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After the Rebellion of 1837-8 the Home Goverument sus-
pended the constitution of the country, and created a special
Council, baif English and haif Frenchi, to act in the place of the
legisiature. The first act of the Council, whose decrees had al
the force of Jaw, was the'suspension of the Hlabeas Corpus Act,
in order te the more prompt and effective suppression of the
revoit. The Earl of Durhamn was, at the saine time, appointed
Governor-General and High Commissioner for the settienient of
publie affairs in the two Canadas. le was a nobleman of great
political experience, and had been educated in a lilieral school.
His personal character was attractive, and his private hospitality
princ6ly. Rie was te the last, degree unmercenary, refusing any
recompense for bis distinguisbed services, le was refinecl and
courteous in manner, but tenacious of his convictions of duty,
and firin in carrying them into execution. On bis arrivai. in the
country, May 27, he annoi1nced huiseif as tbe friend and arbi-
trator of the people, withou distinction of party, race or creed.
And anrply he fulfilled bis pledge in the spirit of the purest and
most disinterested statesmanship.

A diffcult question, which. met hum at the very outset, wvas
how te deal with the political prisoners, with whom, the jails
were crowded. The excited state of public feeling prevented
impartial trial by jury. Au amnesty was, therefore, granted. to
the great mass of the prisoners, which was appropiiatel5 pro-
claixned on the day appointed for the coronation cf the niaiden
Queen-June the fourteentb. The Iniperial Parliament, how-
ever, annulled the ordinance as ultra vires, but indemnihied the
Governor and Council froia blame for their unconstitutional act.
The proud and sensitive Earl resigued bis conmmission, and re-
turned to England, and Sir John Coiborne * became the admainis-
trator cf the province. Lord Durham's healtli was utterly
broken, and two years later he died. Bis Report on the state of
Canada is a monument of elaborate and impartial researcb. is
wîse and liberal suggestions greatly tended te, the pacification of
public feeling ini the colonies. It urged the principlp of the de-
pendence of the Executive upon the representatives of the people,
and prepaied the way foi the establishmnent of responsible govern-
ment, ý'~ From first te last, wrote Lord D urbamn, «"I have dis-
cerned in those dissensions which fill the parliamentary history
of Canada, that tbp Assembly has always been at war with the


