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Hay-Making.

In the making or curing of hay, the first things
to be connidered arethe proper periods for cutting
the grass,and the length of ume and modes adopt-
ed to cause it to dry. On these points, practical
wmen do not agree ; some preferring 1o cut when
in full flower, by means of which, they say, they
obtain mote and better hay, and the crop is less
exhausting to the land ; while others consider it
best to permit the grars to stand until the seed has
13t ripened sufficiently to vegetate, which will be
more or less scattered for the benefit of the suc-
¢seding crop, and the hay, it is thought, is more
nutriious, ol consequently will afford more flesh
and strength

Lucerane and clover, undoubtebly, afford better
and fmere hay when cut in the flower,and is bet-
ter cdapted for dairy stock than when cut late ;
but to avoid loss in weight and quality, by heat
or {ermentation, it is better o salt them down

. in the mow or stack the same day they are cut,

after berng exposed a few hours toa hot sun.
Twao bushels of salt, if uniformly scattered among
the hay, are sufficient to cure thres tons,

Red-top, Tunothy, and the more substantial

grasses, genesally are not cut before they have

arrived at therr full growth, all about the time
they begin to nipen their seeds. I cut when in
a growsng state, the unripe juicesof the plantare
apt 1o bring on violent heat and fermentation ;

. and thus deprive the crop of much of its substance

and nourishment. The truth of this has been
confirmed by the observation of Mr. Isaac Reeves,
of Delaware, who i3 of opinion that, by mowing
these grasses before they are ripe, the roots bleed
and die ouf, and that thws is the reason why a
second crop does not epring up for a long time
after. * I once,” suid he,* purchased the fifth
part of a crop of Tumothy on one of the Istands
m the Delaware, with theintentnion of cuttmg my
1ot at the time the other four purchasers did theurs,
bu: T was cailed from home, and 1t was not done
unt 1 the seeds would vegetate. I thought my
hay waus spoiled ; but it was prefezred to that of
all others for horse-feed ; and behold, the next
year, my lot of land yielded duuble the crop of
tue others, and 2t theend of three yeas, it had
inereased to twoand a halftons ro the-acre, over-

grawing all the other grasses, having a uniform!

ceap of five feet in height,and preferred before all
others at the warket. Since that, Thave never
cut Tumothy before the seeds.will vegetate 5 and

I would take a poor field, that shows only a few
spires of Timothy growing in it,and by these sim-
ple means, engage, in five years, to cut two and
a half tons per acre, of superior hay, provided the
land be suitable to the growth of the crop.”

With regard to the best mode of making hey,
there also prevail various opinions, One class of
{armers never move their hay out of the swath on
the day it is cut, but on the second day, shake all
that was cut on the day previous, by giving It
two turmngs. [t shoken the day it is cut, they
say the hay is reduced by the heat of the eun;
but by leaving it in the swaih, 1t * sonks its own
sap,” and will be reduced very hittle afterwards,
The more of the natural juice or moisture that
can safely be left in the hay, the Jess they say,will
it suffer from that portion of the Joss which arizes
from the drying. Another class contend that the
more quickly the drying 1s efected. the less ea-
tensive will be the change in the starch of the
plants; and consequently the hay will retain
more of its substance in a soluble or digestible
atate, The last assertion would seem to be cor-
rect, from observations made in Englond some
time since on the two modes of drying har. In
the dales of Yorkshire, where great atiention iy
given to the frequent turning of the hay, and the
consequent 1ncreased rapidity of drying it, the
cattle can be fattened upen hay alone, which
is said to be rarely whe case in Scotland, on the
Tweed, where the pracessis more slow, oconpying
three or four days.

The plan generally adopted in the Unhed
States, and the one which long experience soeme
to justify, is to mow duringthe early part of a falr
day, whiie the dew is on the grass, say antil nine,
ten, or eleven o’clock ; then spread and tamn the
hay ; towards evening rake it up into cocks of
about 100 pounds each ; and if the weather he
very dry and hot, draw it 1o the barn or stack the
snne day. Butf the crop is very heary and
green, it is sufiered to remamn in the cock over
night, and about elven o’clock the next foresoon,
it is opened or spread,and four or five hours afles
is conveyed to the stacks.

1n our agricultural labors, perhaps there is no
branch more frequently slighted, and more sloven-
ly done, than that of stacking bay and grain. The
stacks are usually placed flaton the ground, often
in sitations where the water will not draig of,
with the whole structure, rough, mis-shapen, and

totally unprotected from vermin, and the rain. In




