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cives,—and thirc, to Mrs. Chrisholme, danghter of
the lato Dr. Lee, of London, C.W., by whom he
leaves one daughter.

The Colonel’s vacant place will longbe painfully
felt. at several important Boards, as also his absence
at the gatherings of many loeal agricultural societics,
to which also he devored considerable ume and atien-
tion. Being a good pracucal fariner hamselly and
having great experience in organizing and working
agricultural socictivs, that numerous and important
portion of the community bad groat ospeat for lus
judgment and ability.  With his own hands ke at one
time or vther performed every operation v the farm,

from the chepping and burning of the Sorest, o the
perfectly (deared and lesel ficlds, and well sloched
pastures of the most advanced colomal hushandry.
He was among the first to impor! and advance the
breeding of pare stoch, of the vanous hinds, which
are now such striking characteristics of the advanced
state of Canadian agriculture,

Mr Thomson. at various times. undertook large
contracts un ~everal public worls of the Province,
amongst which mag be mentioned the Rudean Canal,
the Credst Harbour, and tue Welland Canat. ail ot
which were executed faithfully and =atisfartonly

The writer of this hasty and imperfect ~hetch of
the Lfe and Jiaracter of Mr. Thoutmsou. whosc antimate
fricadship lhe epjoyed for nearly ecighieen years,
would direet the minds of bereaved relatives and
sorrowing friends, under so solemn and sudden a
saaslaaui, to the ln-pvs altd consviativas of wul Cola- |
mon chinsuamty. Mr. Themson was an attached
member of the Chureh of Scotland, and occupicd an
important position in that branch of the DBritish
Church in Canada. e took an active part in the
establishment of Queen’s College University at Kings-
ton, in conneetion with that hody. and was far some
years once of the trustees of the institution. T wa-
aleo for many jears a Viee-Presudent of the Upper
Canada Bible Society.  Ile closed a long, exemplary
and mo-t useful life. suddenly, but we cannot <ay
prasaturely . Li- work was denie, aud he Lreathed bis
last, it may be said, while on his way to perform a
public duty. A lonz irain of appreciating and
sorrowing friends folowed his remains to the grave
and depo-ited L v T 0wl grounded Bope of o
Llessod ininoloaig. ’

. o sama et P r——

“ Agricultural Education,"

Tur above is the title of 2 small volume recentiy
published by Longman X *+, Lonlrn, and countain
ing a series of lectures dddoadad at the Agnicubtural
College, Cirencester, England, by the several profes-
sors connccted with that insiitution.  This little work
is designed as an answer (0 the question. * What
constitutes a sound Agricultural Education?  To
this enquury, these lectures furnish & very fall and
comprehiensive reply

The distinction of originating the first establishment
for umparting a spewal cduvativa fui agniculuual
pursuite, belongs to switzerland.  The agrienltural
school of Hofwyl, at which over 310 pupils were
educated. was £oade 10y dlloaberg, a1 90 S,
then, namnervas instiaavns have sprung up on the
contiaent of kurojre , and wi I rance there are several
supparted by the State Turaugliout Prussia, there
isscarcdy a proviace tha dins pot boast its agri
culiaral schovl. aud mouet larm, and, indeed, dis-
persed over Germany, as well as Russia, are educa-
tional institutions. directly under the supervision
and support of the ¥tat , in all of which, with slight
Aifferences of daal. agricalture is practcaily and
theoretically taught.  In Ircland, daring late years,
w highly successful system has been introduced by
the Commisgioners of National Fiueation and at the
present doy, theee are e 1 s thn 166 St & hiools,
with land attached, varying fivm S o 100 acres n
extent, on that dand.  Englaod has altorether heen
distanced in this race of improvement  and ecen ot
the present time cannot boast of a State institution

of tho kind. For the College of Cirencester, to the
students of which the lectures under notice were
delivered, owes its origin in 1815, and its support
ginee then, entirely to private enterprize. The
history of this Tnstitution has been one of continned
usefulness and prosperity ; and the farm atiached,
which contains 500 acres, has acquired a high repu-
tation ameng home agriculturists, and is in every
Wy prosperous.

The small volume before us confuins six element-
ary lecuures, delivered to the young men atteading
this coliege, at the beginning of the term of 1su3.
As might be expected from an introductory course,
the scope of the lectures is not extended to practical
details, but confined to a statement of the broad
principles by which the agriculturist must be guided,
if he expects successto reward his exertions.  Beyond
the attainment of this individual success, however,
the question of educativn, as applied to farming, is
shewn o have a wider and more 1mportant applica-
tion : for it is now adimtted, by the most thoughtful
and enlightencd minds, ** that the continued pros-
perity of & nativa depends maialy on the condition
of its agriculiure.  Impressed with thus conviciion,
we nuke no apology for inviting the attention of our
readers to these lectures

Iy 4>, periaps, bardly necessary to refir to the
causes thut bave vperated to attract attention to the
expediency of having a special education connected
with farming pursuits. The mere influence of in-
crcasidig pupalatici, nevessatily gives anampulee to
the advauce ot agnculiure, and the grouud of a
more exact mquiry mto its guding principles, has
been furnished by the spread of intelligence, and the
1apid advance made by other seiences, on which all
true agriculture must be founded. At the same time,
the increasing popularity of farming as a pursmt,
has of late years drawn a more enlightened class into
its ranhs , while the spread of publications connected
with the subject, the fortation of boards and socicties
for 1ts promotion, and the general activity of discus-
sion which has ensued, have all tended to draw
towards it an amount of attention heretofore un-
hanown. It painful to observe, in spice of all these
combined fluences, that Canadian formers, in too
many ivstaneee joy the mareh of improvement with
Cabicdlic ddudlaace, wnd Wit o stais pace. Wikl
some notable caceptions here and  there, which
gladiden the heart the anecient dronaobolds of routine
stoutly maintiine ! The old fashioned, now
wid cver shall-be, pracacal . Toghsh farmer, sali
hias representatives an Canada. and the antiquated
idoa that lese informatian and intelligence are re
quired for agricullure, than for any other pursuit, still

his its credulous disciples amongst us. By this cluss,
any mention of scicnce, requiring thought and reflec-
ttonn. 13 dasmmssed as cmere theory,”” wineh, being
the opposite of practice, must of course be worthless
—as 1t Knonledge were @ burden, and weakened the
strong arm, or impaired the keen eye!

At the siune time, tns supposed monopoly of prac-
tical huowledge. by the unread agrienlturist, is purely
immagmary, amd the very opposite ot truth. Lvery
protession m existence, at some time of its history,
tas had to defend useclf from the same absurd
supposition. Ufcourse *n the infancy of every art,
precuce necessardy precedes science.  To do, comes
before to know ; and mn this way the parent has been
caabled to teach the cinid, though he himself had
worked out his own knowledge withont the aid of a
teacher.”  Now, the progress made in agriculture or
any other art, depends on the sciences which govern
1. _And - all the acadents of patural circumstances,

q-

under which it is pursued, however varied in appear- |

ance, are equally subordiaate to natural laws, which
it is the province of scicnce to unfold”” To persist,
therefore, 1w course of mero * rowtine” farmng,
with the suil half tilled, the same seed sown, and the
same erops following each other, year after year, is
practically to deny the value of the aggregato ox-
perience of men of similar pursuits, and ignoro tho
progress of science and improvement,

The hey-note of the whele subject is struck by one
of the lecture s before us, in the following words .
“The grand aim of the agriculturist, is to form the
largest quantity aud the best quality of food, vege-
table and animal, at tho least cust, cnsisient wdh the
permanent good condition of theland.” Whilst every

agriculturist will readily endorse the former part
of this gelf-evident truth ; there are tco wany who
practically forget that * the pcrmaneut good condi-
tion of the soil” is of any importance. They feiyzet
that * there is no plant which spares the ground, and
none which cnriches it—that the success of a second
crop depends upon the previous one—and that it is
by no means a matter ot indifierence in what order
plants are cultivated.”” The art of culfivation is not,
as a casual gbserver might imagine, simply mechani-
cal. Although the turning and breaking of the soil,
the seattering of the sced, and the barvesting of the
ripened crop, are works of bodily exertion, going on
from year to year, and demanding the lowest exer-
cise ol reason : yet the occurrence in every chmate,
of years of deficient produce through the mere infiu-
ence of scasony, and the gradual exhaustion of the
soil by a continual repetition of the samecrop, throngh
negltecting to restore the clements of fertility, render
unusual remedies and precautions neeessary, which
it is tho legitimate province of scicnce to unfold. No
langnage is more familiar to the farmer than this.
Every respectable journal of agriculture, like tho
Caxnapa IParuer, abounds with practical suggestions,
(e Canana baryeg, vol. L. p. 81,) founded on science
and experience, to assist the agriculturist in restor-
ing the elements of productiveness to exhausted soil 5
while, at tho same time, they point out methods ot
manunng and rotations of crops, to avert theruinous
consequences which inevitably follow bad farming.
In afield so wide as this, embracing every variety of
soil, and diversity of scason and climate, 1t would be
unreasonable to expect perfect unanimity in the views
of all writers on the subject ; and farmers too gen-
cerally overlook this consideration when they sweep-
ingly denounce “ book-farming.” They should not
forgetthat “ thereis still a great extent of variety, un-
certuinty. and inexactnessin the experience of the far-
mer, and 1t would be no proof of the efficiency of the
teacher, or of the excellence of a plan of tcaching,
that it pretended to uniformity, consistency, and pre-
cision.”

Perhaps we cannot more appropriately closo our
remarks, than by giving our readers an abstract,
which must necessarily be brief, of the methods so
suceessfully puasued on the Cirencester College farm.
1t is nece.sary to premise that the soil is very varia-
ble and anequal 1 its productive qualities ; and that
the system of management adopted is executed with
the greatest vigilance and care.  On the better por-
tion of the land the Norfolk four-course system is fol-
lowed, as far as practicable. Beans follow wheat,
winlst on the hgbter land, peas take the place of »
root crop. By this course, an interval of six years
occurs between the clover crop, and in these days of
clover sickness this is desirable. In the management
of the poorer soils the custom of the Cotswold far-
mers s not ignored—to suffer the clover plant to re-
man asecond y car, thereby obtaining a large breadth
of valaable sheep food, and causing a saving of la-
bour. The cultivation of the land is regularly and
systematically carried out. No sooner is the wheat
removed from the stubble than the ploughis set to
work tearing it up to w depth of 32 or 14 inches. The
fulluning is a fair stutement of the proportions and
description of crop grown annually upon this farm :

Wheat, after clover, £0 to 120 acres. manured be-
fore spring, 8 tons.

Wheat, after turnips, 20 acres : corn spenton
lands.

Barley, after turnips, £0 to 100 acres: corn spent
on lands.

Oats, after turnips, 15 to 20 acres. corn spent on
lands.

Beans, after wheat, 10 to 20 acres: mnanured in
winter, 12 tons.

Peas, after wheat, 10 to 15 acres : manured some-
times, 10 tons.

Early turnips or rape, 15 to 20 acres : artificial
manure. 3 cwt.

Grey top tarnips, 10 acres : artificial manure, 3 cwt.

Mangold, 15 acres. manured with dung, 10 tons
remainder artificial manure, 3 ¢wt.

Vetches and rye, 15 acres : manured 10 {ons.

The custom has been to top dress the wheat in
carly spring with 1} cwt. or more of mitrate of soda,
a_ treatment which has considerably increased the
icld ; while the cleansing of hoth cereals and roots
18 vigorously persevered in, whenever it is possibla
to hoo them.

Podorouicst. CozvEsTion.—The Montreal Iorti-
cultural Socicty, proposes holding a Pomological
Convention, during the Exhibition week of the Lower
Canada Agricultural Board. They propole inviing
all the Horticultural Societics throughout the Pro-
vince to umite in making an Exhibition of fruit. Wo
wish them hearty success in this cnterprise, and
hope the Socictics of Canada West will give them
countcnanco and support,




