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TIIIRD SABBATII.

SUBJECT: The prodigal son. luke xv.
11-32.

The object of this parable is to show how
willing God is to receive oven wiiful and
g0orions sinners, and liow their conversion
redounds to bis glory.

V. 1.-Tse two sons represent,the eider,
,ho scribes and pharisees; and the younger,
île "lpublicans and sinners." The coid,
faithless man of correct external morals is
tle eidler son; the wiifui, reokicess libertine
iý the younger.

V. 12--Ii the cast sons can lawfully
diaim their share of the inheritance durin&g
their father's lite. But ail the proporty
which the fatiier secuires after this first di-
Tiin is his own, anti he mav do with it as
le sets fit. Thîis explains several points in
the parable.

V. 13.-lie took the rcadiest way to muin
lis sotl and body and estate, and to dehaso
liuîseif utterly. -4 far country-how very
Lur off do sin ners go from God !

V. 14.-Waste ever ends in want: the
end of the feast of the wicked is "la mighty
famine."
V. 15.-To feed swine is the most debn.

ing empioyînent to wbichi in the east aman
tould be put. le became an utter outoast
fron Society.
V. 16 -7iisi.s-a pod somewhat like a

Ian pod. Poor people stili live on it in
ieesona of sore famine. It grows on the
arol tree.

V. 17.-" Came to himself:" he had
las moraiiy insane. lie longed for bis
Wahers bouse. Bofore ieaving home it
iumed drudgery to be a son; now it were
Wreom to ha as "la hired servant.>'

Vy. 18, 19.-le has a true sense of bis
olora condition, and lie formas a riclhtlul,

Ive. Confession always becomes"a sin-
e. Ha once executes lais good resolutions.

V. 20.-lus father anticipates bis coming
d welcomes bim with every demonstration
love.
V. 21.-Heaeveu cest short his son'a

iuyadconfession witb assurances of
irdon and favour. Ha doe not give the

.teit time to say "make me as one of
î hirtd servants."'

V.22.-The "habst robe" iras kept for
audys and bolidays. T1'le "lring» " as a

of favour and autiîority.
V. 23.-lt is customary in the east to fat-
a calf for special occasions.

Vv. 21-29.-'lhe eider son, like the pha-
s, as angry at tîne wclcoae accordait

tht penitent. 1ia sulked, and could sa
itabon for the L3aidncss around limî.
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DOCTRINEI TO DiE PROVED.

Dhtist is the bred of lite. Johin vi. 48,

V. 30.-"« This thy son "-iteraliy this
son of t/aine. H-e spoke wvitb coîîeempt of
him, as if hoe were not bis brother: just as
the Jews did of the Ilpublicans and sinners.>'

Vv. 31, 32.-Ilis father replies gentiy and
reminds him of bis relationship, by saying,
"this brother of Chine."'

LESSONS.
This rnost affecting and beautiful parable

teaches us man), lessons and doctrines.
1. The conduct of the prodigal illustrates

the downward course of sin. Rle sank at
Iast tilt lie wais fiung out of the very brotb-
ais where lie liad wastcd bis living, and
compeiled to eat witb swine. Ilow often do
drunkcnness and dehauchery lcad, to ruin
among ourselves!

2. lis rccovery Shows w'bat true con-
version is. The sinner "lcornes to irinseif."
Ha remembers God. 11e lias a truc appre-
hension of bis sins, and a sense of the mercy
of God in Christ. le féeb lus utter un-
worthiness. lIe at once goes to God with
bis sins, and his wyants and misery.

3. In the conduet of the father we have
an illustration of God's trcatment of return-
ing sinners, how cordiaily hoe welcomcs
them, and overwhieluis tbcmn witb blessings,

4. Let the conduet of the eider brother
warn us against a sclishi trust in ourselves
and distrust of God. Hle iwns a Illegaliat."
Hie is jealous, cold and cruel.

5. All throughi the parable we find sin
represented as the cause of ruin and death;
and God's love is the only cure. Salvation
is ail of divine mercy.

DOCTRINE TO BE PRovED.

God is wiiling to receiv" the rcpenting
sinner. Matt. xi. 28-30 ; 1 Tim. i. Ir), 16,

FOTIRTU SAI3BATU.

SuBJEOTr: Ilealinq of the Syro.Phoenician
wornan's daughter. Matt. xv. 21-28.

This miracle isî related by Mark in chap.
vii. 24-30. Tyre and Sidon were near each
other, and lience the constaut union of the
names. <['ey were in Phoenicia, to tha
north-west of Palestine, about a hundred
miles from Jarusaiem. The wonian was a,
Canaanite by nation, but a Syro.l'heuieian
by residence.

V. 22.-Have mercyu-a prayer wieh is
appropriate to tlîe lips of every sinner. Sort
of David, was a mark of the truc Messiab.

V. 23.-lie tried lier faith severely, but
she continued ber prayer. "lSend lier away'
-the disciples probably ineaut, satisfy hier,
give ber raquest tlîat she may go away.
Jesur, nover sent one away empty.

V. 24.--is mission wasjérlst W the JeWS.
Among them lie is to preac.b and perform
miracles. But lie is the Saviour of ail,
Gentile as Wall as Jew.
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