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work. No business man ever succeeded in that
way.

The Decadence of the Fair Systern.
Our short article on this stibject somtie weeks

ago seems to have touched a responsive chord.
Since then several letters have been received fromt
correspondents discu-sing the advisabihty of do-
ing away with imsany of the local fairs, and only
holding fairs at a few leadng central points; these
we have publislhed in F uns. A decided change
seemls to have cone over tIse sentiment of our
people in regard to the holding of local fairs.
While local agricultural shows served a good pur-
pose when first organmzed, we blieve that their
usefuliess lias to a certain extent died out. Ail
the purposes for whiclh the local townsliip fairs
were first organized, would ie reaiied by combi-
ing i numnber ut them into coutiîy or district shows.
Raiway facilities are so good now, and the rates
are so low that every fariner, if lie wislhes, can
spend a day or two at a leading fair. In fact, it is
true that nearly every farner visits somte one of
the leading shows every year, even thoughi lie Ias
his township fair at his own door. On iisat score
there does not appear to lie any vald reason for
continuing so man> local shows.

One of the strong reasons targed by some of our
correspondents, wlsv the local show should ie
kept up, is that the farnier who lias good stock,
will have an opportunity of exhibiting it. But
why would not a good couty or district show
give hin the same opportunity ? As is pointed
out by another correspondent, nearly every exhih-
itor who lias really good stock, makes a practice
of exhibiting at several of the local shows, which
costs him as ismuch, if not more tisan it would to
exhibit at one really good exhibition, and we are
sure that he would lose a great deal more timte.
Besides, honors won at a larger show are of more
value to the wiinîer than the several prizes at a
local township show. At a good county or dis-
trict show the prizes would be miuch larger, especi-
ally if aIl the moneys put into the local shows were
given to the larger show, and would be worth com-
peting for. On the other liand, under the prescnt
method of dividing the grants aiong a nuiber of
small fairs, the prizes are hardly worth strivinsg for.
Concentration of effort along this une would there-
fore hie very be-eficial in nany ways.

That many of the local fairs have degenserated is
evidenced by the tact that it lias been found
necessary to have special legislation enacted to
prevent gambling and every kind of fakir business
at country shows. The locil agricultural fair lias
been looked upon by ail kinds of games of chance
men as their particular property, and the proposed
legislation introduced by the Ontaro Minîster of
Agriculture will be heart.ly welcomed. It might
be as well to go still furtlier and include ail fairs
and exhibitions. Games, and fakir business,
whether indulged in at country or city fairs should
be put a stop to.

The local agricultural fair, no doubt, has many
advocates, yet we beleve that the time and money
expended in conducting them could be used
to much better advantage if comhbned into a good
county or district fair. W'e mention district fair
because it would not be advisable at all times to
himit a fair to county lises. Let the local fairs in
any district choose some central point easy of ac-
cess, where they nay unite and organize a good
show, and we are sure that after a year or two
no one would think of going back to the old town-
ship fair.

No Sheep Scab in Canada.

In a recent issue of the Au3tralzsiin published
at Melbourne, Australia, the following extraordin-
ary item appears:

"A [etter has been recived by the Minister of Agriculture
from the Mînîstcr of Agriculture of New South Walcs, stat.
îng that il was intended to tmport sone sheepi from Ver-
mont, in the eastcrn part of the United States, and inquiring
if there would bc any objection offered to their being
brought here, seeing that they would have to travel through
Canada, where the dreaded scab disease exists, in order tu
reach Vancouver, the port of shipment. Mr. Taverner bas

asked the chicf inspector of stock for a report on the m catter,
tut at the saime tiie lie is Iy no me.ms tavorable Io the
prol03a1, haviig a lively recullection of the havoc the dis.
case caused amîoniîg the llocks in Victoria years ago."

How such an etiirely erroneotis impression
could have got so far away in regard to the preva-
lence of sheepî scab in Canada is iard to say. We
can assure our Atistralian friends that there is not
the Ieast possible danger that any importations of
sheep they may make froms the United States
through Canada w ili cone in contact with the
" dreaded scab disease.' We hardly believe it
exists in Canada to-day, and at preseit do iot
know of a single case. The very fact that Can.
adian shseelp breeders are every day shipping sheep
for breedîîsg purposes to the United States is a
strong evidence that no cointagiotis or virulent
disease exists aii,,oig Canadian flocks. There is
really more danger froms sliecep scab in sending
importations througls the western States tisain
throigh western Canada, as the disease is prevaleit
in soie districts in the western States.

That December Wheat Deal.

A glaring instance of the gross injustice being
done every day to both the producer and con-
sumiser by uncalled for speculation in food products
is shown by the big l)eceiber wieat deal. The
principal parties in titis deal appear to be Joseph
Lieter, ais Eastern speculator, -md P>hilip D.
Armour, of '" packing.house" faîme. Tie former
was the purchaser for Deceiber delivery, while the
latter was a large seller for such delivery. It was
never expected when the deal, covering over
6,ooo,ooo bushels of l)eceiber wheat, was made
a few monthss ago between these two nianipulators
that the wheat would ever be delivered. The
former fully e.pected to see the great Chicago
packer "cornered" and coispelled to divulge
soie of his millions. But the unexpected ias
happened, and by a iost extraordinary ap.
plication of skill and push, Ariour has deliv-
ered lis 6,coo,ooo bushels or ias it ready
in his warehouses in Chicago, for delivery. This
large supply has been purchased at Duluth, Min-
neapolis and western points and delhvered at Chi-
cago durng the last few weeks, whes Arnour
found out that he would he forced to produce the
wheat or give up sorsme of his wealth. No one is
mnore surprised than the person who will receive
the delivery of this large quantity of wheat.

Why such a manipulation of a food product,
necessary for the existence of mank-ind, should be
allowed is difficult to understand. Though the
deal, as finally consuramated, may appear to be a
genune business tra.ssaction, yet at the heginning
it was nothing n.re or less than " dealing in
futures.' The deal will be of no practical benefit
to cither the farmers who produced the wleat, or to
the persons w'<o will consume it. The wheat has
only been transferred from one mansipulator to an-
other, and it is hard to say when it will reach the
consumer. In tie natural course of events a rise
in the prce of wheat might be looked for just now
if it were not for this uncertain element. Tie strife
between the ' bulis " and the " bea;s"still goes on.
The latter element will be striving just now to keep
the price down so that the man who holds this
large wheat supply will lie compelled to give up
some of his wealth.

English Sheep Sales.

We give below by permission of Mr. W. W.
Chapman, Live Stock agent, Fitzallan house, Arun-
del street, Strand, London, England, the following
interesting tables concerning the English sheep
sales of the present year. Nearly 2,000 returns
were tabulated to get these tables. The value of
such tables both for conciseness and ease of under-
standing, will be greatly appreciated by our
breeders. They will readily see how the highest and
lowest prices obtained by each breed in 1897,
compare with those obtained in 1896. A table is
also given showing the highest and lowest averages
for individual animals during the two years.

COMPARATIVE TABLE OF PRICES 1890 and 1807.

RANIS.

lirced a896. a 7- 1 1806 1897
fligilest. lest. .oWesB. 1.1<5<3

4sd. L .<t.i c..!Ll.d
I.eicester . 9 8 6 7 2 o 5 oi 6 6
Cotswold . 298 o26
I.ncoli 3673.I 23 0 0 5300 4 4
O2ord . . 3 d9 5 o - 5 S 4 4 6
shohire 7 5 6 6 2
sout down96 120 323303 212 20

nla. ... 2 O O O 0 a S
Horder t.eicester< . 230 O l 100 0 1 S 0 0
Ken or Romîîney .tar 37 36 o 48 6 n 3 3 O 0
Cheviot .. 47 0O 99 5 0 930
i>evonl langwoo 23 2 o ( i 0015356
South ISevons. o o 4 13 6 800
Iii2ct.ilace Niounit:.Z 120 o o .0 .0 o 4 -0 0

7AS i.AS5l5 6

Iireed.

Coiqswold ..
Oxford,.
Strop<s:res .
.,uthdowns .

lilampshtires (lettin;)
iamnihbre (sold)

SufTolkMcnsle>dile . .
Biorder Leicestcrs.
lilack.f.ce Niountain

<896.

4 '. d.
33 à3 6

22 1 O

8 a8 6
:S 4 6

73 o O

42 0 o

46 4 O

3 0

8i7.-Highest.

.4 i.d.
33 o o
24 3 O

Q 39 6
: 2 o 0
65 0 o
42 O O

46 4 O

13 0 o

3896.
l.owest.

4 s dS.
6 2 0
3 3 o i
4 4 o

5 S o
2 12 6

..
-< 6

1897.
Lowest.

4 s. d.
3 13 6
3 3 ô
6 o 9
2 a o

32 6
2 15 O

4 5 0
3 0

COMPARATIVE TABLE OF AVERAGES FOR 1896 and 1897.

2.3lEARL3SNG hAStS.

reed. Il9 11s97, 11807. 1897,
Highie,. Highest. Lowest. Lowest.

4 . d. L s. d. 4 .d. L s. d.
I.eicester . . . 3 l5 o O o o 5 7 6 6 o o
Cotwold .... .l... o 0 304 0 6 Io 4 6 9 6
.incoln .. .. 4 02 4 12 9 3 16 c -5 0

Oxford .2 1: O 17 89 O 5 O 4 O 4
Shtopstiîre ... .. 39 9 8 27 o 5 0 2 2 9
Southdon . . 8 18 o 12 4 6 3 14 O j 5 6
wnseydie ' s o so 0 1 7 0o 6 2 0
Ilorderl.eicesiter . 3512 6j 3 5  o o<o o 4 40
Kent or Romney ztarsh..22 o 15 so 6 4 2 6 3 10 2
cheviots. ... .... 4 7 4 23 7 o 1 3 9 2 5 3
Iilack.faced .loungtain I 33 ,6 o 27 8 o 5 7 o 4 O O

HAM. LAS:DS.

lIreed. Iigrshes. Highest. Lowest. Lotwest.
3896. 9897. 18?6. 287

t s. ci £ s. d. L s..S 1 lt. d.
cotswold ... .. .. 0 700 6 $336
Oxford . . 0
Sh.ohie s 4.4 2.26.440
Southdown . ..... 7<60 3 33 O
Hiampshire (Iettng) 34 2 6 1 30 6 i
ianphire (seiling) 4 * 0 7 S0
Sufroik . .. ... 6 t333o 7 o a 0
Wensleydale .3 0 O :
torder .eice r. . 100

l.7lackfx ' 6 o 9 n o 6 2 2 i3

The Farmiers' linstitute Report.

The annual report of the Superintendent of
Farmers' Institutes for the year 1896-7 hias just
been issued, and is full of useful information. The
tables compiled from the returns sent in by the
secretaries of the various instiues sould be of
great intereqt, as showing the relative standing of
each institute and of the work they are dong.
Froni these tables we see that South Grey hx.d the
largest atendance, there eing a ota Of 4,240
at the five meetings held by the institute. he
next largest total attendance tas in East Peter-
borough, shere 3s895 attended at the six meetings
held in that rding. The total attendance
throughout the province was s25,177.

The institute in South saterloo had the larges
membershiP, 465 while North Hastings and
Norh Lanark had 390 teach. The lowest inem-
bership was that Sf ast Algoma, 6. Valuable
papers are given on such subjects as: Corn and
the silo. clover gsowing, what growing, under-
draiing, weeds, 3ixed farming, special farming,
dairying, farm barns, tuberculosis, diseases of
catge, beefcatle, the bacon hog, care of sheep,
horse breeding, dairying, winter dairying, breed-
ing, feeding and rearing dair7 stock, fruit culture,
and the farmers small fruit garden. Most in-
structive articles on forest tree lire, by WV. T. Ma-
court and others, ar also given. The poultryside
of farm work is not forgotten, for there are some
haf-dozen good articles on this subject. Prof.
Panton gives a comprehensive paper on injurious
insecs, and several good articles on fish culture
bring the report to a closer It should be i the
hands af every anner.

.


