
pime wharlin cdﬁy, to shoot some roaring
atetfall, to launch it by the edge of some
erctlysushing torrent, or dask down a
baming rapid, 18 to be a brave and skilful
ndian, The man who does all this, and

it well, must possess a rapidity of
ance, g Power in the sweep of his gaddlo,

d 2 quiet consciousness of skill, not
ktained savo by long years of practice.

An exceedingly light and graceful craft

the birch-bark canoo; a typo of speed
ind beauly. So light that one man can
psily carry it on his shoulders over land
here o waterfzll obstructs his progress;
nd 2 it only sinks fivo or six inches in
he Water, few places are too shallow to
oatil. In this frail barque, whichmeasures

where from twelve to forty feet long,
d from two to five feet broad in the
hiddle, the Indian and his family travel
ver the innumemble lakes and rivers,
nd the fur-hunters pursue their lonely
ng.

Canog travel 1n the Fur Land presents
hany picturesque phrases. Just as the

st fans tinge of coming dawn steals over

e cast, the canoo is lifted gently from its

z¢ of rock and )eid upon tho water.

e blankets, tho kettles, the guns, and
the paraphernalia of the camp, are

d in it, and the swarthy voyageurs
lizhdyin, All butono. He remains
the shore to steady the barque on the
et ard kecp its sides from contact
ith the rock. Tho passenger takes his
in tho centre, tho outside man springs

Iy i, and tho birch.bark canoo glides

¥ fro1n its rocky resting-place.

Fach hour roveals somo new phase of

ty, some changing sceno of lonely

grandeur.  The canoe sweeps rapidly over
the placid waters; noew buflets with, and
advances against, the rushing current of
somo powerful river, which seems to bid
defiance to further progress; amain, is
carried over rocks and through deep forests,
when some foaming eataract bars its way.
Witha fivouring breeze there falls upon the
ear the rush and roar of water ; and the
canoe shoots toward a tumbling nass of

rapid i3 thus ascended, sometimes searcely
gaining a fout a minute, again advancing
moro rapidly, until at last the lizht craft
floats upon the very lip of the fall, and a
hong smooth puece of water stretches away
up the streau.

But if the rushing or breasting up a
mapid is esciting, the operation of shooting
them in a L btk wGinve 15 doulily so.
As the frail Lach-dark nears the rapad from

SHOOTING A RAPID.

spray and foam, studded with hugo pro-
jecting rocks which mark a river rapid.
As tho canoe approaches the foaming flood,
the wyageur in tho bow—the important
scat in tho management of the canoc—rises
upon his knees, and closely scans tho witd
scene before attempting the ascent.  Sink-
ing down again, he scizes tho paddle, and
pointing significantly to a certamn spot in
tho chaos of boiling water before him,
dashes into tho strcam.  Yard by yard the

above, all is quiet. Thoe most skilfol
rovageur sits on his hocls in the bow of the
canoe, the next best oarsman similatdly
placed in the stern.  The bowsman peers
straight ahead with a glance Iile that of
ancagle. The canoe, seeming like a cockle-
shell in its fraulty, mlently appreaches tho
rim where the waters disappear from vies.
On tho very edge of tho alope tho bowsman
suddenly stands up, and bending forward
his head, poers eagerly down the oddying

rush, then falls upon lus knees agam.
Without turming s head for an mstant,
the sentient hand behind im fignals ats
warning to the steersman,  Now there 1s
no tuno for thought; no cyo 18 quick
enough to tuko n tho rusling scene.
There are strange currents, uncxpected
whirls, and backward cddies and rocks—-
rocks rough and gapged, xmooin, shppery
and po]ishcd—and lﬁu‘ough all this the
canoe glances like an arvow, dips likv a
wald binl down tho wang of the strm.

All tlus time not a word 13 spuken , but
every now and again thero is a quick twist
of the bow mdgl]o to ~dge far off some
rock, to put {lcr full through some bothng
billow, to hold her steady down the alope
of some thuadenng chute.

MAKING DIMES.

Tre United States mint in San Fran
cisco 1 said to be the largest institution of
the kind in the world. Just at the present
timo there i3 a !velv dewmand for silver
dimes, apd two of tLe moncy presses have
for vome timo been runmng exclusively on
this coin.  The process of dime making is
an interesting one.  The silver bullion 1s
first meited and run into two pound bars,
These in turn are run through immenso
rollers and flattened out to the thickness of
tho coin.  ‘These silver strips are then
passed through a machme, which cuts them
into proper sizo for tho presses, the strips
having first been treated with a kind of
tallow to prevent their being seratched in
their passage through the cutters. Tho
silver picces aro then put into the feeder of
the printing presses, and are fed to the dio
by automatic machmery at the rate of ono
hundred per minute, forty cight thousand
dimes being turned out 1n a regular work
ing day of cight hours.

As the mmnooth picces arc pressed be-
tween two ponderous printing dies, they
receive the letters and figured impresssion
in a manner similar to that of a paper
pressed upon a form of type. At the same
time tho picce is expanded in a slight de
greo and tho small corrugations are cut
nto its rim.

The machine drops tho completed comn
into a recciver, and is ready for the coun
ter's hands. The instrutnent used by the
counter is 1ot a complicated machine. 1t
is_a simple copper colound tray, having
raised ridges runmng seroes ity surfaco at a
distance apart the exact width of a dime.
From the receiver the money is dumped on
a board or try; and as it is shaken rapidly
by tho counter the piecss sextle down into
tho spaces between tho ndges. Al theso
spaces being filled, tho surplus comn is
brushed back into tho receiver, and the
counter has exactly 1,250 dunes, or 8125,
on his tray, which number 13 required to
fill the spaces. The tray s then cmptied
into boxes, and the moncy is ready for
shipment.  Thedirmoe docs not through
tho weigher's hands, as does the coin of a
larger denomination. One and one-half
grams 1 allowed for vamation or **toler-
ance’ nall silver coms from a dollar down ;
and the doviation from tho standard in the
caso of the ten-cont piece 18 50 trthug that
the trouble and expense of weighing comns

of this denounnation s dispensed with.,
- - -

Snow your scnse by mying much mn a
few words.



