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bccaine ahnlost universally a Inere worshipper of its synilbol,
with cereniofliai and custois tihat hiad lost ail signiticance,
auid prayers whose lneauiing Iiad long since been forgot.

IUntil late yeairs, their Vertý )r;ests, Wvho Must learn the
ZQIidavesta hy heart before they can Le adinitted to their
caling', wrere ignorant of the ol<l Zend tongue in which biheir
Sacred books are writteli, and, scrupîilous to the letter in the
observance of thoir rites, were ignorant entirely of thie loftiest
teachingr of their master, and even of the significance of the
rituial they practised. These things1 now are cliancred, and
the ohi pure teaching, th)oiigh with niany tudious, sonietimies

dis'ut¶i ~ ceremionies, is resumie1, and the simple c-Ced,
"cThere is one God wvIim ail] nust worship," is dear to the
Parsee's heart not onlv for its nii'ersa7lity, its l-ebacn
seope, but froni the fact that now~ for Ùhousands of years,
throughi success and t.hroughi sufl'ering, tbrough changes of
country, h)ome andi langruage, luis fathers hav'e adhered to the
,%vorsliippiing of Orunuzd and the honoringr of lire.

TRE IMSANCE 0F THE SUN.

ON E of the most celebrated miethods of imeasuriing thie
0distance of th'c sun is derived fromi a counbination of

experiunent.s on the velocity of lighYlt withi astronomical meas-
ureunents. This is a niethotl of very great refineunent and
beauty, and although it does not satisfy ail thie necessary con-
ditions, it is impossible in this lecture to avoici a brief reference
to an investigaition so reinarkable. The principle of this

ntodis easily enuntiated. Though the veloeity of ligh,,It is
stupen(lous, yet it lias been possible to mieasure that velocity
by experiimnent. The Lest determnations indicate that a ray
of ligrht N-ould flash o)ver a distance equal to seven times
thie circuniference of the earth iii a single second of tiune
(300,400 kilometres). A ray of lighit would travel froin South-
port to London in about the thousandthi part of a second.
The dimensions of tihe solar systemn, are, however, so consider-


