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Hy catly morny as we have swid averything 1
wan prepared for the dopartiie of Walter and
his Inther ns soonas Ludwig alinuld make his
spyearance,  In a state of ngitationy Margaret
would oue monent run out to see if the tow-
tug-horses were yet in sight at the nearcet
turn ol the rivery and the siext she would rush
inlu the coitage and again busy herseil atout
Walter and his bundie, saying to him athousand
th;_m;c which she had sail vver and uver again
before.

Atlength, abunt seven o'elosk, the cracking of
whips and the nol« of horsre was heard,  Lhere
they ure atlast1”® exciaimed every onn,  Walter
aciged s bundle with one hand, and with the
other Ll Margaret down the bank 10 the side ot
the Rhine, their heartsfou fail tospeak. ‘The anx-
jous moment of departure had arrived.  Hans,
who had sighalled hie o)l arquaintance Ludwig
to draw nigh, was slready speaking 1o himoflis
pro joutney to Strasburg,  The bargalu was
attisd in'a nloment, Tor the raflt-pilot had oade a
mare than usually gond excursion, and wasin the
best passible humour, Hesiden, he was glad 1o
have & (resh companien (0 tafic ubait his advere
tures on the river, and was quite happy lo wels
come Hans and Walter to & 1itt in the barg-—
They accordingly stepped on board, Walter's
brothers giving him a heaity chieer, aud bis mothe
cf her blesaing, as they left the sure,  Margaret
was the last they saw, a4 she stood on & banknear
siraining her eves through her tast.coming lears
1o cdtch the last giliapse of Walter asthey wened
a bend in the Rhine,

Walter, who had never been but & few niles
up saddown the Rhuie {rom Roscnthal, was
enatnd with every new featare of the seenery
which cam® into view, and ha was equally ue-
Jighted with the starles and anceloles of Ludwig,
who had som~thing to say over cvery old castle
anl erag which they passed in their jouraev, Al-
though & man of raugh manncers, he was kind to
Waller, unl gave him & place in which 1o slecp
::_ night, w;lder a Jintle doek wounted near thestern

the vesael,

Th: firsl night Walter was on hoanl the barge
he had Jittle luclination to sleep, his mind being
300 much agitated with the novelty of his situa-
tion to allow repose,

“gines you do hot scem 1o wish to ie down,”
sald old Ludwig to him, as he sat jooking out
upoan the broml river glivering in the moontight,
wif you liko 1 will teil you a siory abdut that
cutious ald tower which we are gowig (0 pass on
our right 1" ¢ ) )

* What tower 1 askod Walter; #1 do not see
any one on the banks just now.” :

1t do:x not stand ona the bankeatall, my young
friend ; it is situated on A rock which rises from
the middle of the Rhine—a kind ot island; anda
strongly fortificd place it must have been ia the
times ol tbe okl German wars.  Doyou not see it
now, almost right alicad, like a griin giany rising
from the bosow of the stregra 17

 Now, { think I see it,” replicd Walter. “Do
tell me the story about it if you please, [ am
sure it must be something very teerible,”

#Terrible, it is, if all b2 true, though of that
one canaot be certain,  Like all the Rhinestories,
it is no doubt a mixture of truth and invention,
asd we must just take it as we find it, At all
events, here it is as the prople round about el
jt.”  And Ludwigrelated the following legend ;—

* Onoe ou & time, ages ago, when the castles
og the Rhine were jnhabited by and their
mea-at-arms, this tower in the midst of the rivey
was erected by a wicked and powerful chicfnam-
«d Graaf, for the purpose ot exacting tolls from
every one who passed up or down the Rhine, If
a boat_or barge dared to go by without drawing
up to the tower to pay a vertain toll, the warders
outhetopofthe battlenaents had ordersto shoot with
esois-bows at the voyager, and either oblige him
to draw nigh, or kilt'him for daring to pase with-
out paying.  Yon must underand that the baron
who exacted this toll had donénothing to drscrve
it, and had vo Jaw in hisz favaur, Jt was solely
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frorft his own wift and picasnre that he demandnd
a duty on paseing boate: ancans of suppotling
himoeif, and of acqniring weatth withemt wotking
tor it.

Everybody farandnear frarnd this dominerting
rarcal,” Lie kept & bamd of men in another castle
which h~ hal at soae distaner, anl with these he
definl any one 1o challonge Tus ascumed rights,
Onten he'hiaThattles with nefghloring tarons, but
e was gencrally  victorious, awd en tuch occa.
sions he never made any privoners, All who were
taken hay put to death with shocking batbarism
and fgaominy,

Avaong o't ways by which he gathered mo-
n-y¥ was that ol‘mcutionallﬁ buying up, or rather
taking for & small price which he'pat on it, the
carn grown by the peasantein his neizhourhoad,
Geaal was & very cunning tman in this fespect,e—
He could very casily have taken all the crops for
ten il » round for nothing; but the consegitence
would have been, that no oo woukl have tillal
any_more land in that quarter, aml 20 he could
nat have taken more than the cormof & single aca.
son.  He wae, as 1 say, too cunning for this; his
plan was to mak> a show of kindfieas to the peas.
antry, hut {0 take advantags of (hele mecessities.
Sametimes he acnt the com which he this got at
a triiling exprnse 1o Mayence, aud procured large
sums jor it; but more trequently he kept the corn
up till there was & dearth, and then he could get
for it any moaey he liked to name,

Year ‘after ycar Count Graal grew sicher and
richor with #poils of oue kiud and another; aud
cveryone saidthat he conld not passout of'the world
without som2 sharp and signal punishment for
his greed and maniiold o?prw-ions. This, how-
ever, seemad loug of soming about,  Yetthe time
ol’ vengeance acrived at Jast, He had beoome
old and more hard-hearted than ever, when one

car thore arose a dreadiul famine ia the land,

'hic summer and autuinn were 30 wet that the
grain did not ripen, and it continued still green
when the snows of winter fuil on the ground. 1g
cvety town and village the ety of distress was
heard; the husbandman saw his little ones fuin.
ting and perishing for lack of foud, and the
wealthy becoming poor, from being oblj ]
gurchau al enormous prices smail supplies of

read. Every one was sufering except the cun.
aing o\l baron whom [ am teilisg you of, 'While
sverybudy elskcried, he laughed” and chuckled
over the rare high prices he should get for his
great sore of grain, which, for security, he trans.
ferrd to the sooms and vaults of the towsr la the
river, . '
‘Things during that awful winter became duity
woire throughout the country, .'I'so poor of the
villages flocked to the towns for assisiance; bot
the tuwns being as badly off as the villages and
hamlets, the famishing crowds were refused ad-
mittance, and they perished fn thousands at the
gateways, Al anlinals fit for food were killed
and eaten up,asIhave heard ; cows, oxen, horses,
dogs, and other creatures. A vcrty cu~ious thing
was uow observed, Large numibers of rats now
hegan lo roam’abowt the country in quest of food;
and so bold and ferocious did they
people fled befure them,  'When accounts of those
disresses weee taken Lo old Count Giaal at tlie
tower, he did not.in the smallent degree conimis-
erate the woes of the poor, Insiead-of opening
hia granarics and selling his corn at & reasonadle
cost,be declared that he should notdispose of & par.
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as high as ten guilders.® ‘If the are slar-
ving,‘ £aid be Joculanly, 'why dobg:‘: Y eat rats,
rather than allow so much godd foodlo go to
waste thronghout the country? This was a
bitter saying, and was afterwirds' remembered
agaiust Lim. Oue night, when he was sitting
there, congratulating himeelf on soon getting the
riee he demanded-~for the loaf was now selling
or nine and & half guilders—the warder from.
the top of the castle rushed saddenly into his ap.
artment, and ‘declared that ihe riyer was cover-
ed with armies of rats ‘swimming bokdly 10 the
tower, and that soms. had already gaived o lanc.

*ixteen shillingrand eighipence stertng, .

e, that Ha

ticle till the price of the Joaf in Mayence resched

ot P~ A EE—INE - =t

Ingt, and were climbing up the Yoopholes and walls,
Scarccly had this intelligence been communicated
by the tetrified man.at.arme, when thonsands of
lamishing rats powred in at the deors, windows,
and paseages, in search, no doutt, of somethin
to cat, whether corn or human beings matt

fot to thein.  Flight and defence were equally
impossible,  While host aller host attacked 1he
granarics, bands fell u on the wicked vid baron
ant he was worticd (o desth where he Iny, and
almost immediately torn fn picces and devoured,
The wander and one ot twoof the atiendants
alonc crcapal, by throwing theineelves into a
boat and making with all speed for the nearest
bank of the river, 1 need searcely tell yon that,
when the news of Count Graafs death was
spread abeoad, wobody monrned his fate, which
indeed wae 1o ked upon as a just punishment for
his great covetousncss and cruclly, No one ven.
turl near the tower for several months aflere
wards, When s length the heirs of the Count
visited i1, they found that all the grain had been
eaten U, and that nothing remained of its former
owner but & skelcton stresched o the cold floor
of one of the apatuaents,  Such was the end of
the wicked Count Graal; and ahbough such
famines may hever take place in our tines, his
fate is not the less & warning to those whe would
sinfully, and for \h=ir own ends, prevent the poor
from having a proper supply of bread.”

With stories such as this, Ludwix made the
long passaze nuhe river seem shott (o Walter,
who, when the barge artived at Straaburg on the
fourth day afier lcaving Rosenthal, wassurpsised
tofind that he was atibe end of his journey.—
Bidding adicu to Ludwig and his companions,
Hans and his son now arcived at the fortilications
of Strasburg, and entered the crumded city. The
strects, the houses, the shops, all seemed like &
scene of encha ‘nimentbefore the eyes of the coun.
try boy; aud as. the grat clock of the cathedral
struck eight, he histesed 'n wonder and delight to
its fincdeep tore, wh fch jed o u Teverie on clocks
and watches, and clockmakers and watchmakers,
till he was roused by his father stopping &t the
rmill door of a tall, dismal lovking ina
narrow, dark, dirty little street. He now made
Walter follow bim tip & long staircase, which
seemed almost endlese 1o the boy, till they stopped
at the door of & room in one of the upper storeys
and knocked with his hand, The door was
Ly his brother, who had just returned ffom his
work, and gave them a hearty reception, leading
them in to his wife, a tall, buny-louking waman,
not very clean in her person, who was '&:puing
the supper of opion broth and salad. ere was
& strong sinell of onloas and lobacco in the rvom;
but to this Walter was accustomed at home;
though his aunt’s untidy appearance, and the
gloomy discomlort of the mmall room, were not
80 like home, and'for a moment his heart sank
within him. Huwever, a kind reception, and
somg WA soap, which, as he was very husgry
be was glad g:‘,chcaed bim; and be was soon
axleep on the MI&w mattress of ihe’ litle wooden
bed prepared for him in & Tecess in the next room

iy ly, ‘and dreamt that he wes. a
walchimnaker, and had made the clock of the ce-
thedral; ‘bn.tmiuu a8 his father and mother and.
Margaret his btodnn,i and all the vu.lam
were assembled, and, admiriog his werk,
whole steeple fell down with such & crash (bac he
awolee ; and, sarting ap in  bed, saw his fither
whe had tipset the only chair in' the room in his
harry to call Walter to Md him good-bye, as he
was returaing home, Hek the
tionaiely, bade bim be good and obedient
master and his uycle, Mmhrgﬁhh dut{
God, or all thaihis mother and he had taught him,
and Jeft the room. © 'Walter was alone forthe firs:
time fn his Iife, and he sat up {1 hisbed and cried

bitterly. . L. . .
Fhat morsiog bis tincle etroduced im 10 bis
Bew mmater, & quiet old man, wich a mikd bene.
volent: sonntentnce, and a gentie
spoke kindly, and-ssemed sorry fer
boy_tho was sepacand for the Arst
family and home,  'Walier felt his kindness, and



