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MODERN MARTYRS.

I farmner ages the test8 of fidelity to, Christ were sovere. Go into the
Chuirch of Sai Stefano at Rame, andi the panels set forth the tribulations
tbrough -%ich the early disciples entereti the King(,doii of God. Steplien
was staned, Peter crucitied, James beheadeti, Paul torn ta pieces of wild
beasts, if these traditions be true. Sanie were baileti in cauidrans of ail;
others were stretcheti on the rack, burneti at the stake, hurieti alive; no
ingenuity was spared that could, by the refirienients of cruelty, put faitit
ani tztit!ftulness ta, the test.

1itt ixn these days we faice no sucli harrors and terrors. The tests of
Chiristian character andi loyalty are no langer exile, persecutian, iiniprisonl-
ment, torture and] death. Civilization lias brouglit toleration, andi made,
cruelty distasteful even ta those wvho are not Christiau disciples. In.
eniliffltened caîniunities the profession of Christ is rather a gliry than a.
shaiiie, andi tho ehur-ch is the highway ta, papular respect and regard. In
Gad's providence, ta canfess Christ is xîo langer linketi with loss of
pr-opei-ty, liberty ar life.

Is there thien any roarn for martyrs iii modemi tinies? Are there tests
af our piety andi loyalty ta Christ, whichi, though difiierent ini fora», are
as tleciaiive as .the, aid ordeal of fire?

i. The moadern martyr is lie wvho dares ta live an u û ldl lfe.
liefore the days wvhen Constantine 'wcdded the profession of piety ivith
the possession of state patranage(, secularisn liad beguin ta invade the
hanse of Goti. The spirit of the wvarld was shaping the doctrine, deport-
ment, policy andi pality af the Church. Worldly mnen and anlaxims and
mleusures began ta contrai and prevail, and even the Reforinationi of the
.idixttla century, which titi sa mueli ta revive evangelical faith, did
verv littie to divorce Church andi State, anti separate the secular frai» the

sritual. Natbing is more needeti ta-day than. pi-acticai separation frani
the world, axat ini foras like, the anchaorite, but iii fact, ini spirit, like the
Mýkaster, who even at the wedding feaist ut Cana ruanifesteti forth bis
glor-v. To bie brave anti iinterpiti enough, Iirniy ant fearlessly ta pratest
both by bis lips aind fifie against worldliness ini the Church ; the spirit of

casu iivttiii, hritin.equality ; the spirit of tfislion turning the
li sauscred antil soleniii things ; the spirit aof selfiishness that, snieers

at, seif-deaial ; the spirit of rationalisni that -woulti take out frin the
.Bible* aIl miracle and iiyste-y,-all this deannts the faith anti firniness
of a~ martyr ta, witlistanmil and oppase. .The drift is toward thta warld, anti
lt whio swinis lieaveawarti opposes the current. Thù preaciex, fixe
e-ditor, the disciple, who iii these tinys dlares patiently, constantly, firmily
tu . st.nu up)" for spiritual truth, worship, teacliing andti oly living,
iii-ay stili fixa] that Ilai wha wiii live godly iii Christ Jesus shlnd sufièr

2. Thecre is rooin for iaurtyrdani stili in unswurving loyalty ice Scnpture-
Jl'E1';leuul practice The teutiency always is to iaake voici the Word

<of (ud throughi hnman tradition, ta disreg«,ard, the divinc pattern of
liteavenily things, andi introduce, inta Gotis bause wliat is foreigit ta the
hpiriri of the (lospel. Frain time ta, time devant andî godiy souls


