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my first visitation of the New Hebrides
Mission.
FUTONA.

We sailed from this island on the eve of
¢he 24th of July, and reached the
station of the Rev. Mr. Copeland, of
Futuna, early the following morning. Fu-
tuna presents n most singular appearance.
1tis a hich, bluff, almost square mountain
of rock, rising abruptly from the occan;
and, 85 & stranger, you would wonder, on
approaching it, what huwan beings counld
find to live 1ipon there. On reaching the
island, hawever, you are relieved in discov-
ering that it is not by any means so unpro-
ductive of the fruits of tha earth as it ap-
peared in the distance. Upon it there are
several tertile ravine-like tracts of land,
which are capable of supporting a consid
erable population.  'The natives, who now
number only about 906 souls, are & mou-
grel race, being partly of Malay and partly
of Papuan extraction. Mr. Copeland has
teen living and labouring among these
people for the last seven years; but yet,
with all the well-known ability, pradence,
perseverance, and previous missionary ex-
perience of this esteemed brother, the great
mass ot the Futunese are still the slaves »f
the absurd and ahominable superstitions of
heathemustn. A few of these natives assem-
bled on the Sabbath to listen to Christian
instruction from the lips of the missionary,
but none of them have yet even professedly
embraced the Gospel; and we observed
along the shore, among the overhanging
cags in the vicinity of the mission station,
35 1epulsive specimens of the nude and
painted savage as we had any opportunity
of sceing elsewhere, in the circuit of the
goup. But we are not to ““despise the
day of small things.” It is man’s to plant
and to water, but God yiveth the increase,
aad His word shall not veturn to Him void.
We were gratified to find that so much im-
portant ext¢ernal and preparatory mission
work had been effected at this station. In
many respects the premises here are a
model of convenience, and such as would
3t once impress you with a sense of the
ingenuity and industry of the resident mis-
sionary. We were sorry, however, to learn
that at the principal preaching station, a
ew church had been recently burnt down
by the heathen, but glad and thankful that
it has smee been rebuilt.  There are five
places of worship in connection with Mr.
Copeland’s station, and about 160 people,
onan average, attend at these, for Christian
instraction on the Lord’s Day. A cate-
dusm and 2 book of Scripture extracts
have been translated into the native lan-
guage and printed.  The Gospel of Mark,
do, is now ready for the press. There
are three teachers here, viz., one Futuneso,
ane Aneityumess, and one Savage Islander.

These take charge of three schoole. Thirty
of the natives are able to read. Iour men
have cut their hair, and six wear clothing.

TANNA.

From Fatuna we sailed for Tanna, and;
after g favourable passage of one night,
arrived at JXwamera, once the station of
the Rev. J. W. Matheson of own Church,
now, that of the Rev. W. Watg of the New:
Zealand Church.  Mr. Watt enjoys in his
sphere of labour, one great advantage, viz.,
that he is comparatively freo there trom
those baneful in‘luences which are being
exerted on the minds of natives in many
places on these islands by debased foreign
traders. This is due, I understand, to the
situation of Iwamera, which is often quite
inaccessible by ship or boat, on account of
the outlying reef, which affords only one
narrow and difficult entrance to that region
round about. The Tannese in the imme-
diate neighbomhood of Kwamera, are, at
least, apparently friendly towards thewr
iniscionary, and we had satisfactory evi-
dence, that both Mr. and Mrs. Watt are
truly alive to the grave responsibilities of
their important vocation, and that they
have heen assiduously and faithtully dis-
charging the duties of their high position.
There are six places of worship at this sta.
tion, whilst about 250 natives occasionally
attend church. The average attendance of
Iate, has been 200. There ave five Ancity-
umese teachers under Mr. Watt’s superin-
tendence. At each of the out-stations
a few of the Tannese are learning to read.
At the principal station there is a Sabbath
reading school, attended by from 40 to 50.
There is, also, a Sabbath School in the
afternoon, attended by an cqual num-
ber. There is o week-day school dur-
ing the summer months, attended only by
women, and held three days in the week,
from one to five, p.m. The suhjects taught
are reading, writing and sewing. There
are three clementary books in the hands of
the natives. .

MR. NEILSON'S STATION.

We next called at Port Resolution,
where we were glad to meet with the Rev.
Mr. Neilson, and to find that he and hig,
estimable wife and their three dear child,
ren were all well. The locality of Mr,
Neilson’s station is elevated, and affords a
lovely view of the semi circular harbour in
frout of the house, and of the undulating
arounds lying beyond ; the situation is alsa
healthy, much more so than where Mr,
Johnson and his fellow-labourers and pre-
decessors lived. We were condacted ta
the spot where lies the dust of Johnson,
and the first Mrs. Paton, whose missionary:
careers were so short, but yet, how greatly
conducive to the advancement of the glori



