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:ﬁeolm appropriation of thu funds at your disposal for the purs

880 nf matorints, vngtacoring lm{)lomom.s and egquipment in|* pears.”

somo moasure, ns fleld companiesof the severnl corpsg of engincors.

This wili bo vory acoeptablo to the ofMcers who havoe gotle to con~
in our lnst 1ssue, under the hending ** L dofense du pays

atderatio oxponso and dovoted timo and talont 11 the instrasuion

of the mon and providing storca for thelr service Im August 1ast Y R o
colonization,” supplemented by an Imperial resorve in Cay

~the Torontv Engtnevr Ccompany oncamped nt Ntagara for annual

trafuing, h . K
g, and was murgctcd by MajJor Walker, Royal Enulncout would do more than auythmg olse to pmduco the req

Professor of Fortification {n the % i1 Collégo.
containg Lot Of‘lnu in Royal Military Collége. lltaropor
tho Domintun Engincorsthat Irecommmend its Leing studied in tho

appendix. Tho (irst recomnendation is for sargennt instructors

from the Royal Engineors, qualified to glvothe necessary practical i
teaching on technlonl subjoets. Also for suitablo feid opaipmiont, | 1ore than sufficient gentlemen gpecia
teaining to officer such a forco.

suggesting, morcover, an organization for tho whole of the En-
fmccr furce of the Dumilnlon, whieh, while proserving tho oxist-

ng compantes, will cnsure thelr cfMeloney and provide a nuclous . N . “
residing in our Marntime Provinces—to the valuable sy

tions thrown out with reference to a naval reserve. We si§}

to the formation inthe futuro, of a force of thoroughly ufiiciont . H i H
onglnoors , but {n the meantime the oxiating coraSntiios souts |1ave ships of our own whose special duty it would he to
our coasts. The Imperial fleet might be c.lled away for

for the nocessary Pontoon and tolograph trains whioh would bo
capablo of graduat extension  The roport further gkotches out in
much dotail w practicable scheme which if earriod out, would lead

dovoto thomaselves particularly to the slmple fleld works required

for placing In a state of dofenace a position, © . i : 0.
locality, works of the roumu&poﬂnn'e{a':’z’: ho x’)lx!&ﬁuito congition important measure, perhaps lured away in order to adwmig
passago of a hostile oruiser up our rivers or bays; what

of war Iustruction {n wignaiting ts aiso of conse uonce, and

should bo included In thetr cour d ally sty
80, and gouoralls studied as far os bo the fate of St. Jobn, N B, and the towns on our welk

possible throughout tho servico t 18 considercd bettor to know

thoroughly the application of the slm?lo works rc(‘uh‘cd on the coast, or the cities along the coast of British Columbia

ficld of battle 80 ng to Lo ablo to tnstruct ! 1o infantry
o4 moro smattortng of tho ymoroe techniocal advance
without an organized system of {nstruction.

This is ag it should be, provided the time for training was
extended. The Licut.-General commanding refers to the time
a8 heing insufficicat to produce efficiency in the infantry bat-
talions—this is doubly tho caso with engineers and artillery.
Encouragement. should be given these branches of the service
to carry out voluntary drills; unfortunately the efforts of com-
manding officers in this respect are not seconded by thoso who
should take as much interestin it as they do themselves. We
bave heard of a captain being informed that he had no author-
ity to asscmble the men for voluntary drill, and that if the
clothing of this men did not last the full term laid down by re-
gulation, he would have to pay for it.

The necessity of troops being well grounded in discipline is

strongly dwelt upon in the report.

Military drill is instituted to teach men how to stand, how to
walk, how to comport themsolves with accurate movoment of
bods and Hmb how to s}t on horsoback with tho best advantage
tothe animal and the rider; so is discipline incalcated {n order
that at first small, and by degrees larger bodies of men should
conform to recognized laws enacted and 18sucd for thelr guidance.
It grounds and instructs the mind in that obedionce to authority
which distingulshes a body of soldiers armed and drilied for mu-
tual defonce of thelr country, from an unorganized crowd. The
Articles of War, Mutiny Act, Queen’s and Milftia Regulations, and
fator the now Army Discipline Bill, aro each and all compncd and
circulated with that just object.
. Discipline is the mainspring of every orgaunization —without
it an armed force., however well drilled, is lisble to be-
come a mob. Drill enables troops to carry out the various
evplutlons with unanimity and precision, but no amount of
drill can compensate for want of discipline. There are many
instances on record when the discipline of ¢the British army
has saved it from apparent apuihilation. This discipline can-
not be attained by drilling a few eveningsper annum in a drill
shed. Neither is discipline under fire %rought about by fear
of the law  The abilities of the leaders must bo above sus-
picion. The faith of an army in its officers is the same as the
taith of a nation in its rulers.  * Faith supports an individual
“in his troubles; without faith in its rulers a nation. faces
* danger with a consciousness of weakness which has already
“sounded the key note of surrender.”” The kéy note of dis-
cipline is in the following paragraph :—
1f, as I ventlurod before, political conslderations could bo ¢x-
tingulshed entiroly from tho volunteer force, the body itself more
solidified by tho reduction of certain of the less eflelont com-
poanles and garrison batteries of artillerymen without guns, pre-
¥lously alluded to, the aumber of dayas’ drill tucreased, tho assom-
bly of camps of exorcise, some roctification of the pay, just claims
for contingencies quickly liquidated, and primary schools pro-
vided for officers and non-comiaisstoned officers, tho active forco
would be suplelently ¢ Tective to all practicat inwnta and pur-
poses.  Even corps in rural districts would be comparatively no
excsption, and would be siways as ayaliablo for dutyas tho others
whose conditions are now favorable,

This carried out, and our militia force swould be 5 reality.

o/ § i i i « the vice wif
| . itary profession. It has been truly gaid gl.nt,‘ )
itis Roport “ recognizes political over professional olautx;s is the rust wig
« A P
" grows opn a form of government duripg the piping tim
Dol kPO obEskeinn op bt By oy CET SO adorately mado « peace. Iz tho friction of & nation's agony the rust d

much lmportanoe to thie tuture progress of jofficiency in our militia foree

Sincers o tiering of tho rore technionl adve d duties of on. |such ciroumstances ? Canada ghould certainly have o g

t % 6ystom of Instructton. TT0Y ©8BROt aUAIN|racorvs of her own to assist in the protection of her o
These points (east and west coasts) require special attell¥
being almost entirely open as far as the Dowinion ig
cerned, to the possibility of attack from the sea, ~ The fE
ing paragraphs deserve earnest congideration.

The forrantion of two regiments on tho plan ukewhed

In a few years tho Royal Militar]yl Cgllo%o txill s%nd
y fitted throug]

Wao would dircet the attention of those interestad

Since my long journoy across tho Prairie Torritory and ¥
Mountains to British Columbla in 1875, I have ne?uently urel
necossity for moro complotely proteoting the oniy naval a
and dockyard on tho shores of the Pacific Occan. In tho sjf
report of last yoar it was stated that tho defence of Esqud
might bo constdered as much an Imporial as a Dominion qud

but that 1t intimately concerned the honor of both and thegs

That important elemcnt 18 In amplo stock and prime qua}
Napailmo. Tho British navy ls scattered ovor the Pacidc, andl
wore no works of defence at Vancouver till last {oar: B
for pretection of aur coal ; nathing but British pres 4
con'_:lx‘mnlos of miiftia at ‘3lcwrm and up the Frasor
works thrown up hastily last year whon a- Russlan squadng
peared on tho coast, rendored 1t necessary to despateh o cofd
glon thero during the past summeor. Col. Lovell, Royat Engf
from Halifax, and Lieut.-Col. Strange R»oyn‘
uebeo, have thoroughly examined and reparted on theq
litiea for dofence of Vancouver and the seaboard of the malf
of British Columbia. This joint report I have not seon, butt@
gepnrm.o roporg of Liout.-Col. Strange, will bo found in tho g
iX A few romarks of a genernl mmmrf charactor i
therefore be out of place on this subject. which can hardly
sfdered too carerully at this juncture, It would of course g
cessary to hold tho poninsula which s bounded on tho onegs
Esguimalt Basin, and on the other by the narrow inicig
¢ The Gorge.” Tixero is a small neck of land at Portasey
soparating thogg two sheots of weater, and there the J)osltl .
be entronched. Slﬁgnl Hill close Lo tho Dockward, dominsg
barbovr and the Royal Roads outside its entrance. Thisg
certainly be fortified Rear Admiral do Horsey sald to ths
ralty: on examining tho chart, thc oye will bo immediatelsi
with tho capabilitica of dofonce of this peninsula, Tho D3
itself with 1ts commanding outpost, §lgnal Mill, i3 capabl@
fenco by o few men, whilst i€ at any timo 1t bo decldéd o
opinion it is most deslrable, to fortify: tho poninsula ol
mado practically Impregnable by placing redoubtson and@l
ing tho beightk with a sufficient garrison. Asregards 8igs
ho did not overlook tho rula that guns should not gend
placed to draw the enemy’s fire on tho position thoy pro\s
this rule hardly applies to tho present caso, becauso Nro sEs
Signal Hill could scarcely be so bad a8 to striko the D
soven hundred yards at rlght nng!es to its line. .
I had proviously urged the arming of Signal Xill, a commig
polnt whence to engage nn enomy’s ships approachin :
and to ronder Esquimalt Basin a shell trap for any unluf
that might enterit, . 2
Lieut.-Colonel Irwin conslders the presont sea defencesy
Victoria and Esquimalt, whilo eMcient enongh againsijy
vessalg, would hordly gorve 1o provont an iron-clad from§§
olthor of them ; tho clght-inch nine ton gun on Brotherky
being tho only armour-plercing gun to defond the latg
noavat stores are at present inan oxposod position to nava®y
tho sito of tho naval hospital and Hudson Bay storo wouldli
otected.  Lient..Colonel Irwin does not consider thel
ack i1 an unsafo Poamon. nor likely to be desho3 N
enemy’'sfiro. It wou BiY)
dicers enough in British Columbla to defend Victorie angd
melt from a combined land and sea attack. The Viotorgh
sula presonis many facilities: for landing .troops, bnt the
city itsolfmight bo digionlt to defond, it would be hazad
on enemy W oross the Gorgo, whith is deep with astrong$
and commanded b{n ridge, along its southern back. TH
Esquimali wonld be tolerably sccure, Ix;rovlded 8ignal g8
Rodd Point had heavy guns, and thoneck at Portago Inlei
éntronched, Tho guns should bo.manned bytrained artiigs
and regulsr troops onough 10 keop the volnatesra up to 48

Political or national quslifications do not ﬁ.t a min for the m}-

and act Re a resorvo,




