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gssy tirst visitation -ef the New flebrides
blissioli.

5?UTCUNAà
We sailed from titis isiand on tise eve of

ie 24t1s of July, and rcachcd the
station of the Rev. Mfr. Gopieiand, of
Jtoin, eilly th folloNwing morning. riu-
tusta lire,'eCtt a iisoot singular appearance.
Lt is a I lirs luf itimost square mounitain
.o rock, rising ahruptiy from thic ocennu;
and, as a stranger, yon wvould wonder, on
3pproaclting it, what huasan beings could
flad to live siponi there. 01n rcaching tise
island, hiowever, yott are rciieved in discov-
eyinc, that it is not by any means so unpro.
ductive of tise fruits of tisa eartis as it ap-
pearc<i in te distance. Irpon it there are
severtai tertile ravine-like tracts, of land,
vhicli are capabile of supporting a consid
erable population. Tise nativts, who now
nuinher only about 900 souls, are a moui-
grel race, 1beinz partly of Maiay and partly
ef Papuan citraetiofl. Mr. Copelanid lias
bees living and labouring anion- these
peoplc for the last seven years; but yet,
wvih ail tise wvell-known nbiiity, prudence,
pcrseverance, and prcvîous nsissionary ex-
peicce of titis estcietnd brother, the grez't
mass ot titc Futtunese are stili tise slaves )f
the absuird and ahominable superstitions of
hethenibtn. A tew of these natives assern-
bled on tise Sabbsth to listen to Christian
instruction from thse lips of the snissionary,
bua none of tilem have yet even professcd ly
icabraccd tise Gospel; and we ohserveid
along te shsore, among tise overlianging
erags in tite vieinîty of tite mission station,
as repulsive spaîmins of tise nude and
paintesi savage as we fiad any opportunity
of secin& elseivhcre, in tite circuit of tce
group. But %we are not to " despise flie
day cfsmalil ailgs., it israts's to plant
ând to ivater, bat God givcth the increase,
ind Hts wvord shall not return to Hum void.
We wcerc gratified to find tisat so much imi-
paittant ed.ternial and preparatory mission

rck itad been effiered at tisis station. In
ay respects te ptemises isere are a

madel of convenienco, and sescl as would
st once in)lpress yen:, with a sense of the
ingenuity andi industry of tise resident mis-
6iaaary. 1IJe wvere sorry, however,' to leara
that at t principal preachling station, a
aew citurcs lisat been recently hurnt dewn
bî tihe litatîten, but -lad andi tisankfal tisat
isblas ssnoe been rehuilt. There are five
places of %vorsltip in connection wvitU Mr.
Copeland's starirsul, andi about 100 people,
401 att averasge, attend at these, for Chissttan
instrttction on te Lord>s Day. A ente-
chssm andi a book of Seripture ex tracts
have been trasiateti into tise native Ian.
guage andi pstntcd. Thse Gospel of Mark,
alto, is now ready for the press. Tiere
ame titree teaciers here, viz., one Futssnese,
4ne Aaeiyunnesz, andone Savago Issider.

These take charge of three sehools. Thirty
of te natives are abie te read. Pour mn
have -eut thecir hnir, andtix1 wear clothing.

TANNA.

Frorn Fustuna -%ve saileti for Tanna, undi
af'tecý, (àfvourabie passage of one nigit,
arriveti nt Rwamera, once te station ot
tise Rev. J. WV. Matiteson of owvn Cisurche
now, titat of tise 11ev. W. Watt of tise New-
Zealand Cisurcit. Mlr. Wtttt enjoy6 in ii
slltre of labottr, one grent ativantage, viz.,'
tisat lie is cotnparatively froo there trom
ti 50e banefal hiiuutsces iviiicis are being
exerted on tite mnds of natives in many
places on tîtese islasits by dcbased foreign
traders. Titis is due, 1 understand, to the
situation of ilwarnera, wisicla is often quite
inaccessible by itip) or boat, on accounit of
tite outlyinmr reef, wvhich affords only one
ngrrow and diflienît entrance to thiat region,
rotn,1 about. Tise Tannese in the imrne-
diate sseigitbouilsood of Kvamern, are, at
leaist, Àpparentiy friendiy towards thetr
n1vçqýOnary, andi we isad satisfaetory cvi-
dence, that both Mr. anti Mrs. Watt ar.
traiy alîve te tise grave responsibiiities of
teir important vocatiotn, and that tisey
htave hieen assiduouisly andi faitituliy dia-
cisarging the duties of tiscir higis position.
Titere are six places of wvorsltip at titis sta-
tion, wisilst absout 1250 natives oceasionniiy
attendt rhetrch. Tite asveragc attendance, of
late, has iseen 200. Titere are five Aneity-
umese teachers under Mc. Watt's superta-
tendence. At etaci of tise out-stations
a fev of the Tanttese aire learning te rend.
At tise prcinciupal statiotn tlietc is a Sabisaff
readinig scîtool, attendcd by from 40 to 50,
There is, aiso, a Saishats Scisool in tise
afterssoon, attended by an equal nain-
ber. 'ihiere is o. week-day sciool dur-
inLy the summer mon tis, attended only by
wotnen, and hieit titrce days in thu wcek,
froni one te fsve, p. m. Thse subjecta tanglit
are reading, wricitig and sewîtsg. Tisere
are tisrece inentary books in thse fiants of
the natives.

Mat. NEI LSON S STrATIOe.

We next calied at Fort; Resolution,
ývviere we were glad to meet wîta tise 11ev.
Mcr. Neilson, andto findti iat lie andi hi.
estimable wife andi tiseir tlsree dear ciid1
ren vvere ail :veli. Tise locaiity of Mr.'
Neil6on'i3 suition is elevateti, nds ali'ords sý
loveiy viewv of thsemti circular barbour in.
fronit of the house, and of tise etndulating
groundis lyiing bc'yoncl; tise situation is aisei
iseaitisy, nsuch nsore au titan îvhexc Mc.r,
Johnason and Ilis fellov-labourerae and prs-
decessors lived. WVe were condcactcd tQ
tise spot wisere lies the dttst; of Joltnsog
andth ce flrst Mrs. Paton, wvhose. missioinry'
careers nvere so shsort, but yet, isow greatly
conducive to ile advancement of ilie glotir

î874.


