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offering to the Lord, wliosoevcr is -of a
iiiing hceart lut him. bring it, an offcring

ta tiîc Lviii." The rcbpollbe was %'orth>
of the chosen people. IlTicy carne every
one wliose hcart, stirreti bita up, and cvcry
one wvboi bis spirLt inade %viIiîîg, and tiiey
brouglit thc Lord's oflbring to the %work of
the tabernracle of the congregation. " Who
camne? IlBloth mca and wom'pn." How dlii
tbey conie ? Eall-biandled. Rach brouglit
ivbat lie liad tu give. Tire woîncn of sub-
stance ofti2red tlieirje'velry. IlTliey hrouglit
bracelets, and car-rings, anti rings, anti
tablets, ali ewcis of god"Those destitura
of niateriil %% i ltb, tant cnriCbied with skill
for, the work, II diii spin %viriî their bands
aad brou-lit tha: wvbicl tbey liad span."
The mcn wec flot backward for "cevcrv'
mn tbat offered, ofllred an afferi.îg af goid
unto the Lord." Tfli riers wcra wvorrliy
of thiri rank for tbey Ilbrouglît onyx-
stones and stones to be!set, aQîd spicca arîd
oul."

Nor ivas theair generosity tbe impulse of
mamentary excitement for Ilthey brought
yet unto ita froc offerings every morning."
Neithier the force of argument, nor the
pieadings.of persasion, nor the injuactions
of autbority wevc nccessary ta sivcll up
that ride of iiberaiity to tbe full. On tee
eoutrary, tbe geacrtoits offerers biad ta bc
restrained. The raiers of the wvork sur-
rouadcd, pcerbnps eactimbercd, by tbe hceaps
of offerings, came to Moses witi the coar-
plaint, IlTIre people bring inucbi more than
enougli, for the service of tbe work wvbici
the Lord commanded to make." So tire
proclamation was issued, "lLot neitber man
nor woman make any more work for thei
off'iring of the sanetuary. So the people
were restrainea fromn bringing." Con.
sudering tic number, variety, and intrinsie
value of these gifts, in connection 'vith tc
peculiar circu;instances of the people, 'va
stand amazed, anti instinetivcly we ak
wliat promptcd1 sucir munificent geci-osity ?
It wvas not simple autbority. No command,
standing alono, could ever have secred
sudi îestilts. These gifts so large-lhearted,

.so froe, so liberai, must have flowcd ont
from the .deep well-spring af gratitude.
:Let it bo remenxbered that only *a littie be-
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fore, tiîey iîad mnade and %vorsiiplpcd thieir

golden caîf. By tbis aet tlîcy iîad rxlposcd
tli-t,les to deatbi, for tihe sin of iuoiîry.
Tue trutit respceing tieir position irnid
diangcr was bumncd ir tipon ticir 'ery
souIs. A'gitatcd wvitir alarîn tlicy liait
souglît and fonind forgivcncss. JcliutaIi
iiorn tiîcy iîn so grievously ofibndcd liait

just proclaitncd Ilimsclf, Il Trîe Lord, rile
Lord God mercifril and gracionts, loirg
sinffering, andi ahaindant in goodness atid
trutb." Ilc lîad rcconciled thein ta Ilini-
self. fle liait let in tuie genial suinflit of
Ilis favour upon tlîcir soals. In tlîe ltrn
full flusih of tlîcir gratitude for undesrve(l
mercy, tliey present tiroir magnificent offier.
ing-, at once dernonstrating the powver ai
love and gratitude to fill the treasury of tlie
Lord to overflowing, and provittg titat die
conserratian of otîr substance to the cause
of God from right motives i.4 an aet of
purcst subiimest wvorsliip.

But let us look in again uipon titis people
wliicn acarly five iiundrcd yc.ars bave rollcd
bi-. Tbcir circumistaaceï are compcrclv
chîange(]. Tire rugg cd %wiuderness lias becs
now cbangced for the lantdt of promise. In.
stead af tbr'ir dnily portion of Manna, Cod
bias givea thora abitîdance of corni and
%vine, miik and lioaey. Tbeir nomadic
life has been succecdcd by settleti habita-
tions. le is fitting tiîerefoî-e tbat tie tem-
porary tabernacle shiotld give place ta a
permanent temple. David, the man airer
God's own licart sits upan the tbroe. Ife
proposes ta huild a temffle, but is iastrtctedl
ta content lîimseif wvith miakitîg prepara-
tions for its erection. Jayfuliy be acceprcd
bis commission, and bis princely offering
fram bis aova Ilproper good " wvas 3000
talents of the gald of Ophtir, and 7000
talents of reflnied silver, a sumn wviichi ne-
cardling ta tire estimate ai icarnefl mca, is
equi% aient ta *$90,000,000 of aur currenry.
Stiiiiilatcd by tIre example of sucir rayai
munificence, his princes and captains,
îulers and people r'ejaieed ani offcred
wiliingly ta tire amnuint of about S150,000,-
000 mare, a sum %viîich woulId average about
$30 for cadi mani, woman and cbiid iwithin
his kingdam. «Under the shailow af sads
generons liberalitydo not auraffcrings slîidDk


