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FORESTRY COMMISSION OF BRITISH COLUMBIA.

Owners of British Columbia timber will be interested in
the legislation recently introduced in the legislature of that
Province, and based on the recommendations of the Forestry
F’Ommission made a year ago. The new policy is complete
in detail and contains many and important departures from
the present Act. The first great impetus was given to lum-
bering in British Columbia when the coalition government
of 1go1 prohibited the export of unmanufactured timber.
This law worked out so well that it was adhered to, and
?‘Ion, W. R. Ross, in moving the second reading of the bill
in the British Columbia legislature, thought so well of it that
he declared it was a measure of the McBride administration.
'remier McBride did not assume power until 1003, by which
‘slime the Americans were erecting mills in British Columbia,
li::e they could not take the timber across the boundary
A Features of the proposed legislation are as follows :
ti;a;‘doflment of the old method of staking. Hereafter, when

er is to be disposed of, a cruise will be made and ten-

d 4 5 3
:rs called for. Bonuses on licenses will be fixed according
conditions, principally at so much per thousand feet in

::dlti‘On to royalties. Existing timber leases when renew-
%n;"i‘tl_l ha\_/e new terms imposed in vie_w of the terms and
equal'mns imposed on' other holders of timber so as to effect
1ty,

ar;rhimber held under license must 2ll be surveyed by

. 13th, 1018. If owners do not observe due dlhgen.ce,
ov’mfros\fe;nment may cause the survey tc? be m.ade, chzfrgmg
e ut .erefor. Pulp tuPber 'concessmns vfull remain the
N vy 1:;_11' renewed. The licensing system will be retained,
o ; en itiong are altered. Terms are more favorable than

Ca_Se of timber for sawmill purposes.

B thr:VISions are made for‘the creation of a.forest'reserve
interferel(;um.ose if refor?stzl.tlon. Present scaling prices a.re
Scalerg - ?v1th. _In districts wt_xere there are no oﬁSC}al
. and’ 11'5 is provided that unof‘ﬁmal scal'ers may be exfimxn-
mar ingmensed. - No change is made in respect to timber
vinge, and the manufacturing of timber .within the pro-
varounipcezlal DIOYisions are mad.e for clearing: "away debris
telephone Htlps, mines, mills, engines, and on rights-of-way of
i » telegraph and other lines. All dangerous accumula-

tions .
f debris must be disposed of, that forest fires may be

DreVented‘

gero{;:gsg{;ni cperators may be regu}red in the case of dan-
fire When ih to I_nz}l(e specxa.l provision for. the preventio'n of
D Tespecy ¢ e n:unlster requires it by cuftmg o.ut {ire lines.
0 the wi dtl(: railways, a safety zone on either side is created
of all ¢, b 01:‘ two hundred feet, which must be kept clear
Sery mbustible material. If this requirement is not ob-

€d, th .
the co’mp:nf overnment may do it, charging the expense 1o

Increase
1909. 1910. 1911. 1911 over 1g10. P.C.
$ 41,000 $ 34,650 8§ 69,572 $ 34,022 100.93
60,269 108,500 204,500 96,000 88.48
...... 75,167 117,748 42,581 56.69
...... 20,500 17,804 2,606 13.15
30,113 44,615 30,104 5,451 12.22
11,862 21,622 20,434 7,812 36.17
17,623 26,780 36,061 9,281 34.76
...... 8,700 10,500 1,800 20,69
32,000 31,000 36,432 5,432 17.52
8,845 11,340 13,500 ° 2,160 19.11
387,303 404,100 416,854 12,754 3.14
A forest fire protection fund is to be created. Owners

will contribute a cent an acre, in addition to two and 2 half
cents per thousand feet cut, against which the government
will contribute dollar for dollar. Crown granted lands
which do not pay royalty, are required to pay two cents an
acre. Arrangement is made for automatic assessments for
any time when the fund might prove inadequate. If the fund
is too large, proportionate reduction will be made.

Railway tracks must be patrolled after the passing of
each train, railway companies to bear the expense. A force
of fire wardens must be maintained by companies during
the construction of railway lines, and before running opera-
tions can be begun certificates must be obtained that debris
has been cleared from the right-of-way. In case of fires
started by railways through negligence a fine not exceeding
one thousand dollars may be imposed.  Provision is made
for the use of preventive devices in the case of logging en-
gines, locomotives, steamboats, portable engines, etc.

Contributors to the regular fund for fire pratection who
are placed at extra expense for protection and in fighting
bush fires are recouped by the government to the extent of
one-half the expenditure.

In regard to hand-loggers’ licenses, the minister may
be authorized to grant such in districts in which injuries to
Crown or other timber lands is not likely to result, subject
to certain exceptions. Classified increases have been made
in the royalties on lumber cut in the province and intended
for export. Otherwise royalties will be the same as at pre-
sent.

Although the new timber policy has been announced but
a few days, the Mountain Lumber Manufacturers’ Associa-
tion has taken prompt action. Fourteen members of the As-
sociation conferred with the lumber manufacturing col-
leagues on the coast, and asked the government to delay
final consideration that they might be heard in regard to cer-
tain points of the bill,

The services have been secured of Mr. Overton Price,
vice-president of the National Conservation Association of
the United States, to!assist the British Columbia Govern-
ment in supervising the reorganization of forestry matters
during the coming Summer. Mr. Gifford Pinchot will also
go to British Columbia if possible.

—_————
GOOD ROADS MEETING.

A convention of representatives of the various good
roads associations of the Province of Ontario will be
held in the York County <Chambers, Adelaide  Street,
East, on February 26 and 27, for the purpose of formulating
definite plans for road systems. The representatives will
wait upon the Ontario Government during their stay in Tor-
onto.




