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JOSHUA, ISRAEL'S NEW LEADER

Lesson 1.

October 6, 1907

BETWEEN THE LESSONS —Tho Book of Joshua, to which the Lessons now pass, tells of Israel’s con-

quest of Canaan and the division of the land amongst the twelve tribes. Their naw leader, in Moses' place,

was Joshua (sce Num. 27: 15-23 ; Deut. 31 : 3-7, 23).

Belonging to tho tribe ¢f Ephraim (Num. 13 : 8), he

wes therefore descended from Joseph, Gen, 41 . 50-52. Ho was a brave soldier and skilful general. At Re-
phidim, he had led Israel in routing the Amalekites, Ex. 17 : 8-16. He had taken sides with Caleb at Kadesh-
barnea, against the ten cowardly spies, Num. 14 : 6-9. For well-aigh forty yenrs he had been Moses' closest

and most trusted attendant.

GOLDEN TEXT—I will not fail thee, nor forsake thee.—Joshus 1 : 5.
Memorize v. 7. THE LESSON PASSAGE—Joshua 1: 1-11. Read Numbers 27: 12-23,
Joshua, ch. 1.

1 Now! after the death of Mo’ses the servant of the
Loro ?it came to pass, that the Lorp spake unto
Josh’ua the sun of Nung Mo'ses” Minister, saying,

2 Mo‘ses my servant 1s dead ; now therefore arise,
go over this Jor’dan, thou, and all this people, unto
the Jand which I do give w them, even to the chuldren
of Is‘racl.

3 Lvery place that the sole of your foot shall tread
upon, 3that bave I given unto you, as 1 said unto
Mo’ses . .

4 From the wilderness and this Leb’anon even
unto the great river, the river Euphra‘tes, all’the Jand
of the Hit'tites, and unto the great sea toward the
going dowa of the sun, shall be your 4coast,

5 There shall not any man be able to stand before
thee ali the days of thy life : asI was with Mo’ses, so I
will be with thee: I will not fail theoynior forsake thee.

6 Be strong and of a good courage : forS Ginto this
peaple shalt thou divide for an inheritance the land,
which I sware unto their fathers to give them.

7 Only be ¢ thou strong and very couragcous, 7 that

thou.mayest observe to do according to all the law,
which Mo’ses my servant commanded thee : turn not
from it Lo the nght hand or w the left, that thou
mayest S prosper whithersoever thou goest.

8 This book of the luw shall not depart out of thy
mouth ; but thou shalt meditate.tteren day and
night, tlmt_thou mayest observe to do according to all
that is written therein : for then thou shalt make
thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have good
success

9 Havenot I commanded thee ? Be strong and of
a good courage ; be not ? afraid, neither be thou dis-
muyed : for the Lorp thy God s with thee whither-
soever- thou goest.

10 Then Josh’ua commanded the officers of the
peoplcs seying, .

11 Pass gbrou?)h the host, and command the
people, saymg,l repare you victuals ; for within
three days ye 1 shall pass over this Jor'dan, togoin
to possess the land, which the Lorp your God giveth
Yyou to possess it.

RBevised Verslon—lit came to pass; 20mit it came to pass; 3to_you have I given it, as T spake:
4 border ; >thou shait cause this people to inherit the land ; 0Omit thou ; 7to observe; ‘have good success ;

9 affrighted ; 19 midst of the camp ; ! are to.

Dalily Readings—(Courtesy, I. B. R. A.)—M.—Joshua, Israel’s new leader, Joshus 1:1-11. T.—
Loyalty of the people, Joshua 1: 12-18. W.—Chosen by God, Numbers 27 : 15-23. Th.—The book of the
law, Deut. 17 : 14-20. F.—Reading the law, Joshua 8: 30-35. S.—Obedience and trust, Prov. 3: 1-10.

S.—Xeeping the Commandment, 1 Joha 2: 1-8.

THE LESSON EXPLAINED

THER JOSBUA COMMANDED THE OFFICERS
OF THE PEQPLE”

I. AN ArroiNTMENT CONFIRMED.—I, 2.
After the death of BIoses ; and, of course, after the

thirty days of mourning, Deut. 34 : 8. The servant
‘02 the Lord ; Moses’ most honorable title. He is
praised for his faithfulness in Heb. 3: 2. The Lord
spake ; to confirm Joshua's appointment as Israel’s
new leader (sco Between the Lessons) and to streng-
then him for his dutics. Moses’ minister ; atten-
dant, an example to all in his forty years of faithful
service, and an encouragement in his promotion be-
cause he was faith{ul. Moses.. is dead. The great
worker has passed away, but God’s work must go on.
Arise ; take Moses’ place. @o over this Jordan ;
a commiand calling for courage and faith, for on the
other side were powerful enemies. The land.. I
do give, cte.; and therefore no foes could prevent
Tsrael’s taking posscssion of itc

8,4. Every place. . your foot shall {read upon
This was Isracl’s part: God had given them the
land ; they must go into it and conquer it inch by
inch. AsIsald unto Moses. Sce Ex. 23 :30, 31
Deut. 11 : 24.  Joshua could build on these promises
as on a solid rock. For the boundaries in v. 4, sce
Geography Lesson.

II. ENCOURAGEMENT GIVEN., — 5-9. Not¢
any man be able to stand before thee ; because
the power of the Almighty was backing him up. As
I was..so I will be. God never changes. His
promises hold good in the present as surely as thoy

*The Scripture Memory Passages of the Supplemental Lessons aro recommended as & substitute for
those here given Sabbath by Sabbath. They will be found in the Supplemental Lesson Leaflets.



