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THOI(MAS ALVA liEI)1$(N.

SEN tf gestim, are futnai inie r agieî11 ut -illu alled itia fes-tilitv tif
ICOYCti lICaili of vietw, wti ii-

<Iaalliatal, eulerg' anid p rsisteaîey. as a
gift ton i-are for Nature t4) bestow oftener
thln uce iii a ceitulry. X'Wliteî sul aL

nimu j> appas hues hiead aind Shiouiders
.11)e ias vi>ite Ii ijanries . anud tilat as
u Iwre rliii;Ls A.Xt a dia,, ol ausiaon

conîsenit stands to-day.
is asN the Cohl, tuec oft-r<.pcait4ed, story

(,! a loilur lia>n, tif humble paîelsage oif
setitdv :uail education, andu tvitla little if

aiy ea;uilhieht, discipline or ti a.,ui
stripaping the profouuidest thinkers of luis
tanie. :ad uîpnn tlîeir Owil chosei graund.
Edisoni oNwas ilotiaîg to tllu selinolI, ta su-
e;. ty, orl toi jiaretage. I le as a iatuiral
force, and ms sucla lias Mt last iladèu lus
owî tvav to universal recognaitioni.

Iedisoîi .s bonat Milais, Entie Couinty,
Ohio, ii, .1847. An alascutre octii:d village

of tige sîaaallest si?.e, i', %vas iot a plaîce
-%vlîere the adveiit of a -eaulus tvnu]d lie
looked for, if this elusive simirk had- the
habhit cf :~îa-tgaîivtvlere ac'cardiîig to

]>neýscflle(l fornulas. The' villagre of Port
Iluron iagn, to wlaicli lais faînilv ne-
înoved etiafter, andl wlaene the greatr
part of biis ynîitl %Vas psdwould int
)lave aflfîndeà a hetten pirospect.

Ilis fainily tvas naveaneo h
Iiiiitibler enkt Taene weu. inc cf iiutc

talents iii aily of its m8ellîbers 11apon tvlicli
-1 caimi ta Jîenedity cf atlàilitv toull lie

based. Of a niien of lirntliens anal sis-
ters nocue have slani uinliliation to-
%vard pursuits like the i,îvriltors otvn. lie
inav have taken frain his fatlier.--wlio was
iniitu- tain-. ua-senyiun, denier in grain,
iii luinlier. ai iii farni Lands -sni cf i h
rcstlmssnes whicli ]lis itsnpellecl limai to ac-

tivtv n S nanydifenet iretios.lie
took ais, a ond otîsituIn.lis ruothe-r

-of Scotch i )srentage, t1iough bora iii
~lsaliuctt- tasof god education,

andI lizd forniierlv bee na school-traclier -in

Cana1.d.L Silo nimarted toi rittflhlaLs aiaout
ad1 thc instruction froin toutsicle sures lit
ever rccivecl. O>f reguilar sclaoolin- lie
liaul no more than two mionitlls iii liis life.

wlVcin a child lie anîîase<l Iimiself îîîîacl
alotie, and doubtc.s if his quiet phLYS hlad
becti noteci there tvould lia, e liàeci cletect-
ed indications Of the faculty iii %vlichi hi.%
extraordinary future carcr ims iin,.olvcd.
le w.as in particular ai omnivorous rend-
er. Ile liaci thc intense curiosity about

the world wc inhlalbit, and its great mnies
;ad great lecdr, trînclà till lie found it
early trait in collnin iii almnost ail the
lives that have histories of their own to
leave bellin<l Uîieîî.

At tell lie tvaS rcacling Jlum&is IlEn-g
lanîd," G(ibb>ons Il ltçiiie." the "Penny En-

cycopsij,"and even souKi )ookS Of chiem-
istry, ivilaih caine iii ]lis tvav witli the rest,
anci gave, as it scemus, the direction to Ilis
future action.

At t,%:c-lve Edison loegaià the worlcI- - s
train-boy on the Girandi Truffk Ittilroadl of
(Jan.-ma and Centrai IMichii,'an. r) one
wvho ]ls noted the pirecocious seif-poss-es.
sion, the flippant cnnversational powers,
ani the sharpi financial <lealiaîgs of the
young persons vl for the înnst part
ahlnunid iii it, it dInes tnt sein a profes-
sion for the cultivatini of a spirit of quiet
rescarch, or the isinst tianrougli acquire.
muent of the sciences anmd arts. But it is

lfair to precsinuea Oint 'Master Edison at this
tianie Il.-VI n.) vert'cnpeesv schiiete of
<leveloputient preplare. It off'emd the inost
availabl e nmans of .1 live]lilind. lie %venit

mb>o it witla sucla a %vill tha.t iii course of
time lie becanie an emiployer o! labor, lia-
ing four assistants under int for the dis-
posai of lus w-arcs

CI Nerc yolu anc of the lkin< of train-
boys," lie lias bren ale,' whon sei fign iu
boxe:s with bott<rnis lhalf ai lu nli, 1"

«« If I rrcollect rig)it," lie replia'd, witUi a
nicrry tviinkle, - the hot tonus of niv- boxes
wvcrc a good itîchi.»

,%Vliol.p N'f). 16.


