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have the herd controlled by the herdsman
direcring, pricking its leaders with s go.ul._ '

«JPhich arc given from one Shepherd!
That is, tho blows and threats are given by
the on2 man~the herdsman in charge.
helabors and pricks the leader when st. b-
born or unculy, and forcing them in the
right direction, he guides casily the entire,
drove of cattle, however large.

Such 1ean explanation of the text, by
which we seo at once the unity, the har-,
mony, the simplcity, and the expressive
meaning of its figurative language; 1s ac-
cordance with the design of the Buok in
which 1t is found ; and its proper positi-n at,
the close of that Book. As lrle goad mthe,
haads of the herdsman is an instruiment of
power by which he leads a largy herd as,
he likes, so ¢ the preacher’s words of tiuth
and wisdom >—the words of the living God
—are words of power, creators of moral,
furee, by which the course of maukind, the
ev nis that befall them, and their destiny,
are directed and snaped.  Astheherd~man
by goading one or twa animals 1n the herd,
can control the astion of the whole, so the
counsels and dealings of the Mast High,
brought to bear on the understanding and
conscence of gified men—goadinz them at
times to agony—compelling them against
their predilections to a course they had not
intended to pursue—will make great men
of them, leaders in eventful crises, ard
bring ahout by them revolution and deliv-
erance for the people of a whole country or
age 3 as in the case of Moses, constrai ed
reluctantly to undertake his mission on be-
half of oppressed Israel.

All numan history confirmsand illustrates
the truth of this doctrme. To all great
events of the past we attach the names of
leading actors, on whom we bestow the
curse or the blessing, as the event 1n the
solution of which they were active or prin-
cipu agents is decmed disastrons or bene-
ficial, and generally we give a kind of credit
to these men as individuals tv which they
are not entitled. ‘I'he great leaders of opiion
and actien have not been always the very
best and greatest of their age. The best
and greatest have never been wholly the
autbors,or even the mainspring of the illus-
trious transactions in which they bore the
most congpicuous part.  The eircumstances
an. tendencies of an eventful epo:h have
more, fay more to do in producing areat
leaders thao the leaders have to do ia form-
ing the circumstances and guiding the ten-
dencies of the age, so as to accomplish the
memorable achievement, That is, transpos-
ed into the lanauage of religion and reason,
—God,the Ruler of men, so disposesand ar-
ranges all events that in the proper time
the prop2r man is found, anl assumes his
place, sometimes goaded to it under the
pressure of circumstances which neither he
nor anyboly else can control, and the 1ssue
of which he cannot foresee. Not the less
on this account, rather all the more honour,
50 it be ofthe proper kind, isdue unto the
men who, like Abraham of old, listening to
the veice of Heaven, have bravely, amid
uncertainties and fears, cast their sword
into the right scale,and hazarded all for God
and trath and their country’s weal. Not
that God employs unreasoning, inca-
pable men—mere hammer-heads of a re-

sistless fate—in bringing about great and
beneficial changes; ratker, He takes the
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men that think, that dare, that intrepidly ; bers and wolves, as they demignated them ;
louk and venture when others snodder to) but they alao know that, heee and there at
approach 3 these 1l counsels, wiges, cons fany rate, was a foar of 4y riest that bewan-

strains,

doss not permit to turn back, G| ed and detounced the evil, while hoe strore
e | their ap, ointed work is done, wind & wholo | to fead the poor to patience, and trust

nation, and generations succeeding, are ims the Lord, and weil-downg,

pelled to prasse the Lord for mercies and

Neatly atl the reforiners were charchmen,

benetits Ho fmparte t throngh the insuru- | There were somo earnest and holy and
memality of the good and great men whom true-hearted men among the clergy then.

He calted and qualified forthe work.

Like to those we have heard of, werg others

‘T'hus, in the Scottish Reformation, if the | of whom no memonal remuing, but who,

most noted actor in ity the man thav migt
be called the father of it—af any man may

be so called—1l John Knox had resisted the [ souls in the best manner they could.

Jeading of tho Spirst of ‘Truth, if he had,
remained what hie was at first, a priest of
Rome, and if he had beut the whole mlghl‘
of his strong will und dauntless heart 1o the
strengthening ot the crumbling structare of
Popery—leaving his mark, lor a_mark hul
would leave, on his country for evil, and not ;
for good—if the man called Juhn Knox had
neverexisted, God would have found a Knox
-—2 man of might, or a dozen of them if ne-
cessary, to do His work there and then and
in that way; and this man or dozen of men
would just have arisen, as we say, sceing
only the ontward aspeet and the eas'ly-dis-
covered surface canses of events, vut of the
condition of thing< 1w that aze and land, We
reach a deeper truth, and the originating
caunse, when we say God did it, by the men
whom He quickened and Jed by 1is
Word.

‘I'ake another illustration from the same
fiekd. 1t is suscepuble of proof that the
views generally entertained ol the condition
of Scotland at the period precedling the Re-
formation are not so truthlul as they uisht
be. Uur poputar rebeious historians have
colored their picture of the sgeand 1 s wan-
ners too darkly, and in this have made &
great wistake, not to use a huarsher word,
‘The country was not hopelessly sunk
iunorance and supersuition. ‘This 1s the
impression, however, weo have recoived
from them.  So far as this impression is1n-
accurate, so far historic truth s disfiguced,
which will remain truth forever for ali that,
And more than that, by relying on such
overcharged representations, we deprive
the reforiners of the praise that 1s theirdue,
and wepreciude ourselves from appreciating
the reahity and the might of the 1).vine 1m-
pulse—the goad' in the hand of tiod by
which they were directed and counstramen.
For plain itig, 1f the relimous and social
condition of our forefathers was only rank,
reeking rottenness, and wnothing else, the
abolition of that was no great achievement
for anybody. The kick of an ass can shiv.
er to atoms a mushroom on a muckbeap.
We fail to percewve, on this ground, the
magnitude and importance of that work ol
God carried on, and over obstacles which
sheer corruption conld never present, to the
glory of ths name and to the wellare of
mankind.

Nou; irreligious and barbarous as was the
age; deformed by errorand oppressed byhier.
archical tyranny, and beclouded by vain
tradition, as was the suffering church, stiil
there was a remnant according to the elec-
tion of grace, and ¢till there were some ele-
ments of Christian life in the relizion of our
forefathers, and in the hearts of some who
called upon the pame of the Lord. Men
knew that the mass of the ministers of re-
bigion wete wicked, ungodly hirelings, rob-

Like Luther's fettow-mooks, were rearching
for God and truth, and helping distreased
God
had not fursuken tis world 5 1le wae leaving
the apustate church, but he stood yet vpon
ita threshold, looking  back on its uhar, us
Chlir st looked on Jerusalem and wept.  This
explaus ww a state of thangs co bad could
be tolerated so long, and how great a strug-
ale muse at the gama tune have taken place
in the munas of those who cut the tiex that
bound thom to the past, und to all that they
hid chenshed as sacred and hoiy.

Do not dende the tebgrous beltefs and
feelings, nor stand amazed at the credulty
of the people ot the olden tune. They lean-
ed upon that which had been taught them
from their wfancy. They had worstpped
Gud in these old churches, with their fathors
befors them, whose dust lay moutdenny
in the consecrated ground around and be-
neath their pavements. When the doctrines
of the refurmation were preached for the
first tine 1o the men of that age, the preach-
ing must have g.ven a shock enough 10
shatter every conviction within them. It
must have startled them, as Gospel trath did
Paul while he et lay in the tetters of croel
Judaisin—as vublushug Athesin advapced
wilh astounding show ol reasonng would
staitle us now,

The early confessors of tho disinterred
Gnss el hind 10 pass ¢ through fire and wa-
er? before they reached o weaithy place™
—a stale of repose for the soul. Butit
was not the flames of persecution, trying
thongh these be to tlesh and Llvod 5 consti-
entious men could die, and did die, for the
old errory us well as for ths new truth ; 1t
was the puting off theirold man and putting
on the new in a senge we cannot Kihow 5 it
was the reversal of the current of every
stream in their being that tred their souls;
that needed the impalse gwven by God’s
Word, setuing their consctence on fire, wnd
guading them trom stage to stage—leaving
with them an awakened people, snd giving
us the hentage of the reformation,

ﬁli&imarg B—nttlligeuct.

Free Cnurutt of Scottasn—While the num-
ber of missionaries is less than it might and
should be, less, too we believe, than before the
mutiny, the real progress of religion appears
to be evcouraging. The miswonaries in the
field are diligently plymg Loth ageucies or
modes, the cducstional, and the evangelistic,
and as the result of both, they have the eatie-
faction from ttme to time of sceing hopeful ad-
ditions made to the christian church. Dr.
Duff, lately mentions the baptism of a youth,
in trying circumstances, the frint of the teach.
ingin one of the higher schiool clarsesat Cal-
cutta. Dr, Murray Mitchell tells of the bap-



