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Religions JIntelligence.
HTAI-Y—-I'ERSHCUTIO.\'S AT FLORENCE

Tn this paper 1t 18 intended to give 8 sucaint accounr, denved from pri-

vate sources, of the war which 1s. at the present tsme waged in Florence,

agamnat the Word of God, and of the pereecutions suffered by thowe who
read it, or ae suspected of dong 8o,

man Catholic population of that cuy are thinsting after ot

On the 231h of Apnt of the present year, Goverament 1aued a decree,
by which any magistrate as authorieed 1o imprison any perron swho 1
known 10 possess or read the Hible, and, sull fucther, he may commit to
prison any person who s suspected ta be averse to the Romish religtion,
ot whose tendencies nge suepected to be towards receining the truihs of
the Bible.

Under this decree Count Guicarardins aad sesen other persons wiclt him
were arrested, on the Tth of May, being surprised by the police while
they were reading together the Word ot God  The Scripture they were
reading was the fifteenth chapter of John. They were several tmea
privately exanuaed 10 prison, when they boldly and steadfastly confessed
Christ, and on the 17th of the same month they were exiled

On the 10th June, a poor man, or farmer, the informant does not
know which, was sentenced to n year's imprisonment and hard labour,
for breakiag his images of the Virmn and other samts A Bible ways
found n lus house, which, hie stated, had led tum to do swhat he had
done. And on the 3th of September, eight or 1en men of the Pante &
Ripedi, were commitied to prson on suspicton of reading the Senpturcs
—a suspicion which was, indeed, well founded

The confessions! is used for the purpose of mumilaniug persons, and
inducing them to betray their relatives. A fatherin this way informed
against two of luseons.  He was told he should get no absolution until he
had denounced them to the police. This he did, and they were both ar-
rested and cast into prison  In another instance a wife betrnyed her hus-
baad under the solicitations and threatenings of the Confessor  Ilis
house was three times secrched, but he succeeded 1n conceatng his Bible,
once 1o a basket of chips and nothing else was found to couviet him —
He was seized, notwithstanding, in the month of August last, and 1s sl
in pnson. His name is Pasquale Casaccr, and he 1s well known and re-
spected in Florence, having been fur Lweaty-seven years a servant of the

ost Office.
F On the 17th August, between seven and eight in the evening, the po-
lice visned the lodging-house of Fiancesco Mudwi. At the moment he
‘was 70! at home ; an active search was made, neverthelese, through all
‘the rooms, even into the attics and the cellars  Two Bibles were found,
- aad an Enghish religious book, which were sexzed. In the meanume M.
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Some sintements alwo will he made -
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¢ Madio had com - an, ywhen he wae immedisiely arrested, se were alio
three ather presone, who wete fuund siting togeihies 1o one of she roems,
thongh they were notw teading the Hible, nor were they there for that
purpose They weee all carned ofl (¢ ptvan — One of these persons was
an Englehinan, Capram Arthue de Noiv Walker A the 1eptereatation
{ o the Boaush legation he was afterwarda teleased, but not uanl he had
been kepiin prison twenty-two houts  ‘The other two were detaned in
prison seven days, and theo, without tnal or judicial procecdings of any
© knd, ar even s much ae the alicgation gLa crime, were affered thei
choice ot mdefinite unprssonment, or bLamshment.  “Ihiey chose
the latter, and are gone, ane to Genevn and one 10 Tunn - Twelve days
after the arrest of hee bushand, Madame Madini was token into
cnsoldy  I'nvate examimnuons have taken place, at which they have
avoued themerlves 1o be Protesiante,  In adiion to the couf® snpled
m this avonal, the infamous charge has beea brought agminst thewm of
heeping & house for wnimaial purperes,  “They are sull in prson, 1 sepa-
) rate cells, and are adowed w have no communication wah each other —
Lsder date of October 1000, ke iformnnt esys, Madame Madiai cannot
b viztted by any one, but shc wnites an if her long anprisonment and so-
litary cot finemens had much imparred hee health, and fearn are enteriai-
. ed that she wil sk under the ngours to which ohig s sulyecied,  Even
her medical attendant hae been refured admintance.

To the foregoing facte, two others are to be added  Some years ago,
when the choreh of 1. Felieta was repaired, Count Guicciarding and
some other prrsona had caused some paseages from the Bible 10 be in-

. senibed upon the walls  ‘They were in the ltalian language, and from &
{ fanhful rrandlanon  The priesis have had them oblitersted, as §t was
| found that persons paeving bt siopped to read them.  They nave, how-
I evee, been clandeatinely re-publshed nith a sunable preface.

‘The other fuct bs, that the Government have offesed & reward of £6
sterhng, to any person who wal give mformanion 1o the palice of any one
posesung 3 copy of the ponted of Count G ¢
exile
1o Inthese persecutions it in stated the Jeaunts are especially actire.—

Siany preachors are sent out, and principaily of tus order, to persuads

the peaple that what i sold fur the Bible 1n not that book in 1eshny, but
. @ peculing Bible which the Protestants have of thew own  Special -
1 stractions are seat frotm Rome o the confessors teaching them how to
dial with thote whu confeeshaving read she Seriptures, or having heard
them read by others

It imay be wferred from the viglaace which 19 thus used 0 discover
copiea of the Tible, and the tyrannieal methiods employed 1o prevent s
hewg read, that o dessze to ubtain it, extenvively ptevails  And this 1s
the fact.  Great uumbees are thusting afier the water of lfe, os the fol-
lowing starements will show

After the decree belore refetzed to was published, fiople could no lon-
ger meet, anthout the greatest caution, to read the ptutes. Dot they
#till coninued to collect tagether in mnaller compantes, and 10 the bye-
srects and most secnded pan of the oity, changing the localiy every
tume , and they went wut wio the fields, and alvag the banks & tha
nver

Urgent apphicauons for the Bible are made from the Provinces, far
more than can be sypplied , o much ~o that onc thousand capiea might
be dinposed of in the conrse of ten days  Sinet search 13 made at the
Custom-houss, ard very few are got through  In thes scarcity of the
Word of God a few persons have copred in M3 the greater part of
New Testament, from one which had been lent them o read

Itas a fact already known, that the Ttalian service 1n the Swiss Pro-
testant Church, was suppressed becaose it wasso much frequented There
wete between 600 and 700 Itahans present, the lost ume.  And none, 1t
13 saud, but those who are actually labounng, hive a complete :dea of the
plentiful harvest to be gathered ia that land, could pubhc preaching be
exercised, ft 13 not 100 much 10 eay, that two-thirds of the whole popula-
uon would (eave sthe Romish system.

In conclusion, the infornant says, * Respecung our need of temporal
means for carrying on the work, and provide for so many children and
famihes, without fnthers to provide for them, they being in pnson or ban-
ished, I mecely wish thua to sllude 10 it, 8nd 10 #ay that the Lord has 2)-
ways made hia promises good to us up 10 this ume  and having given us
e Fon he will withhold no good thag from us.”
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