
paring scripture with scripture, learn ail the
great truths of religion from the parables our
S,%viour uttered.

In this parable we aie, iii thouglit, conveycd
to the seene o! one o! the great empires of the
Eust wvhere the de.Qpot miles. WVe see the
satrap sent to the distant dependency, as
Brîtain sends the Governor-General to rule
over India. We sce imii there, false to his
charge, emhbezzling the moules received by him
as tribute to his lord. We see làini called to
account and tlien freely forgiveîî by his mnaster.

And tien we are asked. to picture thie dun-
geon into wvhich hie is throwvn and thc instru-
mnents of torture awaiting Mîinu there wvhen lie
shows the unforgiving spirit to his fellow-ser-
vaut. Thus w'e are continualiy being cailed
wo account for oui stcwardship at the bar of
conscience; and, by this mens, -ve cap. judge
whither -we are growing in grace or no.

IL. 77ie source of theforgiving spirit.
The prime source is the uewv leart spoken

of in Ezekiel, 36,26. Thus the gaoter at
Philippi, whclin lie believes, shows at once
evideace of a change of heart, taking the
aposties and washing their stripes. The great
theme of thc New Testament a! ter atonement
is that of heart culture in Christ's foliowers-
the graduai process of santification througli
the work o! the Spirit. This is one of the gifts
of the Spirit, compreliending, indeed, thiei al
-the spirit of love. 1IJohun IV. 20.

There is a remarkable illustration o! our
tesson narra ted iii the Life of Dr. Geddic
raissionary to, the NeNv Hebrides. The
missionary wia conducting a conmnunion
service with bis congregation of native couverts.
While engaged in tIe service lie vans strack by
the conduct of a young maî 'who arose froni
bis seat iu tIe front part of thie churcb and
took bis place anîong those sitting in tIe rear.

After waiting there, for a Lime, lie arose aud
resumed bis former seat wvIere lie partook of
communiion. At the close of the service Dr.
Geddic asked hinm the uîenniug of this stranlge
proceeding-. TIc young nman auswered that,
on first sitting dovin, lie found thatj beside
M, wvas the miurderer of bis father ; and lie

huxuself was se, filled with niurderous haLe
that lie could not remain wliere lie ivas, but
was compelied to Lake a seat at a distance front
that of the murderer.

.After praying for grace, howcver, the feeling
nc

o! hate passed away ; and lie vins enabied
calmly to take bis seat ricar the raian 'wlo Iiad.
s0 deeply iujured hlm, and to partake of the
communion by bis side.

W. Edgerton Young, Piec misnioxary to, thie
North West, also tells us a similar tale regard
iug a christian chief who forgave the murderer
of his sou.

It is truc that lu tales of fiction, as for ex.
ample. "God aid thie iian," thieattemnpt lias
been inade, to, show that the feeling o! forgive-
ness may spring from pit-y ouly ; but the ex-
perience o! actual life bas shown Llîat oîîly
the love 0f Jésuis can change the heart.

This is the evidence of Chiristian e.xperieîice;
aiL theologians are recogniziîîg that iL is one
of the strouigest proofs of the trutli of the,
Christian Faith.

This conistitutes the charîn of Ohurchi History
There, lu page a! ter page, -%ve re4Ld vhaT, God
lias donc lun enuobling nian and euabliug himi
Le couquer sin.

It lias heen said tlîat Gibbou'ls Hlstory,
Liough i vritten by a sceptic, is one of the
greatest monumients to the power of the Chris-
tian faitlî, showing as it does, tlîe work o!
Christ lu winniug the heatlien to the truth.

IV. Thieforgivcîicss of Cod.
This is the great nmessage of Scripture-

Forgý,iveaess of our sins Llrougli Jesus Christ
This ilote struck lu the opening paiges of
Gencsis, is neyer lost Liii the last book of
Revelation is ciosed.

It is Lauglht iii symbol, bistory, prophecy;
andl above ail, iii the life and death o! Jesus
Christ. Itis tauglît iii thc feats of tIc Jews,
tauglht lu the IPsairas, taught, in the glowing
pages of Isainli, tauglit by our Savioni lu bis
sermions, tauglit by tIe Cross of Calvary,
tauglit iu the vision of Heaven itself wvbere wve
are iuvited Le sec tIe Lamîb slain frora the
foundation o! the world. No sweeter nmusic
cau fall upon the car o! suffering bumarîity
tlîan that coiîtained in Lue wiords. " God se
loved the viorld that lic gave lis only be-.
gotten Sou tliat %vhosoever believeth ini Him.
sîouid uîot perisli but have everlastiug life.

HOW% TO TE ACH THiE LESSON.

First asic your class to narrate the parable
iu thei own viords, ]xelping thein, yourself, Le
MIli tlu Lh picture. Speak to theni o! the
infinite love of God pardoning sin ; and press


