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CHEING ltEPLIa8.

The replies ta the Comnîittee's question
as ta the measurç ai stuctess wbieh. lias at-
tended the practîse af Weekcly Ofl'crir.g are
xnost cheering. We have no word af any
abandonnment af tho system dnringý tic
yaar. Without any impartant limitationîs,
therefore, we ean state that te reports
from congregations which have fairly tried
the system. s0 far as they have been for.
%vardcd ta ns, are encourag9iag. The
inost unfavourable, indced, the 0111Y un-
fitvourablo statement submitted ta us is
that af a brothier, who says that lu cotuse.
qucace oi a delicit of $100 whieh had
arisen in the course ai a tiva years test of
this System, pure and simple, bis congrega-
tien at the heginning of this current year
had adlopted the cuvelopo plan viith botter,
though net peret success.

WIT!ZrS$ OF EXrERIENCE.
Even at the risk, ai detaining the Synod

a little langer, your Cotnmittee must ask
leave ta quote a few of the statemeuts of
the brethreu bearing upon this point, and
they suhmit that the session which has hiad
the longest experience bas the hast righit ta
lie heard first. In a formai statement
signed hby Moderator sud Clerk, that session
says 1'that the systein recammendcd wvas
adopted by aur 'Congreg,,ation at the time
of les organizatian lu 1844; that ail fuuds
for ecclesiastical purposes are raited by
weekly contributions ; and that tbe systeta
has been attended with complote suecess.
The successini working oi the system wvith
us for now naarly 29 ycars, wanld justify
us la racommending it ta other congrega-
tions, aven were there no other cousidera-,
tions."

Sei-eral my '" lt bas been completely
biccesshI1." One bi. otler 'states, -TVe
Cougregation lias rnade an.increasof aiq50
ou the previaus y car." Another testi fies,
"The systeni a Weekly Offering lias al-
%vays beau an improvetuent upon the aId
subseription plan, and lias licou attended
wçith greaior success lately than at auy pro-
vious time. Tue average aruount raisad
during the lest quarter %vas larger than.ener
befote " A thi 'rd says, '«IL bias been more
successici for the lest year la causequence
af liaving. asked eath persan ta naine the
amount which ho would gi*vo iveekly ta bc
iucreasetl ai lis circumstanccs permitted."
A iourth states, 1' t bias resulted in an in-
crosse ai ministerial supportto the amount
ai nenriy $100. A ftth 4cribes its suc-
cess in these exultant tenums, « "The systeim
lias mot ail thie expecitîéans ai the mnoslt

snune. After mcéeting ail expeuses the
Mnagr iound themselncs %-itli as suplus

of $1 60. Tliej have generously added

S100 to my salary, and it may ho snid that
liherality lias lîcen doubled.* É'r the ycar
1872 an average pier faroily was $12-; for
1874, $ý25." On the whole, thôrctore, the
reports tVils year as iu the p ast have been
more encouraging than the Coinmittee had.
antiripatced. Their chief regret -is that
they have not been furnished with materials
to enable tbem ta stite with confidence
whether or flot the saine kind of testimony
could hiave been oniversally given.

lIn vicwv of the instructions given theru
last year yotir Committee.thought themsel-
ves waûrranted iu appiy ta -Preshyteries as
well as ta Sessions for information respect-
ing- the efforts put forth, and the prog 1ress
nmade untier their auspices. Tlîey did- so,
however, wvith diffidence. .A.eordingly
wishing to avoid even the appearancee of
asstutmîng, as a merecommitteeof Synod, an
improper relationship tawards the bodies
wvhich constitute the radical Courts of the
Chiurch they songbt ta approach t9iem. in
terms suffi iently respectful, and tboy are
glad ta repnrt that three Presbyteries
favoured them with replies, the encaurag-
ing eharacter af which increases the iutens-
ity of their wish that they had heard from
all. One reports that ivhile they did noth-
ing officiallly, they braught the subject
promînently forivard at public meetings ia
sorne four o;r five Cougregations. Anather
states that as mhucli had been doue as iu the
eircumstances could perhaps have been
done. At three Congroeg-aional visi tations,
held since lest meeting, of Syuod, the sub-
ject was h ro*ughit promlnently forward.
Une af -these *cangregatians had already
been wvorking the system in a modified
form, and the other tîva were iuduced ta
trv it.

The CIerkc of the thLd informs them
that ia addition- ta Congregations forrnerly
reported anc bias adopted and another has
turned.to the system of Sabbath Offerings,
that so far as he kuows the systemn is work-
ing batisiactorily, especially wherea the ses-
sions takes an active in its working, that
six~ ai their CJongregations have advanced
thuir -pastors salary, tive af them by the
amonnt.of S10,- and one by the sum af
$200, of wvhich four are congregations de-
penîdent upon Sabbath Ofrlugs.

lIn view of-ail these facts the Synod. will
readily perceive why-tho Cammittee present
their report this-year -'îith exaltation' and
gratitude. Th e -experience af the Churali
in reflerence ta this -matter 'lias abundantly
jprovedthat the Almiighity's own plans for
doiug His,%vork ûïe'thé best; aud-tha wheri
He prescribasa-spedifle course it is wise ta
fo110o7 ir. cran thougli it may appenr ta lie
ibaset wîtli formidable difficulties. Judginrr
from tha pasc histy of the movemeat, it
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