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AXERICAN INTENTIONS.ÂMIXTURE of motives is apparent lu tise receut
action of ieading Anerican afatesmen, in efer-

once te tisis country. Dissatisfied wiftiste dignified
iseufralit>' of Engiand, Mm. Seward outwardl>', but
vaini>', seeks te, find in if an excuse fer tise prolonga-
tion of a ebelion tisat ho prodicted wenid ho qnelled
lu s fow weeks or meuths at moaf. Paudering fe thse
passions of tise leweat grade of bis feliow-citizeua, asýd
hoping tiscrein te fiud popularif>', ho nover loses s
public occasion te utter sentiments wiich are readil>'
couatrned inte hoafilif>' te England. Ansd beyend al
question tise rigid enforcemont of tise passport regu-
lafions, almoat prohihitiug intercommunication, is a
part of bis achemo te show a potf>' spite teward Eng-
land b>' injuring Canada. His persistence lu tis
natter ho cannot but 500 is dail>' depriving lits counutry
of tise sympaf b> and good-wil of' a large number of
Canadians. lu this sud etiser respects ho la but fui-
filling tise mot auxieus desire of tise Confedemate
piotters who plannod tise ecet raids from this
Province, heping themeis>'te embroil tise fwo ceuntries
lu trouble. Tise preventien 0f a epetitien 0f tliese
raids b>'tise passport rogulationa, is on al banda ad-
mitted impossible, especiali>' if our people fiud tiseir
efforts te, discourage and fhwart fliem miscenstrued,
sud appreciafed oui>'b>' illibersi sud etaliator>'
neasures on tise part of tise United States. Again, tise
basf>' sud iil-considerod action of Cengress on tise
motion te abregafe tise Rociprocif>' Treat>, sud tise
unaninit>' of tise vote iu dealtf af sin1gle conclussive
argument, indicafes an undercurrent of sentiment,
for tise expression of wisicis tiis was but made tise
occasion, spart aifogefiser from fthe question of' inter-
est, or rigist or wreng. Mr. Soivard sud Mr. Sumner,
wiso iutroduced tise motion, have, ne doubt, an under-
sanding lu fuis natter. It is aisurd to thîiuk tisat

fues of a moat eveufful career, suais a conaumma-
tien could ho aftained, ho migist, isumani>' speaking,
die happy. Net oui>' hewever would suds an objeet
bo wortisy of tise moat strenueus efforts, but a great
constifutionai prehien wouid ho aolved. A efurraof
tise Sentis te its allegiance te tise Union is ne deubt
confempisfed b>'tise Washington govemument; sud a
condition of ifs eturu wiil undoubtedi>' be ifs posses-
sion of ail tise priviegesansd immunifies which if
formeri>' enjoyed. To maiîstain tise ascendene>', or
tise balance 0f powver, uew territor>'lu tise Norfth
wouid ho advautageeus, sud wifh iftishe part>' te wiich
Mr. Seward beiongs miglis hope te sf111 hoid tise reins
of govemumeut.

Tise recent movement towsrd Confederation of al
tise Provincees, and tise snccess wiich is likel>' se
rapidi>' te followv, ne doubf basteus tise action 0f Mm.
Sewsrd sud bis compeers. Dividedsud weakenedb>'
part>' strife sud sectional coutroversies, tise Proviuces
spart could nover take tise stand w'lici-uuifed sud
consoidafod-tse> promise te occupy. As a chain of
distinct goeommeuts, witli few interests in common,
tise Provinces haveo iiierto proeoued but littie of a
sts'oug or onduring cisaracter, whie tise sentiment
sud cisaracter of tise people appareufi>' parteek far
less of a national or indepeudent nature than if wiii
under a communion of intere8s. Tisaf this sentiment
and cisaracter ivili ho strougi>' Britlis, ne eue thinka
of den>iug; sud Mm. Seward must see lu tise measures,
proposed tise prospective establisment of a greaf us-
tienalit>' on bis borders, wiicb, wifh tise oponing up
of tise North-West, tise discoveries of minerai freasures
sud tise improvemont of internai communication, ns>'
in tino beceme a rivai of his ewn country. Tise pro-
seuce of suob a power te au ambition confinod oui>'b>'
tise limits of fisc continent canuof ho regarded wifis
favor.

resoîtien se iargely affecting the relations between As a people the Americans have a mest exaggerated
thse twve countries, could emnate froim tho Committee idea of the superiority of their own system0of' gevern-
on Foreign Affairseiithout thse concurrence of! the ment. They have been taught to revere their constitu-
Chief Secretary of Stafe, whose peculiar province if is tion as a Ilheiaven hemn gift," as something se perfect
te guard these relations. Tise conclusion is Obvious, that diviuity only ceuld have originated it. This les
that oue mnd directs the wviole teoer of recent occur- ail right enough, and ne one will quarrel wftls their
rences towards thi8i conntry; and that mmnd is MIr. contentment. Dut they make the mnistake tO suppose
Seward's.. other people have the samoe notions. We are sure net

Anether motive, however, than that of mere petty a few Of our readers have been amused, lu their con-
spite in retaliation fer fancied wrongs, impels the tact wvth even intelligent Americaus, te hear thein

American government te pursue tîmir prosent poîicy express surprise at the continnance of the monarchical
toward Canada. Thse great majorify of the most system of goverument, especiaiiy on this continent.
respectable citizens do not desire war witis En gland. A large portion of them have been taughit te believe
Thse great body of fthe people are sick of war. Tise the Englissi goverumeut ivas but a system of despot-.
accumuiated debt of tise country presses heaviiy upon ism fromi which their forefatisers made a most for-
every branch of industry. While their curreucy is tunate escape; and we hav e met numbers who have
iufiatcd, and thse hope of an cariy peace keeps alive been at a loss te perceivo the sight but streug bond
confidence ini their menctary system, and while pros- which bound this colon>' te the motiser ceuntry. Mr.
perity seems abundant on every hand, there is much Seward himself, ten yesrs ago, wisile a guest of one of
tslk of an abilif>' teIl"whip ail creatie." There is not the leadiug mon of Teronto, expressed sentiments
ranch denbt, that, at tise irst signe of a uiew struggle exacti>' akin te tise; aud made the predictien, whicb
withawarlike nation like Engl and,ftheir baseiess finan. lie siince publici>' ropeated at St. Pauls, that thee fîme
ciai fabric wold fade and leavo nethiug but a wreck was net far distant when thse American Union would
beiind. The enermons waste of biood and freasure include the whioie continent. An>' one at ail con-
whicb the American nation have been suffering lu tise versant with the American people wil confirm fthe
iast four years, the aitered social condition whicis sucis a statement, that as a mile tise> think Canada is oui>'
great struggie wili preduco, and abeve ail, thse profit- waiting te be asked te jein tihe Union, and that the
able fild tisat, on tihe advcnt of peace, the South wili annexatien party, fiseugh tho>' hear nothing of it,
opens te white labor;-thiese, with a thensand otisor muet be large aud influenfial. How grossiy mistaken
consideraf ions, compel the conviction tisat there wiîî this idea is, we need scarcel>' point eut. Never in tise
ho ne war b>' tie United States witis Engiand, at an>' histor>' of this country was there less disposition te
rate fer the present. However belligerent Mr. Seward mako a change of rulers tisan new; and certaini>' the
may appear te be, wistever may be tise tene .of his hisfery of the United States never presented a time
dspatches, and the interpretatien of recent occur- when admission into the Union was lesa te be desired.
ronces undor his direction, we are porsuaded that war Iu Canada the man who moots tise desirabilit>' of an-
is net the end wlich lie seeks. We know if from a noxatien is at once a mark for suspicion; and tisere is
source altogether indisputable, that his private cerre- ne more prospect at tise present moment of our heing
spondence wif h Lord Johin Russel is amicabie in the annexed te the United States, than there is our being
extremne; and that Lord Lyons at Washington, and aunexed te the Moon. Mr. Sewamd, howevem, bas
Mr. Adams at tise Court of St. James, are streng in evidentiy diffrent views. H1e fancies if wil equire
the beief on tise ceutinued frîendship of the two ceun- oni>' light pressure te induce Canadians te corne inte
tries. Ne: another motive muet be found for Mr. thse Union,-at most, a fear of war willi do tise busi-
Seward, aside fromn a deire te bie pepular witis the neas. Accordingi>',lhe takes advantage of the smallest
mob, te wisose bad passions lie panders and thus feeds. pretext te enforce an antiquated and absurd pasaport
He1e 18tee able a man te rua large riska te attain that system, and attempta the abrogation of the Reciprecity
wbich couid be attained with less, and bis ceuduet Treaty, practicailly sbutting bis country againat eur
toward Canada bas for ifs ebjeot a sehemo far more people, and ifs market te our produce. 11e wiil bc
compreliensive tisat tise mere gratification of 11-cen- dlsiippoiiited if he expects sncb a policy wii make
ceived spleen. Bis aim and ambition as a statesman annexation any more probable: lie may take more
la, Do doubt, te quit public service witis bis country decisive measures, but tbe sanie resuit wiil follow. But

net eni>' estored te peace and prosperity, but te have we belleve ho will neyer go tise lengtis of an open rup-
ifs territery largely augmented, ifs population in- ture with England te carry eut his deigus; and
creased, ifs power msgnlfled, and final>', te be with- hence, we bave ne fear of war.
ouf a rival on titis continent. It ls cerf ai>'y a dresin We are cenflrmed in this belief b>' the confidence we
wrtby of a great statesman. If alter ail the miafor- have in Mr. Lincoln's pacillo intentions. Ris abserb-

a

t

ung anxiety new must be te be at peace at home; and
after tise terrible ordeai tismeugis which bis country
has passed, ise cannet desire war abl-oad. Thse re-
construction of his cabinet in March will prebab>'
levelepe thia intention. lie will likel>' cail about
him men of moderate principles, dispense witi tise
extremists of ail parties, and address himseif te tise
task of ohtalning an honorable and lastiug peace. If,
as is heped, Mr. Adams, tise present ambassador at
London, shouid succeed M.r. Seward, a marked change
viii be certain in the cenduct of foroign affaira; and
s'e have littie fear but tisat the relations between thse
LUited States and Canada will ere long be restored te
their fermer satisfactery condition.

COMMERCIAL LAW.

T R1E foilowiug questions have arisen witiiutise lsst
few wceks in tii cit>'. Their answers are, of

course, but tise opinion of our legal editer, and-
doctors dilffer."'

Question.
John Jones, a failed man, holding nofbing in his

own name, la deing business in Upper Canada iu tise
name of' William Robertson. Joues bas ne power of
attornsey from Robertson, yef buys geode in his naine
from James Jenkins & Ce., wbo make eut inveices te
Robsertson, sud mail then te bis post office. Several
paymenfs have iseen made by Joues lu Rebertson's
name, but Jonkins & Ce. have neyer had an>' com-
munication direct from him. Can Rlobertson be made
liable?

.dnswer.
If if can be shown tisat Robertson was aware tisat

Joues was using bis name, and did net repudiate
bis purchases, or den>' bis autherif>' te purchase in
bis (R.'s) name, Jeukins & Ce. can held Robertson
hiable. Robertson migit clear himself by proving
that tise credif was in fact given te Joues and nefte
binseif; but lu tise case as above put tisis couid hardi>'
be doue.

Question.
Il. Reading, deing business in Western Canada, gets

involved, and b>' deefi whichbcheand bis creditors aigu,
Moreton, a Bank agent, i8 appoiuted Trust ee, and is
piaod in poooodoiun on bobaif of ail tise creditors, in-
cinding tise Bank, te receivP. a eempostion,-the
Bank te be paid in full. Tise deed limita tise trust te
two yeara, attse end of wisich fine ail generai crediters
have received tise composition agreed upon, but tise
Bauk's daim bas nef been paid. Tise arrangement
continues for twe sud a-baif yeara louger, dnring
wbich Rea'ding makes large purchases, aud at lengtis
fails, sud if is feund that tise truatee or agenf stili bas
possession, and wiii nef give if up util paid 20s. lu
tise £, wisile fise est afe des net show 10s. 'lie ques-
tion is,-Doos net tise extension of tise trust beyeud
tise twe years, tise fine specified, monder if nul and
veid thereafter, especiaiiy as if is ascertained tisat fise
trustee lsad been impoverisising tise estate by a large
commission which ho isad received en tise enfire sales,
bearing lu mind aise tisat tise present creditora are
net tise same as tise old eues who received tise compo-
sition? Tise moral appearauce of tise case is tisat tise
Bank manager pestponed tise collection of tise Bank
dlaim from yesr te year (for if ceeld long age have
been collecfed), in order f bat ho, iu bis private caps-
cit>', migst continue te receive a isandaome commission.
Wisat is tise legal beariug of thse case?

A.nswer.

Iu tise case put, there migist be some argument made
lu favor of tise daim osf tise Bank te be paid lu full,
even after tise expiration of tise two years, if time is
nef made tise essence of tise arrangement, <as lawyors
sa>,) sud if fise estate did nef show sufficieut te pay
tise daim in full before tise two years had expired.
If there were aufficient assets te psy thse caim of tise
Bank in full wifbin tise fwo yeara, if seema clear that
b>' postpening tise collection of tiseir debt tisey elected
te take tise securit>' of Reading bimmeif, sud released
tise estate from tiseir dlaim, if tisey did nof lose if ai-
togef ber. In tisat case tise>' could stand in ne botter
position than other creditors subsequent te tiseir assign-
ment. Tise facf that tise Bank acquiesced tismeugis
tiseir agent lu Silowing Reading te speculate, and thse
estate to be ssnpoverished after tbe expiration of the
two years, would foll ver>' mucis against then if tise
subsequent crediforas ougist relief in a Court orfEquit>'.

TaE stock of Breadstufft tn Liverpool af close of laut
year as cempared with tisat of 1863, wus as followa:

Wheaf, qra. Fleur, bris. Fleur, ska. Corn rs.
M83 6,112 188,408 84.93 191,M

1854, 618,027 195,01t 106,746 1*9 766


