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to make such clanges, and probahly
nobody will attempt to dispute the
same in the abstrcet. FEaoh Grand
Lodge is the suprems governing body
in its own country, and is not gmen-
able to any other body. Inlike man-
ner the Grand Oriens of France has
recently changed its Constitution, and
followed suit with the Grand Lodge of
Belgium.

Masonry, it is universally admitted,
and taught by all Masonic bodies, isa
PROGRESSIVE SCIENCE; then, where is
the limit to its progress? Who can
limit the progress which astronomy,
anatomy, geology, chemistry and all

other sciences have made, and are

constantly making? Nearly every
great progress in science has been as-
sailed by the theologians and their
adherents; 1aen of science have been
anethematized, persecuted and ex-
eommunicated; still science has stead-
ily progressed and triumphed, and the
earthrataineditsrotundity and motion.
Freemasonry itself has wundergone
such vital changes that the present
Order, in substance, differs so much
from its origin, that the latter is bare-
ly recognizable in our new garb; and
who will dispute the right to make
further progress in the science?

If then there still exists & strong
feeling in favor of the Americansystem
of transacting the routine business of
the Lodge while it is open in the third
degree, and there alone, then let it
again be brought before Grand Lodge,
bat let the advocates of the change in
fairness to all, bring up at the same
time & motion as to how each separ-

ate clause in the Consfitution is to be | P

amended, and how our ritual is to be
altered, so as t. make both in har-
mony with that proposedchange; and

by all means let them no longer blome,
a8 before, the poor Tintered Appron-
tices and Fellow Crafts. It might al-
g0 be well to remember that that ggg-
tem is of modern invention, that even
the practice of cenferring vhe Master’s
degree, as now done, is only about
150 years old, that prior to that
period only the Master-elect received
that degree; that formerly the Fellow
Crafts formed the body of Grand
Liodge and elected their head from
among themselves to preside over
them as Grand Master, that even at
the present day the W. M..elect takes
his OB. of office in & I'. C. Lodgs,
and likewise the M. W. the Grand
Master and all Grand Lodge officers
are, according to ancient form and
custom, obligated as Fellow Crafts,
and not as Master Masons, in Grand
Liodge itself.
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By tho Crarrsxax Reporter.)
Laying the Corner S8tone of the
Methodist Episcopal Church,
Brighton, Ont.

A very interesting Communication
of the Grand Lodgs of A. F. and A
M. of Canada, was held at the village
of Brighton, Ont., on Wednesday,
Oct., 10th, 1877, for the purpose of
laying the Cormer Stone of the new
Methodist Episcopal Church, now
erecting on Main Street, but the one
great drawback was the unpropitious
weather. From oaarly morn until
evening,the sky was continually over-
cast, and occasional showers of rain
fell, some of them quite heavy. Not-
withstanding these, however, a large
number of the brethren of the various
Lodges intheneighborhood mettotike.
art in the interesting ceremony
about to be performed, while the
sprightly little village, and its vicinity
poured out their myraids of the stal-
wart and fairtoses what was going on..



