nifles, there s no station, no uvne he-
ing required owing 10 n: unsetuey
and barren state of the councry. .8
the road, however, requires (o ve nept
in order, the company has crected sees
tlon houses at mtervuls ol o u, v
miles, In each of ‘wnfen w stan of
rullway employes lhive, rhe st
usuadly consists In the summer sca-
son of twou Sectlon foremen, witn gve
o' 8ix men under them. A secuon
of he road, usudlly ten mlles cach
way frem the house, Is allotwed e-ch
way to the statt or gang., One fore-
man takes half ot the section *“hands,"
and starts out in the morning on his
hand car, which i{s pumped by somne
of the men, to some rauity spot on his
heat. The other foreman does the
same, in the opposite direction. They
take out their dinner with them, and
do not meet again untll night.

They lead lonely lives, as may be
imugined in this desolate country, the
express rushing past once a day, or
an occasional freight stopping to re.
plenish their water barrels, or leave
them provisions, are the only breaks
in their monotonous lives. Church—
thero is none to attend, and unless the
“missionary’’ penetrates their solitude,
to administer to their gpir.tual needs,
they may pass weeks or months with-
out a public service, or a word spoken
to guide or help them in thefr daily
1ife, or to teach them the first prin-
cipies of the Christian faith.

It was with the object of doing
such work as this that I undertook
the journey in October last, through
this cdountry, by trail, if trail it

can be called. I left Estevan on Oct. .

Sth and reached Pasque on the 1lith
inst., being six days on the road. A
more lomely trip I never took. From
the time of leaving one of the houses
in the 1aorning to  “making,”’
another at night, nothing was to be
seen but a trackless desert, swept con-
tinually by high winds, a low line of
blue to the far south—the Dirt Hills
of Dakota—being the only landmark.
The whole country had a short time
vefore been ravaged by prairie fires,
so its drieary condition can be imag-
ined. It was sometimes with diffleulty
that I could find a little patch of dry
grass that had escaped the fire for
my horse to feed on at noon.

Most of the country is ¢f a “hum-
mucky” description, such as may be
scen here and there in small patches
in Manitoba. Viewed from the win-
dows of a railroad car by 2 casual
observer} when it is covered with
grass, it may look fair enough, hut
attempt to drive over it! One might
Just as well attempt to drive over
& town of a.nt hills? and, even going
it 'a. walking' ‘pace, the process is most
paintul and hard on both horse and
rig. This may be some solution to the
railroad trav ler of the somewhat un-
accountable sight of a trail rumning
in the rallroad ditch, almost touching
tHe rails on which his carriage runs.
and causing ‘him to wonder what the
praidie traveler sees so attractive in
such close and dangerous proximity
tos’ road constructed for vehicles of a
different mode of locomotion, and are
that i{s-usually carefully avoided. The
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fact Is that tha sof: clay ul the
bottom of the railroad ditch, unevsn
as it is, forms a far better service for
rige to travel over than the “hum-
mucky" prairie. This conditien o
the ground {3 reddlly caused by the
nature of the soll, which i3 of the
kind known as “gumbo.” It s pure
dlay: there Is no surface soll or black
loam, and it eracks with the heat of the
nmidsummer sun—the flssures gradu-
2lly forming permunert depressions,
Very lttle teavelling i3 done here by
rig, consequently there {s little or no
trail: and if, one summer, some Lttle
track s formed. v Is completely cb-
liternted the next. The ditches belng
full of water half the summer. a fresh
crop of weeds spring up as it deles.
The houses visited were six in num-
ber, and although the s:rvices were
of the simplest drseription, they were
evidently appreciated; and, there was
often a greater reverence shown than
is sometimes the case on more formal
occasions., A chafr or two, an cld

box, or even the fcot of a stalrcase
gerved for scating accommodation,—the
“itchen table for praycr desk and pul-

Y

n-ar to Pasqua Junction, and a tew
Mlles further on to the thriving town
of Maosejaw, a place with about a
thrurand Inhubitants,  This Ia vssent-
fally a railroad town,— a divisional
beint on the C.P.R. There are large re-
pair shops and anengine house; and,
the numerous and often pretty llttlo
brick und stone villas, are the residence
of raliway cmployeex. The Chureh s
buflt of brick. and is roomy and well-
¥arnlshed, while n  cosy parsonage
stands mear at hand. I spent o week
here, and was able to assist at the
harvest services, and to enjoy again
the convenlence and accessories of
w- 1 brdered ritua..

I drove frem here to Regine, some:
forty miles. This {s the capital of the
Province, and the largest town in the
diocese; and, it Is & matter of thank-
fullness that we have here a church
worthy of the pluce. St. Paul's has
only recenily been bullt, and Is a
handgome structure of brick and stone,
—lighted by clectricity, and hand-
sumely furnished. There is no chan-
cel as yet: but, the Intwrnal arrange-
ments are such that the absence of ft

pit. It was a touching sight to see
the rough men, In solled overalls, on
thelr knees In prayer, and it was
pleasing to see the attention with
which they listened ‘to words of ex-
planation, exhortation. and pleading
of the simplest kind,—In reality a mere
'ralk, and an attempt to hring some of
the heauties of the faith and the love
of Jesus into the roughness and | ne-
liness of their uncultured lives.

One time, a foreigner, who undee-
stood little English, had, owing to vio-
lent toothache, remained 4n a distant
fcorner of the rocom, but for all that
jcined reverently in the ser.ice. When
it ‘was over, he came and pressed a
quarter into my hand as his contri-
hution to the offertory. Tha offertories
Oon these occasjons were always good:
£3 much as $2.25 being sometimes given
by'a. congregation of six or eight men.

It was indeed a rellef, after six days

spent in these wild solitudes, to dra7’
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is not so noticeable as it might be.
The vestry on the north side, and the
organ chamber on the south, reduce
the widta of the Church at the caat
end, and form a temporary sanctuary.
The Sarum colors are in use here, and
seem  to be taking precedence over
the Roman throughout this dlocese,
The work here on Sunday is very
severe—tco much for one man. The
Sunday 1 spent in Regina., there was
an early celebration at 7.30. Immed-
jately afterwards we hurried ‘back to
the vicarage. in our cassocks, for
breakfast. Before we had the kettle
boiling and the tea made, the team
avpeared to take us to the barracks
of the N. W. Mounted Police for the
9 o'clock service. We arrived two or
threz minutes late, and thesoldiera
had marched in, and taken their scats.
The musical part of the sgervice was
well rendered,—the organ being accom-
panfed by other Instruments played



