Emi BB =,

347

PROVINCIAL LEGISLATURE.
From the Novascotisn.
Pay of the Legislative Council,
Houvse or Assempry.—Aruin 10,

Mr Uniacke, in absncv of Mr Dudd, who
had given notico on the subject, rose to move
thiat a sum similar to that appropriated to each
membur of the Assembly, be grauted to each
of the Legislative Counesl, who did not reside
in Ilalifax. He (Mr U.) consiBered that no
wan should be expected to devato his timo to
tho public, entrusting his private concerns to
others during his absence from home, without
being saved from actual outluy, 1f this were
denied, the House would place the country in
an upplensent condition ; men of thought and
probity, bus not of fortune, in ench of the
countios, would bo deterred from giving their
sorvices to the pubiic, on accourt of the expen-
cos which would ensue, Tt would be ensy to
discover inthe Council,as now constituted,
mon who should not be expected to come from
a distance on public business, without being
saved from pecuniary loss, The expenses
might be thought trifling, but including 200 or
800 miles of travelling, they were serions, and
moze than same could affurd, he wasastonished
to see tha list of exponses of one geatleman
who possessed the confidence of the coumty
whigh he came from, and of that house,—that
gantleman could not, in justice to his family,
tncur such an sxpenditure auother time, in ad-
dition to the loss and inconvenience of leaving
his busine:s te others during his absence, 1o
remove difficulties of this deseription from the
way of the Esecutive and 1he coun'ry, in en-
denvonrs to get the services of proper per-
gons, he would move the resolution nained.

Me McRim suid that thers was but Jitle
usc in bringing men from the country to serve
in the Counct, while a majority of that body
lived in Hn'ifax. It would be time enough to
move such # resolution ug that before the
House, at a future opportunity, when the
Cuouneil wonld be differently construcied.

Mr Hollund spoke tothe same cffcet, and
enwernied several counties which had no re-
proseqtatives in the Council,

Mr Doyl followed on the same sido; the
refusol of the pay might ocension individual
hardship, but un acquiesconce would be a
sanction of the formution of that body, which
should not be given.’

Mr Young said that the ultimate question was
hesut with difftcultics,-~refusal might accasion
hardships—on the other hand, the remunera-
tion of'a Legishtive Council in that manner,
would be against the policy in which n Logis-
Jutive Council was estatilished. fthataris-
incratic portion of the peaple came yeur after
year for payment to that Hosse, where would
its independence be?  Remoneration if given
at all; shounld be iy a bdl, whch ought to be
passed to cuntinue during the term of the
Assombly which should passit. Those called
to the Conncil Chamber should represent the
property of the coniitry more partieularly than
that Rouse did; they should form a gounter-
poise of the wealth of the country,—and would
1t be snid thay the Province could not furnish
ten or twelve persons of the requisite  descrip-
tion, withont the desired provision of 40 or
£5%a year? Should thows who sought near-
ly the highest dignity in tho country, stipalate
{or that paltry sun asene ofthe conditions of
their sccepumuce of the honor T 1f it should
be proved that Nova Scatia could not fusnish
men who would serye witoyt pay, ne would
unwillingly agreeto set the first example to
tite other Calunies. Whenhe found that the
tertile distriris of King’s County, Annapolis,
Digby, and-Queen's, didnot send & member to
that bourd, except the gentlenmn from the
town of Windoan, hie coald-not thoak that it was

80 constituted aae to give genornl satisfuction.
Some changes would be necessary und he was
notinclined to poss the proposed grsut this
session at leust,

Mc Huntingdon said, if the houss ~xpected
persons living at a distance to attend as mem-
bers of the Council, they should provide pny
for them. Remove thesitting of the Couned
to ane of the extremities nf the Proviace, and
soe how many from the Capital would auend
without puy. If they did not ngrec tu puy
until it wus constituted (o the satisfaction of
the country, it never would be sv constituted.
Tho effect of the non-paymient would be to
prevont persons from cotning from the coun-
try, and to confine members to the Town of
Halifux.

Mr Forrester suggested the introduction of a
short bill to enalle tha Grand Juries of Coun-
ties to assess for the pny of members of the
Legislative Council

ment if nocessary, not else. 1 they passed the
mensure at present, it would be with a view
that some members should not suffer depriva-
tions which they could not afford, but, at the
same tune they would be giving to some who
would not wish payment,

Mr Goudge opposed the motion, Ile did
not think tht the Council was selected accor-
ding to the Despatches, nnd he helieved that
whether pay was given ur not, the majority
wonld be selected frmin town ;5 the advisers of
his Excelieney would occasion sueh selec-
tion.  He was against an Elective Council in
a former sessiun, he thought the moede un-Lug-
lish, but hie had gince scen that there would be
no sutisfaction without snne such system. His
BEzcellency hed referenee to wenlth, and chose
porsons who did notrequire pay. ‘Those from
the country in the Council, were not from the
agricultural partions of the province,

Mrc DeEutremont spoko in favour of the pro-
‘praition,  Why should he get pay for comi-
ing to the House of Assembly, while bhis
neighbour should not receive any for his ser-
vices in the other cud of the building.

Mr McLellan saw much difference between
the reasons for paying members of Assembly
and mewbers of Council.  Look to the mode
of geding sents ineach end. Expences and
tronble had to be encountered to get a sentin
the Assembly ; if the expenses were all inclu-
ded, the pay of six years would hardly make
a balance.  He wounld be oppused to paying
the other branch, except they came to the
system that every one who performed any ser-
vice should be paid, and that none should do
any thing for the pablic without pecuniary
compensation. The Ilouse of Assembly, he
contended, receiviag nothing for their fabours;
let the DLxecutive Council, and Boards of
Revenue, ane all be paid.  If members could
uut attend the other Branch without injury to
themselves ond families, a Bill might enuble
Cuunties to assess forthe pay of such persons.

Mr Howe snid as the Hoon. Me Dodd, who

without wmoving it, he d-d not think that
woold be again brought furward 3 be felt obli-
gedireluctantly to oppost it now, and would
not vote u shilling for thre objcet under present
circumstances~-to do so would be to commit
an act offully and extravazeuce, and'to sanc-

ngeinst which the mpjority of the house had
remonstrated.  The member for Londonderry
had pointed out a strong distinction between
members of the two branchos, asregarded” re-
muneration. A gentleman who sat for a
while, for part of Cape Breton; spent £3000
in contgsting his sat—whut” his opponent
expended, he (e H.) conld: not tell ;- every'

on an ultimate expenditure of 200 to £3800

Mr Young would agree to n system of pay

first proposed the measure, had returned howe |

tion the present constitution of the Council,-

man who got a seat in the House had to reckon’

Some indeed recoived their seats with but liwtt¢
outluy, at fiest, but thoir feelings becamo inter-
estad o the questions which camo bofore them,
nnd they would resist attempts at depriving
them of thoir seats ; but few membors were
frequently returned without considerable expen-
diture—the trouble did not end at the hustings,
us those know whe had to dispute clections
before committeen of the house, ut the cost of
200 or £300 cach. The Counsel’s fee in somuo
of thoso cnses was filty guinens——ihese were
expenses which every member of the houso
was hable to, and which members of the
Council bnd no fear of.  A* mandamus gave
ench in the other eud his sear, und he wos
thus miade ‘“ honourable” fur life, without
trouble ar expense.  Thie selections had beew!
ull made with reference to the proporty fthe
parties, us o necusenry clement ; this should
be the ¢nse, and it will contiue to be, Whew’
he should find the "Council representing oll
pnrties and intercsts in the country, if it
should be thien shown that pay was necessary
tu sustain that character, he would bLe relue-
tnutly compelled to assent to such a measure ;-
until then it should not pass.

Mr Forrestall spoke to the shme effect.

Mt Dickey did not think it rightto call on’
persuns 1o come from a distanee on public bust-
ness without paying them. 'I'he pny of wewmn-
bers of that house wos all that was sought,
although perhapg the station of gentlemen pt
the other end requred more.  He would move
in amendmentto the resolution before the hunso
that the pay of mewmbers of that house who
resided 1in Halifax, should be appropriated 1o
puy the members of the Couneil who came
feom the conntry. He was sure that that’
would be concurred in by thuse wha opposed-
the original resoluion. (A laugh.)

My Bell said, that the influence of Halifux
had been frequently spoken of, but membera-
resident in the town, had cause to look pretiy
sharply ufter (heir country friends.  While e
felt that to refuse the payment dematded, -
would be a hardship on some, yet, taking an
extended view of tie subject, he was convine-
ed that the measure propoged was of dange-
rous principle. ‘The seats in the Council were
objects of honour and ambition, but if puy- was
attached, they would be posts of interest alyo,-
and wonld be retsined on that principle. - ‘That
hody waus intended to strengthen the hnnds of
the Gaveruor in apposition to the huuse—buz*
suppose its members to be paid,-would npt’
such destroy the balance of power between-
the two parties? Let the persons appoinved:
ta that Branch approach us near’ as possible
to notions of uristoeracy. 1f no such persons
were in the country, then the provines did not
uppear to be prepured for such a branch of’
Legisluture, Ile would not be inclined to poy
the Council, no matter how it should be con-
structed; he hoped that a premuture step wbuld
not be taken—if they passed the resolutionr
a period might come wiewr thiey would regre:
the circumstance.

Mr DesBarres said, that if he felt satisfied
that persons could be found tn varions parts of
the country able to serve withaut pay; he' woulid»
not agree to the measure, but he felt satisfied
of the reverse ; persous nnght be found- of thaz
description in the Western countries, but he
doubted respecting the Enstern.  He did not
wander at opinions respecting tho danger of
the mensure—it might be for the interests of
some that the majnrity of the Council shonlds
be selected from the town of Hubfax;-but tie
country feit intercsted in more general sefec~
tions, and to have these, pay should he provi-
ded—there wr's no analogy between Nova Scoe-
tia and old weslthy countries. Ifin the Ad-
dress ofiast session an imimution had een git
ven thint'the house would provide for pay for
properly constituted council, perhaps the resujn



