
strange coîiduct during bis last six rnonths
in C:olîee.

"D)o you retiieniber, 1)ave,» lie be-gan
in brokeni accents, "the football match
betweeii St. Bruno's arnd Colston Hall,
whien I iva- captain of our club ?»

A vision passed before nie of a green
field dotted witb players in blue and
whlite, and red and black suits, tal irees
surrouinding the lawn whose leaves suig
miusically in the breeze ; the hundreds of
glad hearted boys scattereci about, of
wbhom 1 nîyself wvas one ; tbe chters that
relit the air as ive bore froni tle field
our liandsomie. strong, Young captain, bis
blue cyes. fuil of laugbîter and bis face
glowing with manly health !And %vas
ibis lie who sat beside nie now, tbis mnan
witlb the swolien, inflarned counitenance,
and bleared bloodshot eyes ?

Ye-:1 I d:d renienlber that football
nmatch, but wvas suî prised tlîat it should
be now in Carbery's tboughts.

III rernenber it !" lie conîinued veheni-
ently, 4'aye to %vell ! It was an eventful
day for mie. I swear to you, Dave, that
Up to thc evening of that day I wvas a
hîappy and innocent boy. I intended to
bc a priest, 1 told nîy mother so, when she
dying, and it mnade lier lhappy. Poo r
m-oîlier!1 thank lîcaven she did flot live to
see nie conieto bis i Oh, rny GodI -

He resied his hecad on the table, which
tfiirly shook witlî the convulsive niove-
nients of his great franie. I patted bis
hand as 1 wvould a child's and ivaited in
silence until hie should go on.

,-,ihait niglit 1 'vent honme %with Maggie
Merivale-poor .\laggie! You remeni
ber hier? She died three )-ears ago.
Poor child ! Wliat a hideous niffhtnîare
lier love-dreani was! 1 Men I %vent to
the devil she staycd by nie, but the nuns,
God bless ilieni. lîad lier for a year before
she died-

"As I an a mian Dave, I meant only
ain innocent flirtation, and 1 thoughit she
kriew 11, but - well I went home Nvith
lier after tlîat football match, lier brother
H-enry called me aside and told mie that
lue bad discovcred that lus sister loved
nue, thant if I wvas an ho~norable mari 1
sluould inarry lier, if not, 1 nîust answer
bo jin.

'"I wasn't afraid of inui, Dave, but I
knew 1 hiad dorie Nvrong, and I deternmined
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to niake the only anliend p)ossihle, though
it sbotild lose nie niy soul, .as 1 believed
il ivould, and it lias. I asked Maggie to
nîarry nie and wvas accepted. I left tlîe
bouse, wvent straighît to the botel wvbere
tlie Coîston Hall -fellows were staying,
and drank rnyself into tlie state of intoxi-
cation in wliich you saw nie! "

He arose, and paced the little rooni
witu bis lîands pressed against his brow.

1I got drunk then for thîe flrst tinie.
And now," hie cried, " 1hlave not been
sober ten îîiglits in ttn years! "

IIYou know wlîat a change canie over
nie after that nighî--"

IBut," 1 interrupîed, ':t}ie lasî nionth-"
He ivaved lus hand-
IIOne niglît I 'vould flot talce bier to the

theatre because you told nie tlie play "'as
not a fit one for lier to see. W\e quarreled
and slîe released nie irom nuy engagement.
I wzis free!1 Heavens, lio% hîappy I wvas!
- till tlîe last niglt-

IIThe poor girl was really fond of nie
and alinost broke lier heart over tlîe way
slîe had treated nie. WVould fluai she had,
rathér than the task should have been lefî
for me! Our last night in Collegze she
sent nie a note asking me t0 conie to see
lier. I went-nîy pity overcanie nie and
the engagement was renewed. Just as I
lîad donc before I atemipted to drown
wvifl liquor the renuorse 1 felt for tlie
broken promise to God and xiy dying
niomber. WVlilc drunk I niet Henry
Mierivale and attacked lîinî. He defended
hiiself wvell, as ruuy face could show at
tlie tine, and i lasi I ivas carried away
liv sonie one or otlier and brouglît t0 rny
roou in the College. WVhen I awoke
next niorning you were stiUl asleep and
tuot daring, 10 face you 1 siole away.

"gSix nîontlis afterwards, M1aggie and I
were muarried. I liad no profession, no
inclination tp prepare for one, I started
10 lceel) a liotel iii Bristol, but soon drank
away ail rny own and nîy wife's noney. I
becanue a bankrupî.-then 1 began to
]ive by y uvits. I %visa gamibler and
worse-a card sluarper. It wvas not safe
for nie bo reniain long in otue place.
England got 100 huot for mre, so 1 crossed
the ocean and drifted about tilI I found
nuyself here where I arn known as <Bunco
Charley."'

4'i\ry uvife's loving lîeart bore rip bravely


