
Elizabeth was barren-God bail witholden 12. And when Zacharla s aw hlm, ho
front thens that wbich they rightly esteemed was troubled, and fear foll upon him-
the greatest earthl> blessing. To ha~ve no The fear of Zachari&% pioce'eds froin the con-
chikfreri was also .onsidert.- À reproach anîd a sciousness of sin, which is inediatcly awak-.
mark of the divine dispicasurci: ,'b. i 27:3, 5 ; ened in the hunian mind tvhen a supernaturâl
i Sain. 1. 7, S; Gen. 30: i). And heboth mîanifestation puts t in direct contact with the
were now well.stricken in years 'This is 1 divine world. (Godet). (judgeî. 13- 22; Dan.
a quaint cld Englirli expression for' "wcre 10; 7 -9 ; Ezek. 1: 28 ; Mýrk 16: 8: Acts
growing old," had passcdl the meridian of life 10: 4 ; Rev. l' 17).
(Uen. 18: Il ; 24: 1 ; Josh 13j: i; j Kings 13. But the angel said L!nto hlm, Fear
i: 1). 1,not, Zacharias, for thy prayer Is heard -,

il. His Bi3-RTH ANNoUNC.Er. B. And ,and thiy wife Elizabeth shall bear thee a
it came to pass that while he executed, son The reference is to &~ p rayer then and
the priest's offke before God in the there offered by .acbnrias. Wie'd nkfot think
order of bis course-Ilis courbe voas the that this prayer was for a cbild ta hiniseif for
cighth in order. (il it wouldf have been unbeco:ning for the

9. Accordlng to the custom of the officiating priest, in such a soleinn function,.
prlests' office, h is lot was to burn in-, voicing t%,e prayers of ail Israel, to introduce
cense when he went iiito the temple of, such a private matter ; (2) be would prpbably
the Lord--The whole number of piests was have ceast--, by this turne, to prWy for What, by
about 20,o00, and so this mnuclt-cotýetcd office the laws of nature, God seemed finally ta have,
was not peripitud tu anyune a second time. denied him ; and (3) his incredu *lity at rire
Tire celebrant was choseir by lut caf-h murrrîng angel'à annuncement is pruof that he did not
anîd evening. Fur the s.lr.ar of incenea sue Ex, louk for such a communication. On the other
p: i -s. For the composiuin of incense s=c band kt i5 urgcd that the natural suggestion of
Zx. 30.:34, and for its bymbolic meaning sue the angel's %ordâ la that a certàîn définite

Ps. 141: 2; Mal. i.:xi; Heb. 9; 4; Rev. 8:3, 4. per for a son receives a precise arrswer.
King. Uzziah wab srnitten with leprcosy fur Siiwe preffèr to t hink that the burden of bis'
Iîsurping this sacrud function (2 Clu. 26; 18). prayer at st.. a tinre was, 'fO tltat the salva'
"«The tent.ple "-R. V. rnarg. «' Lie sancttuary". tiun of Tsmeat were came out of Zion ', <Ps. 14'
-the shrine, or floly Place. Ilere stood tht, 7). And thou shàlh caîl bis narie John-
golden table %ýith shew -bread un the right, or, (T&c grace ofJehovah). Saine as JobaLnan ( 
north skie, and the golden candlestick on. thre Chr. 3; 24), and Jonali (Matt. 16. 17., tornp.
left. As the number of priests Nvas very large, John I : 42 R. V.)
sone say 2o,ooo, this lot would flot lîkely fal. 14. And thou shaît have jôy anid glad-
ta unyone twice in a lifetime. ness-Rather "texultation" (verse 44; Acta

10. ,And the whole multitude of the , 2. 46 ; Heb. 1 : 9). And; man" shall, re4
people were praying without at the tine, joice at bis birth--Many ,shall have reason
of incense-This would indicate that the day ,to be glad that hF. was born,, His preaching
in question was a Sabbath or su:rei high -day. would awaken repentante and lead. thern to
The worshippen. assembled in the outer courts, tht Saviour. The personal influence of John
weru engaged in. suent pratyer while the intense, was short-lived, but the angel views bis briéf
wizs being offered (Rev.. 8. 1-4.; Isa, 66: 7; îninistry as part of tht Messianic kirigdom.
Ncb. Il- 17 ; Matt. 21; 13). 1 11. Ris CiARACTER DgscRVBED.i. 15.

Il. And there appeared unto him an .For he shahl be great in the si ht of the
angel of the Lord. Scripture assutres us, Lori-This indicates the spirittil'nature of
that %,v arc 3urround~ ýd %ith angels twbo mnn bis office and inflîxçnce Afod. A greatpess
ister to ui a'.lIfarc, .tnd i t is not -,Imnge if un ,fruni personal, hQlinesi and thç moral autburlty
flitrg ocLitluiis tbey àbold becoîrre '%iible accompanyling, it. (Godet), (Lutke' 7: 28)
(Godet). That thib was irot a '.lsiun aribing And sha 1 drink neiter wine nor strorlg
out of the exaltud ipiritual condition of Zacb. drink -The Nawaite vov is preaçribed, in,
arias isc%,ideunt fhoî. .i fear, his'nwillingness. Nain. 6. 2-21. Tt involved (Ï) - b.stinenèu
tu beic>e thre incssagewdd thre phys!ical infiri- front %vine and stiong drtink..' 2î, rrràinig
ity that f.lo Ld uku m lsiure than, front cutting the hair off the bead dmring tie
any other of th,_ eangelizts 01k - c ministry of t&bule continuance of the vow ; (3) the' avoic.-'
axigels. Compare tht bittb of Isaac, Samrsun. ance of contact wvith the dend. *There 'la no
and Sainuel. Standing on the right side, mention of any Nazarite bqfore Samson U.iidàes*
of the altar of incense This nray refer to, 13. 4, 5), who with Sarnutel '(r Sain.i.. r:x)
the position of the aItar itr.elf-h -to n i ee the only twio life'long ;qa iîttý metenoned
right, or :sourh -,ide; or, ab inost ;.nd, -btand it,, lu the Old Testament. (Easton).* " Stro.rg
tu0 the pqsitiun of Zachariaà- at his nght hand, ,diink" inchtdes ail kinil prfermentcdiqur.
therefore, on tht north side of the altar, lbe- not miade froni gmX4.ý )yclif l.rslaiés tbe*
tween it and the table uf sbe'%% -bread, The wurd "' cidler." .T!ie word.îssýpecally applied,
r*ght was reimrded as tht propjitlous side (Mk. 1to palm %tine. 'the art of 'distiliing alfcohol
i6: ;Matt. 25; 33). Tht fact that Zacharias1 ivas unknown to theancients. And jie shah
notcd si accuîtel dt e.'xct position of the be filled with thé Holy Ghost even from
angel vuches foi bis, cleairnuss uf jureituii bis mother's womb-tbc contrast betwecn
asrd z>obriery VI rand. (V.t1î (Jus;'t îztt>, the falbe and bateful exciternent of drurikennetsa


