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THE BRITISH AMERICAN CULTIVATOR.

(Coniinued from the April Number.)

"4N BASY METHOD UF MANAUING BEES,
IN THE MOST PRUFITABLE MANNER
10 THEIR OWNER.

The above is tho title of a neatly priat~d manual,
which was lately presented to us by M. David
Lieflar, of Churchyiile, Homs Distiict. Me. L.
informa us that ho has followed sut in detail th-
directions of the authur, and his U¥orts have been
erqwaed with syccesa,

If the Canadian farmers wonld turn their at-
tention largely to tho management of Bees, th-
article of hogey would very stonly becomo o

onsiderable item or our higt of exports to Eng-

and, Immensc quantities Bf honey is unported
yeaclyinto the Muther Country trom Ilotand and
other cuntinental countries, all of which might be
supplied ftom ths country if the people woutd only
furn their estention to the business.

RULE 111
On Ventulating the Hhre,

Graduate the bottom board and ventilator at
yleasure by means of the button or otherwise, so
w4 to give them moro or less air, a3 oircumstances
may require.

Remarke,—~Dres requics mors afr in order to
dnable them to endurs the heat of summer and the
pevority of winter, than st any othertime. 1fthey
ware kept out in the eold, they need as much alr in
tho winter, as in the heat of summer. Itisine
tuild temperasure only, that it {s eafe to Leep
shem frem the pure alr. 1f placed below frostine
4ry sandhank, they seem to need scarcely more
ftran is contained 1x their hive at the timo they
are burisd, during the whole winter, If kept ina
oloan, dry cellar, the mouth so contracted as 1o
keep out mice, give them enough. DBurif they
are kept In the apiary, there should te a slow,
{mperceptibles current of air constamly passing in
at the bottom and off at the top through the ven-
tilator, to let the excess of animal heat escape in
summer, a0d 8130 10 throw off the vapor caused by
the breath and other exhalations of the bees,
which caysed frost and ice in the hive in winter,
and which 1s frequently the cause ot the death of
tho bees.

RULE IV.
On Prerenting Roblertes,

At the moment 1t 1s observid that robhers are
within, or about the hive, raise the bottom t01rd
80 near ths edge of the hive as 1o prevent the
Ingress or egress of the bees, and stop the mouth
or common entrancs and ventilator. At tha same
sime, take care that a small spaco on afl sudns of
tl}e hive be left upen, s0 as to sfford them all the
air they need. Open the mouth only at evering to
let outthe robbers, and close early in the marnirg
before they renew their atack.

Remarks.—-Bees have a peculize propensity to
vob each other, and every precaution necessary 1o
prevent it should bs exercised by the cultivator.
Families inthe same apiary ara more likely to
to engage in this unlawful enterprze than ‘any
others, probably because they are located 5o neae
pach other, and ara more likely to learn theis com-
parative strength. I never could discover any
intimacy between colonies of the same apiary, ex-
pept when they stood onthe same bench ; and then,
gll the socia) intercourse seems to subsist between
the nestest neighbors only.

Rees ays nog likely to engsge in warfare and
rob esch otlier, except in the spring and fall, and
st other times in the season when food is not easnly
obiained from blossoms.

Bees do nat often engage in robberyin the spring,
unless it is in such hiyes as huyo had their comhs
preken by frasp or otherwise, so as to causo the
honsy ta dnp down upon the bottom board
Much care should be exarcised by the apiari-a 10
vee that all suzgh hiyes are properly vennlared, and
at the same tune closed i such a manner as to
prevent ths snirance of robbers in the day time,
until they have mended the breach, so 8s to stop
the honey from running. .

Clear water should be given thom overy day so
long as they are kept in conhnement.

1have known many good stocks to beloat in the
;;)rmg by bewng robbed ; und all for want of caro

ces rob each other when they can find but Inle
(die " dny they will r-b at ory vy when fr o

bas destroyed the flomers, or the wenther s 00
coid as to prevent their o Uectieg honey tru
them. Cold, chilly weatLer prevents flowers
trom yielding honey, without frost.

Bueea need but Ditte alr at any time when they
rob; and yet mroro is necessary for them when con
lired by compuleory means, than otharaise. When
deprived of their Libwrty, thiey sson becume tesiless,
snd use their best eflurta to make thieie way our
of tho live j—hence the {mportance of leaving a
»mali apaco olf around the bortem to admit air
and to prevent their molileg down, ot use & scteen
bottonn bourd, which is better.

RULE V.
On Equalizaing Celonies.

Hive ono swarm in the luwer apartment of thoe
hive; collect another swarm in & diawor, and
instrt the samon tho chamberot the Live con-
toluing the lirst. Then of che swarma sro small,
coliect another smull swarm in another drawer,
and insert the samo in the chamber ot the hive
wwomalnmg the ficst, by the eide of the sccond.  In
vase a.l tho bees, fromn enher ot the drawers,
mingle aud gv below with the first swarm, and
leave the drawss empty, then it may bo removed,
and anoiher small swarm added in the same man-
ner.

Remarlis~—It 4s of prime Importance to every
bea cultivator, that all his colonies be made as neac-
Iy equal innumbers and strength, as ponsible. Every
expetienced bee-masters must be aware that small
awatas ave of liwtle proft to their owner, Gene
erally, in a fow days aflter they ato hived, they are
gone j~—noone can trace thoir steps ; some suppose
they have (led to tha woods—others, that they were
robbed : but after all, no one is able to give any
satisfactory account ef them, Somo pieces ot
combs only aro left, snd perhaps mynads of
worms and muillers finished off the whole.  1hen
the moth is snpposed to be their destroyer, but the
true history of the cnse 1s generally thir :~—T1he
bees become discuuraged, or disheastened, for want
of numbers to constitute their cotuny, abandon their
tenvment, and join with their nearest nesghbours,
teay ug their co mbs wthe merciicsd depiedoaons
of the muth. They are sometimes robbed by the
adjuining luves, and then tho moths fimshed or
destroy what isleft.

When bees aro collected in drawers for the
furposo ef cqualizing colunies, by doubhing, &ec.,
they should be peimitted 1o stand unui evering
belure they are unded, 1t betog a more fuvorable
tme for them to vecoms auquainted with each
uther by d grees, and the sceat of tho bees 1 the
tower aparumnent will enter through the apertures
duitag the night sv nuch that there 13 a great de-
giee of sameness in tho  peculiar smeld of the two
~ loniea, wheh takes off their ammosuy, they
chance to bave any,

Sec.id swainis wre genersly about holf as iarge
as the first, and thihd ewarins bait as lurge as
secund unes.

Now il second swarms are duub' 4, 80 a3 to
mahe them equal in number with the first, the
owner avails himadf of the sdvnotege of s strorg
culuny, which will aot be Likeiy to becume distiear-
tened for want of numbers, nor overcoms by reb:
bers from strunger colomves.

It 13 tar less trouble, and less expense, for the
bev-owner to equahze his colomes, than to pre-
pare fives and drawers of diferant sizes of fit
columes,

\When colonies and hive are made as ncar alihe
as pusub.e, mapy evils are avorded, & d many
advantsges real zed s every hive will fit a place
1 the apisng—cvery drawer a hive, and every
bottom buard und slide muy In any case be used
without mmsiakes.

Swarm may be doubled nt any time before they
become so located as to resume theis former hus-
thty, which will not be discovered bet ro they
form & rational character and acquire 1ghts o
property. ULces are provided with a reservorr, o1
sack, to earry their provision in, asd when they
swarm, they go loaded with provision suned w
their emerges cy, which takes off all their hostil-
1ty towards each other; und until these sacks are
emptied, they are not easily vexed, and as they
are compelled to bulid combs befurs they cau
empty them, their contynts sre retgined several
dayes I baie doubled, at a furtnight's mnterval i
swarming, with cutue success.  The operation

the farthest four days. The sconer 1t 18 doaey
o less huzardous tsihe experiment.

As & general rule, second swarm only sbould be
doubled.  Thiid and fourthswarm shoula alwaye
have their Queens weken from them, and the bees
returned 10 the parent stock, according to Rule

RULE VI
On Rcmoving Iloney.

Insert a slido ender the drawer, so far as to cus
off uil communication belween tho lower apart-
ment and the driawer.  Now draw out the box
containing the honey, with the stide that i next
o, Set the drawer on its window end, alittlo
distance from the aplary, and remove the shae,
Now supply the place of the drswer, thus temove
ed, with an empiy one, and draw tho first inserted
atido,

Remarhs~Care must be exercised in performe
ing thts opersuon. Tho apettures through the
floor in thu chamb: r must be kept closed by the
slides during the process, 1o as 10 keep the beow
from rushing up into the chamber when the box is
drawn out.  The operator must Likewise see thas
tho entrances into the drawer aro kept covered
with the slide, in such a manner as to prevent the
eacape of any of the bees, unless he is willing to be
stung by them. 1f the bees are permitted to ene
tor the chamber invery warm weather, they
will be likely to hold the occupaney of it, and
build comb there, which will change the hive Iawo
one no better than an old fastoned box,

I have succeeded best in expelling the begs
from the drawer, by the following method, (@
wit :~Shut the windowblinds 80 as to dsrken one
of the rcoms wn the dwelling-house—saise up
one casement of a window—tlen carry the drawer
und place the same on a tuble, or stand, by the
window, on its lighs, or glass end, with the aper.
tures towards the light.- Now remove the
slde, and step immediately back into the dark parg
of the toom.  ‘The bees will soon learn their t1ue
condition, and will gradually leave the drawer,
and return home to the parent stock ; thus Jeaving
the drawer and ils contents for their uwner ; nog
however until they bave sucked evary deop of ryn.
mng honey, if there should chence 10 be say,
which is rot often the sase, if their work is fus
ished.

There are two cases in which the bees manifest
eomo roluctarce in leaving the diawer. The firsg
15, when the combs ars 1o an unfinished stato——
somo of tha cells not sealed over.  The bees manls
fest a great desire to remain there, probably tq
meke their stores more secure from robbers, by
atfixing caps to the uncovered cells, to prevent the
effluvia of running honey, which is alwaystl o grea:s.
est temptation to robbers.

Bees mamfest the greatest veluctance in leaving
the drawer, when youug broods are removed in it,
which does not often occ wy, except in such drawers
as have been used fer feeding in the winter or
early in the apring. When the Queen has de-
posited eggs 1n ail the empry crlls below, she
sometimes onters the drawers ; and il empty cells
are found, she deposites eggs there also.  Ineither
cudo, it ia better 10 return tae diawer, which will
be made perfect by them in a fow days.

Bees rever make honey, but exuract it from
sauch flowers and other substances as yield it with-
out productng any change from its onginsl state,
Good honey 13 taken principaily from white clover,
archards, sugar-maple, bass, and other foteat trees,
while in bigssorn  Po .r honey is extracted from
buckwheat, and low land flowers, bence those wha
would save their good honey unadulterated by that
which is poor, wiil remove it before the latter can
be extracted.

Special care is necessary in staring drawers of
honey, when removed from the careand protection
of the bees, 1 order to preserve the huney from
wnsects, particularly theant. A chest, made pers
feetly tight, is 8 good store-house,

If the honey 1n the drawers is to be preserved
for winter use, it should be kept in 2 room €o warm
as not to frecze.  Frost cracks the combs, and the
honey will drop as soon a3 warm weather come
mences. Dieawers should be packed with their
apestures up, for keeping or carrying to market.
All Apianans who would make the most profit
trom thelr bees, should remove the honey as soon
as tho drawers are fitled, and supply their places

shoy dhe resfurmed wolin te o of thice doys—a
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svhempty cnos. Yhe bees will cemmence theip



