
the bodyv was place], and in another the utensils and ornaments.
Sometirnes gold in its natural state wvns left in an earthenware,
vessel, nmixed witlh pounded charcoal. When the chief or gover-
nor n'as interred, an imitation of the sun or the moon was placed
in the tom>. The Sun was represcnted by a flat, round plate of
gold, or alloy of copper, about an ei ghth of an inch thick, and
soriietimes more than twcnty inches in diameter. Thei moon was
mnade of a silver plate, shiowing the haif moon. A neck ring and
bracelets, a waist band and ankle rings, made of gold, somectimes
alloyed with copper, were aise left with the body of a chief These
rings are fromi ene and a quarter te two inch(,s in width, and
opened and closed as a spring, Tliey are thin and perfectly equal
in widtli and thickness throughout. In faet, they are se i)crfcct
that it is difficuit to imagine how such larninated rings -%vcre pro-
duccd, considering the deficicncy of suitable Implements for sucli
delicate and exact work There are several of these tombs above
grouind stili to be seen.

The excavated tombs,as found in our tirnes, are ail alike throughi-
out Soutlh Ainerica. The Spanishi conquerors having- entered the
territory of "la Capitana de la Neuva Granada," and collected al
the groki tbey could amnong the Indians, turned their attention te
the natura1 sources of gold, and also te the burial places, which
Eoon became objeets of much interest to the gold seekers. These
tombs are, alsvays found on some isolatcd range with Sharp out-
lhues, se situated as not te admit of any water accumuil.iting,' and
ne apparer.t probability of water beingr led to it. Iu bis s0 situ-
nted the excavations are discovercd by obscrving certain conca-
vities on the surface;- but where a thick forest exists, with a dense
undcrgYrowth, oftcn of several feet, it is uecessary te clear the
ground by fire. It is generally allowed that a longy pcriod lia
elapsed since these tombs were closcd, as by the accounts of the
Mexicans and Peruvians, given at the timie of thýý conquest, their
calcnlations amounted to about two thousand years. The excava-
tion is circular and perpendicular, and tlirce or four feet ini dia-
meter, dug eut of the decempoed syeuitic reck. At the depth of
nine te, eleven feet charcoal is found amongr the soil, under which
n fiat Stone (sorne kind of slate) covers the pit, on removing whiieh
the edgc of a perpeudicular slab is observed. At about four feet
deeper the bettom of the tomb is reachcd, aud on the perpendicu-
lar slab being rcmoved, a horizontal excavation is seen towards
the east. This is about four feet in height and the sane iii width
but somewhat more in length. Herm the bones of the defunet are
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