Elizabeth was barren—God had witholden! 12, And whan Zacharias saw him, he
from them that which they rightly esteemed | was troubled, and fear fell upon him—
the greatest earthly blessing. To have no The fear of Zacharias proceeds from the con-
children was also considerew 2 seproach and a | sciousness of sin, which is immediately awak-
mark of the divine displeasure (Ps. 127:3, § ;| cned in the human mind when a supernatural
1 Sam. 1: 7, S;l?c’n..sz; 1)., And theyrhgt!) . :?‘aplfestati&n ;Euctfx;t t1):\ (%iregé&umact wit}lx);l;e
were now well.stricken in years is | divine world. et), (Judgei 13: 22; .
a quaint cld English cxprcssizn for ¢ \verg:lo: 7-9; Ezek. 1: 28 ;]M'm'k gﬁ: 8: Acts
owing old,” had passed the meridian of life | 10: 4 ; Rev. 1: 17).
‘(%cn. 18: 11; 24: 1; Josh 13: 1; 1 Kings' 13, But the angel said unto him, Fear
1: 1) . . not, Zacharias, for thz prayer is heard ;
. IL His BirtH Announcen. 8. And, and thy wife Elizabeth shall bear thee a
it came to pass that while he executed son The reference is to e prayer then and
the priest's offie before God in the, therc offcred by _acharias.  We'do not think
order of his course—His counc was the | that this prayer was for a child to himsel{ for
eighth in order. (1) it woul .h:wc; been unbecoming for the
9. Qccord!nﬁ'to the custom of t_hetoﬁ’}cgadnv priest, in such a solemn function,
priests’ office, his lot was to burn in- voicing the prayers of all Israel, to_introduce
cenge when he went into the temple of  sucha private matter ; (2) he would grgbably
the Lord--The whole _nymber of priests was  have ceasc., by this time, to pray for what, by
e o perpisial to Amyome & cobond time. | deried o and 3, We. meredlity af he
Ul E . ;
The celebrant was chusen) Ly lot each morning ! angel’s announcement is proof that he did not
und evening,  For the altar ofincenge see Ex, | louk for such a communication.  On the other
0: 1-10. For the composition of incense see | hand it is urged that the natural suggestion of
X, 30: 34, and for its symbolic meaning see | the engel’s words is that a certain definite
Ps. 141: 2; Mal, 1; 11; Heb. 9: 4; Rev. 8: 3,4, ,grg.ycr for 2 som receives a precise answer.
King Uzziah was smitten with leprosy for, Still we prefer to think thag‘_the burden of his
usurping this 's’acrcd function S? Ckr. 26: x8)‘., , Prayer at su_h a time was, ““O that ’t‘he salva:
e shies or 151y Tes. Hoes oo e 30, Andl tho shalt cal hie name JORn-:
—the , or Hol ce. Hete s e, 7). An n—
golden table with shgw-bread on the right, or : (Zke grace of Jekovak). Same as Johanan (1
north side, and the golden candlestick on the , Chr. 3: 24), and Jonah (Matt. 16: 17, comp.
left.  As the number of priests was very large, , John 1: 42 R. W) ’
some say 20,000, this lot would not likely fall .~ 14, And thou shalt have joy and glad-
0107 Rt the whole maulitude of the | 5 367 Hebei: e And raany. SHal res
X ultitude of the, 2: 46; Heb. 1: 9). nd: man ali res
people were praying without at the time | joice at his birth—-Many shall Lave_ reason
of incense—This would indicate that the day , to be glad that he was born,, His preaching
j’;\hqueslio}r:. was a Sabb:lx’tlhdux s;:nc high-day. ,v;xoulsd awaken Tr}‘t:penf,ancelam}a léad tl}em to
e worshippers assembled in the outer courts | the Saviour. e personal influence of John
were cngag«}:)ri:n silent prayer while the incense : was short-lived, bu?e the angel views his {)riéf :
\I?; Leing offzi\ricd (Rev. 8): i-4 3 Isa. 66: 7; miillisuy ;Is parcl of the Messxi\)nic kingdom.15
ch, 11: 17 3 Matt, 212 £3). I~ His CHARACTER DHSCRIBED. 15,
11, 'Afrgc:hthelre gppegrgd unto him an Eorﬂha %}}all_ bde greatgn the sight of th?
anhgel o e Lord. cripture assures us , Lord—This indicates the spiritual nature of
tha% we are surroundd with lz:ngcls who min- , his office and influgnce (Alfquc)l)., A greatness
ister to vur welfare, and it is not stmnge if un | frum personal holiness and the moral authorit
fitting cccasions they should become visible | accompanying it. (Godet), (Luke 7: 28§,
{Goudet). That this was not a vision arising , And sha{l drink neither wine nor strong
out of the exalted spiritual conditivn of Zach. | drink —The Nazarite vow s prescribed’ in
_ariasisevident fron, s fear, his nnwillingness, Num. 6: 2-21. Tt involved (I) -abstinencé
to belicye the message aud the physical infirm- | from wine and sttong drink : (2, refraining

.

ity that followed,
any other of the evangelists un ...c ministry of

angels, Compare the bitths of Isaac, Samson |
Standing on the right side .

and Samuel,
of the altar of incense This may refer to
the position of the altar itself~he stood on its

TLuke dwclls more than |

from cutting the haiz off the head during the
whole continuance of the vow 3 (3) the' avoid-
ance of contact with the deml. There 'is no.
mention of any Nazarite before Samson (Judges
. 13: 4, 5), who with Samuel (1 Sam. 1: 1)
_were the only two life long Nazatités mentioned

right, ur sunth side; or, as most wndorstand it, | in the Old Testament. (Easton). = ** Stropg
1u the positiun of Zacharins—at his nght hand, | diink ™ includes all kinds of fermented liquors
therefore, un the north side of the altar, be- | not made from grapes. , Wyclif {ranslates the
tween it and the table of shew-bread. The, word * cider.” | The word is specially applied”
right was rearded as the propitivus side (M. y to palm wine. The art of distiliing alcohol =
. 16; §5 3 Mau. 25: 33).  The fact that Zacharias , was unknown to the ancients. And‘i\e shall
- noted so aceurately the eaact pusition of the | be filled with the Holy Ghost even from
angel vouches for his clearness of perception | his mother’s womb-—The confrast between

, and svbricty of mind,  (Van Qusterzee), ; the false and hateful excitement of drunkenness
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