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THE INSTRUCTOR.

the purpase of making expeviments.  On ar-
riving zt-the mountain the pirty dismounted

and scrambled up theside of a lall, a distance
of 3 guaeter of a mile, wi:h the assistance of
the braiches of tress and prejectit g voois.
In consoque sce of ihe heavy reir that had fallen
tn the nixht, this was resdered more diill-
ealr,  When a few yards from the valiey, a
sirong nauseous a-d Luf c:ting smell vas
expecience:! §
this fuconvenience was nu longry huund.

but on approac’ing the marcin
The
scone that now pre-cuted i seil is described as
of the mest appalling pature.  T1e vailey is
atont half a mile in circumiferenice. ¢fanoval
shape, and shout thirty or thivty-fise fect in
depthrs The bottom of it appeared to be flat,
withont any vegetation, aud a few lar,
scattered Rere and ‘The attention of
the porly was im:nediately attrscted 1o the

A2 Siones

thece.

wumber of skeleteus of human beings, tizersy
boars. deer, aud all sorts of hirds and wild
&nimals, which lay about in profusiza.  The
ground on which thay fay at the bottom of
the valley appeared to bea hard sandy sud.
stance, and no vapeur wss porceived issuing
from it, ncr any opening threugh which it
might escage. and the sides

vegelation,
and each of the party, having Lt a cifvar,
managed to et with 2 bot-
tom, wherca sicizaing navseus sm..l wis
experiesced, witheutany difSiculty in breaths
mp‘ A dog wis row fistenad to the end of

a bamboo and thrust to thellottam of the val-
leye while sore of the party, with their watch.
es in their hands, observed the effects. At
the expiration of fourtean sceands the dog
foll off his legs, without movinx or lacking
roand. and continued alive only eighteen mi-
nutes, ‘The other dog now left the nartyand
weit to his cxmpanion 3 on reaching him, he
was observed to stand quite motionfess. & at the
end of tenseconds fell down 3 he rever moved
his limbs after, and lived only seven minutes.
A fowl was now thrown in, which died in a
minute and a half; and another, which was
thrown after it died in th? space of a misute
and ahalf. A heavy shower of rain fell during
the time that these experiments were going
_forward, which, from the interesting nature
of the expeciments, was quite disregarded.
On the apposite side of the valley to that which
was-vlsited, lay a human skeleton, the head

were gavered with
Tt was now Pronss «] toenter it,

tuenty foctof

resting onthe right arm, The effects of the

weather had blesched the hores as white as
wory.  T'wo hours were pissed in this vatioy
W daath: and the party had swme difflealty
in getting oul of it, owing to the rain that hag
fallen.  The humau skeletons are supposed
‘0 be these of rebels, who have heen pursudd
from the main road, and tuken refupe in the
valiey, with.ut hiowing the danger to which
they were exposing themselves.

TRANSPARENCY OF TJdFE StA.

There is perhaps nothing thit strikes ths
northera traveller more than the sincu'ar
trausparency of the waters; and the farther
e peneirates intv the Arctic regsious, the mors
foreiliy is his attention riveted 10_this fuct.
it the depth of twenty futhoms, or a hurdecd
and twenty fuety the whole surfuce of iha
~rourd is esposed to view.  Beds compesed
¢ tirely of shiells, sand Hightly sprinkled wid
o aud submatine furests, preseat throuph

the ciear inclium new wonders to the unac.
cistomed cye.  Itis stated by Sir Chapel de
Beavke, and fully confirmed by my observation
w Norway, that soretimes in the fiords of
Nordiard the sea is trausparent toa depth of
fuur or five hundred feet 5 and that whea a
Lot pisses over subaqueaus r ywuntaing, whose
suaniis rise above that line, but whose bosss
ave I'n din anuaf thomable abyss the visilie

30 ds so perfect, that one who has grae
daaily in tranquil progress passed over the sur
f.ca, ascoended wonderingly the rugged sleg,
shvitks bock with herroe asha crasses the
veriex, under an impression th:t he ivs falleg
headiung  dowa the precipice.  The trars
parency of tropical waters generaliy, as furas
my experience goes, is not comparable to tha
of the sea in these northern latitudesy thoueh
an exception may oe made in faveur of the
China seas, and a few insolated spats in ti
Atlantic. Every one who has passed over ti
baunk known to sailors as the Sayade Malha
ten degrees north of the Mauritius. mogt
remember with pleasure the world of shels
and coral which the translucid water expess
to view at a dep:h of thirty or five and.thiry
fathoms. ~ ISLLIOT.

DEPTII OF TIIE 8K4A.

Dr. Young intimates the mean dcpth‘f
the Atlantic Ocean to be about three miless-
and that of the Pacific four miles. T

| European seas ars less profound.  Accord®



