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mo will have childreh whose mental facul-
ties are am-piy prepared for the introduction
of books, and vhio will thank you for the
valuable gifts Nvhich will gratify their arous-
ed appetites for knowledge, commanding,as
they do, a goodly portion of it already.

At this stage, the art of reading Nvill flot
only be very readily acquired, but it will
also prove to theni a highiy appreciated
means of gaining more knowledge, and
books ivill become and remain, what they
ought to be,their friends for life. To teachi
the first grade in this manner is, by no
means, easy work, and wiIl require
the most careful preparation on the part of
the teachers. Some even might flot be
able at ail to do it, but valuable heip could

be rendered to themn by mneetings lika this
one, where lectures on the subject înight be
given,

If the experiment should be made, and
in Europeani countries it is no more an ex-
periment, the teachers in the upper, grades
wQuld soon find a set of scholars with whorn
to work wvouid be a pleasure, and those
very pupils wvould enter life well prepared.

If my views upon the subjeet before us
should happen to differ materially from
others, I beg yoiu to regard ail I have
said as an opinion gleaned from, careful
observation, and I hope it may give rise to
more souud and eamnest refiections, and in-
directly help to benefit our common schools.
-Amei ican Y'ozrnai of Educalion.

TEACHJNG AS A PROFESSION.

One of the great drawvbacks to the suc-
cess of the teacher's work in the past bas
been its non professional character. RIe
wvho makes the practice of law, ministry or
medicine a steppingy-stone to something
that hie regards as hijgher, is looked upon as
a quack ; and the same rule of estimation
shouid be applied to the profession of teach-
ing. The relative importance of the teach-
er's work is becomning appreciated, and a
corresponding qualification is demanded.
But no person wîil make the highest efiort
to fit himself for that îvhich hie expects to
fo1!owv only for a short time, and ail must
admit that of ail the professions extensive
qualification an-d ripe experience are requir-
ed in the teacher's work.

There are, in every community, at al
turnes, those who have corne to that point
in life in wvhich they are reqilired to con-
sider what of the future-whether they
shall turr. to this or that trade, avocation
or profession. We invite ail such to con-
sider the following reasons for selecting- the
profession of teaching as a permanent life
work:

First, It is a profession in îvhich you can
be regular in aIl your habits of life. The
value of this, both to ourseives and others,
cannot be over estimated. There is scarceiy
any hurnan limit to the arnount of labor ive

can perform -I wre are s o situated that we
can ecgnomize ail our time. The teacher's
professiôn stands above ail others in this
respect. The very fact that his school
life is a routine, enables hitn to be system-
atic. Entering the school-room. each day
and pursuing a regular programme, only
varied by the neccessity of the occasion, he,
acqui-es, by circumstances, a regularity of
life that is found in no other caliing. The
six hours of fiv.e days in the week leaves a
large margin of time for recuperation,
acquisition and enjoymentwhich is to a great
extent untranmmelied by the ciaimsof others.
The time of the business man is iargely
devoted to the wvants of others, at any and
ail tirnes-the 1avyer to those ofhbis clients,
and the physician ro bis patients, and the
pastor to his fiock. So that they can have
no tîme that they cart caîl their own. But
flot so with the teacher ; wvhen his day's:
work is done lie locks the school-room,
door, and it is his privilege to turn bis back
upon ail it cares an-d annoyances for the
i-est of the tventy-four hours. IRis after
hours are not taken uI) by anxious p"rcù.Ls
caliing to inquire hov thei- childi-en are
progressing, or ivhy this or that is not that
or the other. If he is a man of family, hie
can devote his time to home interests. We
too often lose sight of the obligations we
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