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NORTHERN MESSENGER.
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NOTICE TO SUBSCRIBERS IN
UNITED STATES.

Our subscribers throughout the United
States who cannot procure the International
Post Office orders at their Post Office, can
get instead a Post Office order, payable at
Rouse’s Point, N.Y., which will prevent
much inconvenience both to ourselves and
subscribers.

SCHOLARS NOTES.

the International Lessons for 1881, by Edwin
W. Rice, as dssued by American Sunday-School
Union,) :

(From

LESSON VI.

MAy 8.] [About 28 A.D.

THE PRODIGAL SON.
Luke 15: 11-24.

CoMMIT TO MEMORY V8. 21-24.

11. And he said, A certain man had two sons :

12. And the younger of them said to his father,
Father, give me the portion of goods that fallet h
tome. And he divided unto them his living.

13. And not many days after the younger son
%'atherea all together,and took his journey into a
ar country, and there wasted his substance with
riotous living.

14. And when he had spent all, there arose a
mighty famine in that land ; and he began to be
in want.

15. And he went and joined himself toa citizen
of that country ; and Jte senthim into his fields
to feed swine.

16. And he would fain have filled his belly with
the husks that the swine did eat : and no man
gave unto him.

17. And when he came to himself, he said,
How many hired servants of my father have
bread enough and to spare, and I perish with
hunger !

18. I will arise and go to my father, and will
say unto him, Father, I have sinned against
heaven, and before thee.

19. And am no more worthy to be called thy
son ; make me as one of thy hired servants.

20. And he arose,and came to his father. But
when he was yet a great way off, his father saw
him, and liad compagsion, and ran, and fell on
his neck, and kissed him.

2l. And the son said unto him, Father, I have
sinned against heaven, and in thy sight, and am
no more worthy to be ealled thy son.

22, But the fathersaid to his servants, Bring
forth the bestrobe, and putit on him ; and put &
ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet ;

23. And bring hither the fatted calf, and Kkill it ;
and let us eat, and be merry :

24, For this my son was dead, and he is alive
again ; he was lost, and is found. And they be-
gan to be merry.

*o ¥

GOLDEN TEXT.

1 will arise, and go to my father, and will
say unto him,Father, Thave sinned against
heaven, and before thee.—~LUKE 15: 18.

—0

CENTRAL TRUTH.

None that come through Christ will be
cast out.

* *

INTRODUCTORY. — The Parable of the Prodigal
Son is called the * pearl and cream” of all the
parables. ‘ Nevercertainly in human language
was so much—such a world of love and wisdom
and tenderness compressed into such few im-
mortal words. All sin and punishment, all peni-
tence and forgiveness find their best delineation
in these few sentences.”—Farrar. The Parable of
the Prodigal Son supplements those of the Lost
Sheep and Lost Coin, presenting man, in the
use of his free moral agency, no less in the
course of sin, than in the work of conversion.

EXPLANATIONS.

LEessoN Topics. — (1) SINNING. (LI). DEsTI-
TUTE. (I1L) REPENTANT. (1V.) RESTORED.

I. SINNING.—(11-13.) CERTAIN MAN, repre-
sents God who is our Father, Acts 17: 28, 29 ; Two
SONS, may refer to the Pharisees (represented by
the elder brother) and to the Publicans (repre-
sented by the younger) or to the Jews and the
heathen, or to those who enjoy gospel privileges
and those who reject them ; GIVE ME, he was
dissatisfied with his home; NOT MANY DAYS
AFTER, impatient haste ; GATHERED, he chafed
for freedom ; FAR COUNTRY, the state of the sin-
ner away from God ; WASTED, we misuse God’s
gifts, squander our opportunities in the service
of the creature rather than to the praise of God ;
RIOTOUS LIVING, sensuality.

11. DESTITUTE.—(14-16.) FAMINE, hisdestitu-
tion and want now began ; FEED SWINE,unclean
animals, the lowest degradation and most abject,
wretcnedness the Jew could conceive of ; HUSKS,
pods of the Carob tree, “ something like those of
the honey-locust from six to ten inches long, I
have seen large orchards of this tree in Cyprus,
where it ig still the food which the swine do eat.”
—Thomson’s Land and Book.

11l. REPENTANT.—(17-19.) WHEN HE CAME
TO HIMSELF, an inward change ; sin is mental
lunacy, It isa boast against God ; WILL ARISE,
a resolute determination; GO TO MY FATHER,
faith in God ; AM NO MORE WORTHY, makes no
exgﬂse& “ By grace are we saved”; WHEN,
while.

1V. RESTORED.—(20-24.) HI$ FATHER SAW
HIM, he was lonizing for his return. So God is
waiting to be gracious; BEST RORE, an allusion
to the robe of righteousness, Isa. 61:10 RING,
token of favor. Redeemed sinners have the
seal of the Sgirit, Epn.1:13; wAS DEAD, not to
the father, but virtue and holiness, “ dead in
trespasses and sins.”

PRACTICAL APPLICATIONS SUGGESTED BY THE
PARABLE : (1) What are the wages of sin?
Rom. 6.23. (2) How does the lesson represent
repentance ? v.17. (3.) What are God’s feelings
toward sinners? Eze. 33:1l. (4) How many
must make the confession of v.21? Rom. 3: 23,
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P ORTION, F EELINGS,
EQUEST, NXIETY,
BDURACY, ENDERNESS,
EPARTURE, OME BRINGING,
NFEAMY, MBRACE,
ULLT, OBE AND RING,
WAKENING, SUPREME Joy,
OWLIN ESS,
oxsmre, - ALL, ALL GRACE,

LESSON , VIL #
MAY 15.] [About 28 A, D,

THE RICH MAN AND LAZARUS.
Luke 16 : 19-31.
CoMMIT TO MEMORY VS, 25, 26.

19. There was a certain rich man, which was
clothed in purple and fine linen, and fared sum-
ptuously every day.

20. And there was a certain beggar named
Lazarus, which waslaid at his gate full of sores.

21. And desiring to be fed with the crumbs
which fell from the rich man’s table : moreover
the dogs came and licked his sores. 3

22. Andit came to f)ass, that the beggar died:
and was carried by the angels into Abraham’s
bosom : the rich man also died, and was buried .

23. And in hell he lift up his eyes, being in tor-
ments, and seeth Abraham afar off, and Lazarus
in his bosom.

24, And he cried and said, Father Apraham,
have mercy on me, and send Lazarus, that he
may dip the tip of his finger in water, and cool
my tongue: for 1 am tormented in this flame.

25. But Abraham said, Son, remember that
thou in thy lifetime receivedst thy good things,
and likewise Lazarus evil things : but now
he is comforted, and thou art tormented.

26. And beside all this, between us and you
there is a great gulf fixed : so that they which
would pass from hence o you cannot: nei .er
can they pass to usg, that would come from
thence.

27. Then he said, 1 pray thee therefore, father,
that thou wouldest send him to my father’s
house : ;

28. For I have five brethren: that he may testi-
fy untothem, lest they also come into this place
of torment.

29, Abraham saith unto him, They have Moses
and the prophets ; let them hear them.

80. And he said, Nay, father Abraham : but if
one went unto them from the dead, they will re-
pent.

31. And he said unto him, If they hear not
Moses and the prophets, neither will they be
persuaded, though one rose from the dead.

*
GOLDEN TEXT.

I'ne wicked isdriven away in his wicked-
ness : but the righteous hath hope in his
death.—PRrov. 14 : 82,

—10: —

CENTRAL TRUTH.
All is lost if the soul is lost.
- *

INTRODUCTORY.—The parable of the Rich Man
and Lazarus was uttered in answer to the de-
rision of the Pharisees whom our Lord had ar-
raigned for covetousness,verse 14. “The decision
of the next world will often reverse the estimate
in which men arve held in this.”—F arrar’s Life of
Christ, ii., 128. This is the main design of the
parable. Tt is,however,full of instruction onother
points, and is peeculiarly valuable for the light it
throws upon the future state of the soul. hile
the imagery must not be pressed too far, yet the
following truths may with certainty be deduced
from it - The soul outlives the grave. There are
two states of exis.ence beyond, one of biiss and
one of misery. Aund men’s destinies in the fu-
ture are ﬂxec{ by the lives they live here.

NOTES.—Dogs, frequently mentioned in the
Bible. They seem to have been very numerous
in the large cities, and to have performed the of-
fice of scavengers, as they do to-day in the
Orient, 1 Kings 21 : 19; 2 Kings 9: 10, 86, ete.
Their name is often employed as a term of re-
proach in the Old and New Testaments, Isa. 56:
10; Phil, 3: 2,and they were regarded as unclean,
Matt. 7: 6.—HELL, the word is Hades, and signi-
fies the realm of departed spirits. It comprises
twostates, one of unhappiness and the other of
bliss. The latter is called Apraham’s bosom, or
paradise, Luke 23: 43.—MOSES AND THE PRO-
PHETS, an expression denoting the Old Testa-
ment, Luke24: 27. Moses was the author of the
?Jooks of the law, and his name is put for the

aw.

EXPLANATIONS.

LrssoN Torics.—(l.) HAPPY AND WRETCHED
IN THIS LIFE. (1) HAPPY AND WRETCHED IN
THE NEXT LIFE, (lIl.) THE GUIDE OF LIFE.

1. HAPPY AND WRETCHED IN THIS
LIFE.—(19-22.) PURPLE, costly material brought
from Tyre. The color was derived from a shell-
fish. 1t was a royal color. The kings of Midian
wore it, Judg. 8 : 26, and Mordecai after his eleva-
tion, Esther8:15. The robe which the goldiers
put upon Christ in mockery was also of this
color, Mark 15: 17 ; John 19 : 5; FINE LINEN,a tex-
ture made of flax very costfy, here indicating
luxury ; LAZARUS, “God my help,” a very sug-
geslive name ; DESIRING TO BE FED, we arenot
sure whether he was fed or not; DIED, both
prince and beggar must meet death; ANGELS
the Jews believed that the righteous were carried

by angels to Abraham’s bosom as the place of
bliss.

1I. HAPPY AND WRETCHED IN THE
NEXT LIYE.—(23-26,) LIFT UP HIS EYES, per-
haps this simply means that he began to think
and recollect; FATHER ABRAHAM, ‘‘the Jews
supposed that departed spirits mignt know and
converse with each other”; HAVE MERCY, too
late. He should have uttered that ery en earth
as others dia, Matt. 15:22; Mark 10:48, and the
publican, Luke 18:18t SEND LLAZARUS, the rich
man and he had exchanged places. He was
now enjoying ‘“true riches” ; TORMENTED, a fear-
ful reality ; REMEMBER, memory recalling the
abused opportuniies of this life will be a chief
contributor to our unhappiness; GREAT GULF,
our characters are formed in this worid, and our
destinies are irreversibly fixed at death. A chasm
lies between the tworealms in the other world.

1II. THE GUIDE OF LIFE.—&?-M_.) 1 PRAY
THER, ETC., a second request. This is the be-
lieving and trembling of Jam.2:19; NAY, he
had himself not listened to the Old Testament,
and he knew his brothers would not.

APPLICATIONS SUGGESTED BY THE LESSON :

Upon what will the decision of the future life
be based ? Gal.6:7, 8.

1s future destiny fixed at death ? verse 26.

Are the Scriptures ample for our enlighten-
ment? 2Tim. §: 15.

.W hat use should we make of this life ? Amos

. ILLUSTRATION.—Judgment Day Forgotten. Is
it not foolish to be living in this worid without a
thought of what you will doin the next? A man
0es into an inn, and as soon as he sits down he
gins to order his wine, his dinner, his bed;
there is nodelicacy in season which he forgets
to bespeak. He stops at the inn for some time.
By and by the bill is forthcoming, and it takes
him by surprise. “ I never thoughl, of that! 1
never thought of that!” “Why,” says the land-
lord, ¢ here is a man who is either a born fool or
else a knave. What ! never thought of reckoning
—never thought of settling with me!” After
this fashion too many live, They eat and drink
and sin, but they forget the inevitable hereafter,
when, for all the deeds done in the body, the
Lord will bring us tojudgment.—Spurgeon..

TRUSTING.

Although it is so very dark,
And I am all alone,
Mamma down-stairs, and nurse away
And no one here to talk or-play—
Yet, God, I know to Thee the night
Is bright and shining as the light.

And Thou canst see Thy little child
And keep her safe from harm,

And though it is to her so dark,
Thow’lt shield her with Thy arm ;
For to Thee, God, who made the night,
It shines as brightly as the light,

Selected.

A NATURAL BAROMETER.

Everybody has admired the delicate and
ingenious work of the spider, everybody has
watched her movements as she spins her
wonderful web, but all do not know that
she is the most reliable weather-prophet in
the world. - Before a windstorm she shortens
the threads that suspend her web, and leaves
them in this state as long as the weather re-
mains unsettled. When she lengthens these
threads count on fine weather, and in pro-
B{f)rtion to their length will be its duration,

hen a spider rests inactive it is a sign of
rain : if she works during a rain, be sure 1t
will soon clear up and remain clear for some
time. The spider, it is said, changes her
web every twenty-four hours, and the part
of the day she chooses to do this is always
significant.  Ifit oceursa little before sunset,
the night will be fine and clear. Hence
the old French proverb : ¢ Araignee du soir,
espoir.”

REVISED VERSION OF THE NEW
TESTAMENT.

This long expected version of the New
Testament iy promised about the middle of
May. That all our readers may have an
opportunity of obtaining a copy we have
made arrangements whereby we have placed
it in our prize list.
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Wz Wourp RecoMMEND to the attention
of readers of the MESSENGER, the WEEKLY
WIrNEss, a newspaper which is generally
commended for the quantity and value of
its contents all over this Continent. Its
price is but $1.10 a year while subseribers to
it have the opportunity of obtaining the
beautiful picture of “Christ Leaving the
Preetorium” for 25 cents additional, It has
special departments devoted to Agriculture,
Veterinary, Legal and other subjects, and is

Jjust such a paper asshould be in every family,

1 NEss at $L10.

NOTICE.

Subscribers to this paper will find the
date their subscription terminates printed
after the name. Those whose subscriptions
expiré at the end of the present month will
please have the remittances mailed in time

———

THE CLuB RatEs for the “ MESSENGER,”’
when sent to one address, are as follows :—
1 copy, 30c ; 10 copies, $2.50 ; 25 copies, $6 ;
50 copies, $11.50; 100 copies, $22 ; 1,000
copies, $200. JouN DoveaLL & Son, Pub-
lishers, Montreal.

MON@‘REAL Damny Wirness $3.00 a year,
post-paid.

MontREAL WEEKLY Wirness, $1.10 a
year, post-paid.

JonN Dovaarn & Sox,
Publishers, Montreal, Q.

SPECIAL PRIZE LIST.

There will be no doubt a great desire o
part of the public to receive the Revigedn\}gr?
sion of the New Testament, and, to give our
prize workers an opportunity of receiv ng it,we
bave made arrangements whereby we can offer
it as a prize to great advantage.

This edition is not advertised to be ready to
be issued till the 156th of May, and on account
of the very great demand there may be delays
in its delivery, and we, therefore, only guarantee
to deliver the Testaments to those who gain
Lhemdin the order in which the names are re-
ceived.

REVISED VERSION OF THE NEW TESTA-
MENT—-O0XFORD EDITION.

Nonpaviel 32mo. Edition.

Cloth Flush, Red Edges, price 80c, for ONE
new subscriber to the WEEKLY WITNESS at
$L10, or FIVE new subscribers to the NORTH-
ERN MESSENGER at 30 cents.

Turkey Moroeco Limp, price $1.50, for FIVE
new subscribers to the WEEKLY WITNESS at
$L.10 each.

Turkey Morocco Circuit, price $2, for SEVEN
new subseribers to the WEERKLY WITNESS ab
$1.10 each.

dition.

Cloth Boards,Red Edges, price 75¢, for THREE
new subseribers to the EEKLY WITNESS at
$1.10 each,

Turkey Morocco Circuit, price $3, for TEN
;{3% subscribers to the WEEKLY ITNESS at

Brevier 16mo.

Long Primer Crown Svo. Edition.

Cloth Boards, Red Edges, price $1.35, for
FOUR new subscribers to the WEEKLY WIT-

Turkey Morocco Circuit, price $4.25, for
FOURTEEN new subscribers to the WEEKLY
WITNESS at $1.10.

Pica Demy Sveo. Edition.

Oloth, Bevelled, Red Edges, price $2.40, for
EIGHT new subsecribers u% tﬁe%VEE}?LY Wir-
NE3S at $1.10, e

Pica Royal 8vo. Edition.

Cloth, Bevelled, Red Edges, price $4.50, for
FIFTEEN new subscribers topthe %EE’KLY
WITNESS at $1.10,

In these and all our prize schemes it must be
understood that any person who sends in his
own subscription is not entitled to the prize,
but it must be sent in by some one who has
worked to get the prize;

By NEW subseribers are meant those who
do not take the paper and in whose household
itisnot taken.

If any person subscribing for the WITNESS
desires & copy of our Premjum Picture, CHRIST
LEAVING THE PRATORIUM, he mnst pay 25¢ in
addition to the $1.10, or $1.35 in all.,

JOHN DOUGALL & SON
Proprietors.

w ANTED an AGENT in everv township

10 canvass for our new book,
“ Uncle Tom’s Story of His Life,” the bero of
Unecle Tom’s Cabin, only $L.25. Clrculars
giving full particulars on application.

SCHUYLER, SMITH & CO., London, Ont.

EPPS’'S COCOA.
GRATEFUL AND COMFORTING.

« By a thorough knowledge of the natural
laws which govern the operations of digestion
and nutrition, and by a careful application of
the fine properties of well-selected Cocoa, Mr.
Epps has provided our breakfast tables with a
aelicately flavored beverage which may save
us many heavy doctor’s bills, Itis by the jadi-
cious use of suclr articles of diet that a consti-
tution may be gradually built up until strong
enough 1O resist every tendency to’ disease.
Hundreds of subtle maladies are floating
around us rea{j&y to attack wherever there is &
weak point. 'We may escape many a fatal shaft
by keeping ourselves well fortified with pure
blood and & properly nourished frame.”’—Civil
Service Guzette.—Sold only in Packets labelled—
“JAMES EPPS & CO., Homcepathic Chemists,
London, Eng.”—Also makers of Epps’s Choco-
late Eissence for afternoon use.
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