b

CANADA MILITARY GAZETTE,

oky on the seeond of Febraary e snged any.
thing bat geuial tes1lts, Thus au nucient An-
glhican chyme assures us that - —
*Phe biod e as hef sce
His waife on g taer,
A3 that Candlemas Day
Should be plensant aud dear,”
To the same tenor s a melrcul proverb sull
current in North Brtain —
“Uf Candleinass s fair and clear,
Thete'll be twa winters in the vear.”

And once more, inthe * Conntry Almanack
for 1667, we are instrueted as fullows, under
the hicad of Febraary —

* Foul weather 13 no news, hail, rain aud snow
Are now expeoted, and esteemed o woc,
Nay, it is an omen bad, the yeomen say,
If Phuebus sbows his fuco the second day.”
From the carly bour at which we go to press
it 13, of coursy, unpossibie for us tu speculate
upon the aerial picnumena of Candlemuns 1857,
Wy trust, however, that Dau Pliarbus, will, tor
tns duny only, keep his countenance under n
vel, presuning alwayy, that the above ated
vaticitmtivny are tinctured with veracitude.—
Torvato Tunes.

A NIGHT'S ADVENTURES.

—
FRUM ANDERSON"® ¢ £\ PLORATIONS IN SOUT, -
WESTERN AFRICA.?

—_—

Notwith«tanding my anxious desire te

towatda the waler, togethes with the nusty
ttahit R, Lave an IMCTeased appearauce ot
bulk and noghtiness 1o thete naturiily giant
structures,

Croaehineg dJown ag low as possibly in
the « shann,” 1 waited Wit beating bheart
and ready anle the approwei of the eading
male, Who, unconscious of petly Was wah-
g stezat tor my hudioz place. Lhe pos-
wion ot lus budy, however, was unfavorable
tor a shot; and, kuowing flom evpenence
that 1 had httde enance o obtanunyg more
than a siugle good one, 1 wanted tot an op-
portutnty to fire at his shoubder, whien, as
betore said, 18 preferabie 1o any otner puit
when shooting at tght.  But Uns chauce,
untortunately, was not atforded tut s enor-
mous bk towered above my head. ‘tThe
consequence was, that, Winle 1 the act ot
rsing the muzzie ot my ntle over the
sskaray,” my body caught us ey, and,
betore 1 condd place thes prece tom) shoui-
der, he swoug himsel! touud, aud, wnh
trunk elevated and cars spread, desperaieiy
charged me. 1t wits 10w 100 lale to think
ot tlight, much less ot slaying the savage
beast. My own Je was e inminer t geo-
pardy @ and seemy thato 1 | remaned  par-
adly ereet, e vietad anevitably seize e
with fus provuscis, L ittew  mysed o my
back win some violesce 3 e wlueh posa-
,ton, and waithout shousdenngt the nfie, |

nervous from my conthet with the elephant
Livstuo ime o g, ‘The beast dad uot
at ouce fail 1o the ground, but from appear-
ance | liad every 1eason to behieve be would
not hve long.
. Sewmeely had T reloaded when a black
. rthinoceros of the species Keitloa (a female,
sl proved) stood dunhing at the water ;
; but bier posttion, as with the elephant in the
st stance, was volavorable for a good
fehot.  As, however, she was very near me,
v thought Twas preity sme of breaking hor
}leg, and thereby disabling her; and in this
i1 succeeded. My fire seemed to madden
her; she rashed wildiy forward on three
legs, when 1 guvo hier a second shotthousls
apparently swith litle or no effect. 1 falt
surry at not boing abie to eund lhier sufferin
atonce ; but us [ was too woll acquaiites
with the habits of the rhinoceros to veutvre
on pursuing her under the circumstances, 1
determned to wart patiently for daylight,
and then destroy  her with the aid of my
doss.  Butit was not so.
As no more elephants or other large game
appeared, 1 thought after a tme 1t mighe
be as well 1o go s search of the white rhi-
uvceros, previously wonnded ; and [ was
not long u tindig his carcass; for my balt
Las T sapposedt, had caused his almost tnme-
diate death.
fuhea ing back to m?' “skarm,” [ asei-

reach the Ngami—the goab of my wishes— - tired npwards at random towards s chest, fdentally teok aturn m the direction pursued
1 determned, befure finaliy leaving hobis, ' attering, at tne same time, thie most prere- by the black thinoceros, and by ill-luck, as

toduvote ong moro day, or rather mgnt, o

“ing shouts and cites. The ciange ot posi-

the destruction of thedentzens of the torest. , on, 10 ail baman probabiny, saved my
But the adventure nearly tenmiated tatal-'hte s for, at the same mstant, the tunk of
ly ; andthe mght of the 15th of July, wilt 'the enraged ammal desceaded precisely on
uver be remembered by nte as one of the the spot where | had been previousy ctouch-
most eveutlul epochs of my fe ; for, in the | vd, sweeping away the sloues (many ok i
course of it, 1 was three several imes inthe [ large s170) that formed the tore part of my
very jaws of death, and only escaped des- | “skarm,” like many pebbles. 1n another
truction by a miracle, momnent his droad fore-feet pussed directly
From the constant persecutionto which |over my tuce.
the larger ramo had of late beon subjected | [ now expected nothmg short of buing
at Kobis, it hud become not only scarce,but | crushed to death.  But unagime my relief;
wary ; and hearing that elephants and rhu- | when, mstead of renewing the charge, he
noceroses sull continved to resort to Abeg-1swerved to the lelty, and moved ot with
han, 1 torthwith proceeded there on the | considerable tapidity—most happtly with-

the event proved, at once encourntered her,
Nhe was otll on ker lews bat her position,
as betees, was nnfavorable.  Hoping, how-
eves, to make her change it for a better and
[thas enabled me to destroy  her at once,
jtook up a stone and hurled it at her with al}
my force ; wheu, snoitmg horribly, erecting
her tail, Leeping her head close 1o the
groumd, and raising clonds of dust by her
cet, shie rushed at me with fearfu) fury, |
had only just time 10 leve) my rifle and fire
before she was uvpon upon me—and the
neat instant, while instinctively turnin

round for the parpose of retreaung, she lai

me prostrate.  The shock was so violent as

night in question.  Somewhat meautiously, ot my having recerved othee myuries than 1o send my ntle, powder-flask, and ball
1 took up my position—alone, as usaal—on 'a few bruses, occiastoned by the tailing of ) pouch, as also my cap, spinning in the air;

a narrow nuek of tand dividing two small

- the stones.

Under Providence, | altnbute

the gy, indeed,as afterwards ascertained, to

poola; the space on either sule of wy | my extaordiny escape to the centusion ' a disiance ot felly ten feet.

sskarm” bewny only sutncient for a large
animal to stand betaeen me and the water.
1 was provided with a blanket, and two or
three spare guns.

soit euchanting light 1s shed over the stin- as he was 1elreatng, and puttedihe tngyer ; | escape, L
but to my mlense mortiication, the p:ece |ing tumbled me over (in doing which her
1t wus matter of tiankiuiness | head, and forepart of her body, owang to the
[ violeuce of the charge, was half buried in

bering fandscape; the moon was so bnght
and clear that 1 could discern even asmall
ammal at a considerable distance.

[ had just completed my wmrangements,
when a noise, that I can hken only 10 the
passage of atraiv of artillery, bioke the
stitlness of the air ; evidenly came from the
direction of one of the numerous stony paths
or rather tracks, leadizg to the water, and
1 imagined it was caused by some waggons
that might have crossed the Kalahari.
Raising wnyself partially from my recum-
bent posture, I fixed my eyes steadily oun
the part of the bush whence the strange
sounds proceeded ; but for some time [ was
unable to make out the canse. All at once,
howover, the mystery was explained by
the appearauce of an immense elephant,
immediately loilowed by others amounting
to eighteen. ‘The towering forms told me
at a glance that they were all males. It
was a splendid sight to behold so many
huge creatures approaching with a free,
sweepmg, unsuspecting an:d stately step.
‘Tue somewhat clevated gronnd whence
iLey emerged aad which gradaally sioped

"ot the annpal cavsed by the wound 1 had

intheted ou i, sd o the cries ehiated

trom e when tmy vtmost need.

! On the beast charging me, it crossed my
]

mund that, unless sore

¢ at once by her hor
her impetus \\'olll(rbc

such (after knocking

Immediately after the efepunant bad left ' me downs whieh 1 took for granted would
It was one of those magnificemt tropical me 1 was on iy legs, and, sastching up a lbe the case) asto carry her beyond me,
moonhight nights, when an descuibably | spare nde Iywg athand, 1 pemted at lim, {and I might thus be aflorded a chanee of

nssed e,
to me, however, tat o sidac st liad
not vceurred when e ammal charged ;

destruction.

Drng thisincident, the rest of the ele-
phants retreated mto the bush ; but, by the
ume 1 had repaired my ¢ skarm,” they re-
appeared with stealthy and cautious sleps
cu the opposite sule of the poll, though so
distant that 1 could notaire with any pros-
pect of success.  As they did not approach
uearer, [ atlempted to stalk them but they
would not allow me 10 come to close quar-
ters, aud after @ while moved ofl altoge-
ther.

Whilst pondeting over my iate wonder-
ful escape, 1 ebserved ata hitle distance a
huge white rhinoveros protrude s pander-
ous and mishapen head throughihe bushes
and presently afterwards he approachied to
withi a dozen paces of my ambuscade.
His breadside was then fully expoved to
(view, and, notwithstanding st feltairle

for, had my gun not then eapioded, notinng, | violence, her fore quarter
as I concerve, could have saved me from | body.

So, wdeed it happened ; for, hav-

the sand), and trampled on me with great
assed over my
Stragahing lor life, 1 seized my op-
portumty, and as'she was recovering her-
self for a renewal of a charge, I scrambied
out from between her hind Tegs.

But the enraged beast had not yet done
with me! Scarcely hat I regained my
feet before she struck me down a second
time, and with her horn ripped upmy nght
thigh (though not very deepiy) from near
the knee tothe hip; with her forefeet,more-
over, she nt me aterrific blow on the left
shoulder near the back of the neck. My
nbs bent under the enormous weight and
wessure, and for a moment, I must, as 1
; behieve, have lost consciousness—1 have
: at least very indistinct notions of what af-
"terwards took place. All I remember is,
that when 1 raised my head, I heard a fur-
.fous snoiiz and plunging among the
_neighboring bushes. )
1now arose. though with great dithcalty
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