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TOWNSHIP BOARDS OF TRUSTEES.

As the Sohiool legisiation of the Province
is to be revised and consolidated during the
present session of the Ontario Legisiature,
wve think it a fitting opportunity to consider
the advantages to be derived fromn substi-
tuting for Locai Boards of Trustees the
more comprehensive system, of Township
Boards.

Many of our readers are awvare that the
School Improvemient Act of 187 , makes it
optional now, by a vote of the majority of
Sections in any Township, to abolisli Sec-i
tion Boards and substitue Township Boards
instead. Previous to 1871, to secure this
change, the unanimous voice of ail the Sec-
tions in the Tilownfship was required.

It might be argucd that as no Tow'nship
bias yet taken advantage of tLis provision in
the School Act, that there is no desire on
the part of the people for any further legis-
lation. Inideed, we miiglit fairly conclude
that the great mnajority of the people are
opposed to Township Boards, were it flot,
that in matters of this kind experience
teaches us that we ahvays advance sloui/y.
It took nearly twenty yçars experience of
Free Schools before we feit safe to abolish
the Rate Bill nuisance, and nowv there is no
one who would wish tW return to it. We
have hiad a great manày years experience of
Section B3oards, and although there is no
active popular demand for a change, yet wve
feel convinced that the reasons which can
be advanced for substituting Township
Boards are s0 cogent th'at there need be no
hesitation on the part of oxir Legisiature to,
take the necessary steps at once.

If w'e look to the example of the Eastern
States, to whom we are indebted for many
valuable hints in school legisiation, we -find
that they are fast abolishing theý LocàI
Boards. Maine, Vermont, Massachusetts,

and such other States as Ohio, Pennsylvania
and Iowa have already adopted the Toýwn-
ship systeni and pronounce it vastly superior
to the old plan. In the State of New York
the systemn prevails of uniting three or four
Sections under one Board, thus reducing,'
very materially, the number of B3oards in a
Township. So rapid lias been the growvth
of the Township systemi in Connecticut,
that the Secretary of the State Board of
Education says in his report, IlLet the pub-
lic sentiment advance as it hias done for the
past five years, and the Section system. will'
be entirely abandoned?"

ln discussing the advantages of Township'
Boards ive cannot do better than give a
few extracts froni the reports of those offi-
ciais whose experience gives weight to any
argument they nliit advance. We first
quote the remarks of the State Superintend-
ent of Kansas, wvho, in discussing the ad-
vantages of the Township systeni, says :

cei. Bozaidares-It wvilI end and for ever
put to rest the interminable disputes about
Schiool section boundaries, persorial heart-
burnings and animiosities, secret malice and
revenge; neighborhood feuds and public
brouls engendered by this prolific source of
strife and contention wvill cease to exist.
The law having once pernianently estab-
lished each township a school division,'the
trouble will then be at an end. There be-
ing no more boundary disputes about which
the people can make themselves miserable,
they can unite jr. building up good schools.

cc2. Schoo o.ficers reduiced-It will dis-
pense with a large number of school officers
and elections, and simplify the control and
management of our public schools. The
present law provides three officers for each
school section, the new one but six for each
towvnship, thus dispensing %vith a large num-
ber of superfluousofficers, simplifying the
management and securing uniforn -work in
aIl the schoois. The petty annoyances and
loss of time occasioned by so many school


