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he mentions that somo were soro vexed, and one in a rago went
out of church.”” And so convinced was Boston that it is the sole prero-
gative of God, to open up ficlds of uscfulucss to his ministers, that ho
never could bo prevailed on to do anything which could possibiy o con-
strued into sccking a call for himsolf. But after many disappointments,
he was ordained in 1699 over tho small parish of Simprin, in the neighe
bourhood of Danse, with tho entiro concurrence of both patron and peo-
plo; where, for eight yoars, ho mado full proof of his ministry, and
whowed that ho was 4 workman that led not to b as! 1

Tho parish of Simprin was very small, being chicfly confined to one
village. But Boston —studicd s carefully, and visited from honso to
houso with as much fdolity, as it ho had committed to him tho spiritual
oversight of thousands. o cathochised tho parish once a year; fre-
quently visited "io sick ; held a prayer-meeting once a weck, either in
his own house or in tho church, and in summer, preached twice every
8abbath. At communion seasons, many from the neighbouring parishes
went to hear him, and to participate in the ordinance. At the communion
colobrated, just before his translation to Etterick, his own parishioners
Bore & very small proportion to the strangers.  Such unwearicd labours
awoke tho hostility of many of the neighbouring clergy, and as is usual-
Iy the case with little minds, and always with unsanctified hearts, they
endeavourcd to depreciato the excollenco they coutd not imitate. But
in spite of the malico of men, he was highly honored by his Divine Mas-
ter. He preached, at tho commencenient of his ministry, thoso discour-
ses which afterwards form the substance of tho Fourfold State ; a hook
which is road wherover tho English languagoe is spoken.  Ho imitated
the éxample of our blessed Lord and his apostles, who proached re-
pentance beforo they cxhibited the gospel—who announced the nature
and exteat of tho disoase, hefore they pointed to tho only cfficacious re-
medy-—and thus shut men up, as close prisoners, to the righteousncss
which is of God by faith.

" About a yoar after his ordination, Doston was married to Catharine
Brown, a pious lady to whom ho had been engaged, when a preachor.
And hers ho showed how truly he did everything in the fear of the Lord.
He mado the subject a matter of scerat prayer before making proposals
to the lady ; and a little before his marringe, wo find the following en-
tries in his journal, Apeil 23rd, 1700, * This day I gct myself to spend
some timo in sceking light from tho Lord in that point (his marringe).—
I prayed twice, but was in no good case, and so could not fall on what
I aimod at. I tried it again, and after a while, I got my foct fastened ;
tho Spirit did blow on me, and the matter was laid out beforo the Lord :
. and my conscicnce told me that I did sincerely desire God's determina-
tion in the casc ; which desiro I saw as the sun at noon.” June 28th,
1700. « I spent somo time this day in prayer, with respect to iny mar-
siago mainly ; was solidly affected with it, and helped to bolieve ; and
have hitherto folt my spirit bettered thereby, keeping somewhat moro
closoly with God than hefore.,” Immediately after his marriage, ho re-
tired to his chamber, and poured out his heart before God. A union so
sanctified by prayer, could scarcely fail to ho a happy one; and hence
Boston wroto the following character of his wife, not in a foverish
dream of youthful excitoment, but thirty ycars after his martiage. “Thus
was [,”” says he, “by all wisc providenco yoked with my wife, with
whom I bave now (1730), by tho mercy of God, lived thirty years com-
pleto; a woman of great worth, whom I therefore passionately loved
and inwardly honored ; a stately, beautiful, and comely personage, truly
pious and fearing the Lord ; of an evenly temper, patient in our common
tributations, and under her personal distresscs ; & woman of bright natural
parts, an uncomnon stock of prudence ; of a quick and lively apprehen-
sion in things sho applicd herself to ; great presence of mind in surpris-
ing incidents ; sagacious and acute in discerning tho qualities of per-
sons, and, thorefore, not casily imposod upon ; modest and grave in her
deportment, but naturally cheerful; wise and affable in conversation,
having a good faculty at speaking, and cxpressing hersclf with assur-
anco ; endowed with a singular dexterity in dictating of letiers ; being a
pattern of frugality, and wise managenent of hovschold aflairs, there-
fore entirely committed to her; well fitted for, and carcful of the virtu-
ous education of her children ; remarkably useful to the country side,
both in the Merse and in the Forest, through her skill in physic and sue-
gery, which, in many instances, a peculiar blessing appcared to bo com-
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manded upon from heaven ; and, finally, a crown to mo in my public
station and appearances.”

After his marriage, fow cxciting incidents appeared in Boston’s life,
aduring tho timo he remained in Simprin,  In March, 1702, ho wasa
member of the first General Asscinbly, held in the reign of Queen Anne.
Tho Earl of Seaficld was the Lord High Commissioner, and Mr. Georgo
M&udrum was chosen Moderator, as tho man who would bo most accep-
tablo to him. Queen Anne, on several occasions, showed an ardent
desiro to intraduce popery into the kingdom, and constituto it the eatab-
lished religion. With this design, it was determined to rednce tho
power of tho Church Courts, and to prevent them from passing any act
initmical to popery.  When, therefore, a motion was made, asscrting the
intrinsic power of tho Church, it was sct aside on the plea, that it was
of no uso to claim a power which they alroady posecesed, and which was
not ealled in question. No doubt, some high-toned chutchman would
urge, that to make such a declaration of the Church's independenco an
that proposed, would bo “an unnccessary and nitroncous vaunting of
high Christian principle,” and to pleasa a party, tho resolution was
dropped.  fiut no concesaion short of absoluto submiseion could satis(y
tho commissioner, Somo days afierwards, an ovorture was presented
for preventing Protostants marrying with Papists, and a8 soon as a mo-
tion was made for its recommintal, the Commissioner rose and, in the
Queen's name, dissolved the Assembly. ‘This extraordinary step took
tho Assembly by surpriso; the Moderator left the chair, and cven the
votes of the disscnticnts could not bo marked. *’This was one of the
heavicst days,” says Boston, “that over I saw, beholding a vain man
trampling on tho privileges of Christ's house, and othors crouching under
the burden,”

In 1704, an incident occurred which excited a romarkable influcnce
on Boston's future life. While visiting in Simprin, he saw two Jintle
books abovo the window head, the one, “The Marrow of Modern Di-
vinity,” the other, *“ Christ's Blood Flowing Freely to Sinners.” e
purchased the Marrow, carcfully read it, and preached the doetrines
which it contained. It struck at the very foundation of that low Ar.
minianism and Polagianisty which was preached in the Chureh of Scot-
fand, and at & subsequent period, originated the United 8ocemsion. A
curions compound of faith and works, of law and gospel, was then
preached,  Tho mentiment which was continually in the mouths of theo-
logians of this achool, was: Do what you can for your own salvation,
and Christ will do tho rest ; just as if God would ever put man on a way
of saving himself, and thus pour dishonor on Christ’s finished work. In
fact, salvation from its commencement to its close, must be wholly of
graco. In tho clegant languago of Harvey, “It is not like a fringo of
gold bordeting tho garment ; not like an embroidery of gold decorating
the robo ; but liko the merey-seat of the ancient tabernacle, which was
gold—pure gold--all gold throughout.” In opposition to this doctrine,
it was maintained that some qualification, on the sinner's pan, is neces-
sary in order to his coming to Christ. Sometimes it was maintained in
the gross form, that certain works were necessary ; and, at other times,
repentance and faith wero changed into works, and thus, under tho guise
of evangelical sentiment, doctrines wero publicly taught, which Paul
would havo designated * another gospel.” ‘The chicf propositions con-
tained in tho Marrow, and for which Boston aftcrwards contended in the
General Asscmbly, aro added to his autobiography, and ato as follows:

1. * It is tho duty of all that hear the gospel, upon tho revelation of
Christ therein, without looking for any previous qualification in them-
sclves, instantly to belicve in him for salvation, both from sin and wrath,
that only by so doing, will persons be enabled in a gospel manner to for-
sake sin—that it is inconsistent with the method of gospel grace, and
absolutely impossible for a man to forsake his sins, in a way of gospel
repentance, (which kind of forsaking only can please God,) till the Spirit
determine him to come to Christ as a Princo and Saviour, exalted to
givo repentanco and remission of sins.

2, « That though there is no univorsal atonsment, yet in the word
there is a warrant given to offer Christ to alt mankind, whether elect or
reprobate, and a warrant to all freely to receive him, howover great sin-
ners they are, or have been.

3. “That in justifying faith, there is & real persussion inghe heart of
tho sinner, that Christ is his, and that he shall have life and salvation
by him, and that whatever Christ did for the redemption of mankind, he



