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fication as ever thev were. As a inatter of
fact, not our sheep onily, but all our domeçsticat-
ed animals are constantly varying. It is not
onliy the flocks of widely remote districts that
exhibit this variation; it can be seen any day,
And everywhere, by com paring together any
givena number of flocks in the saine naeighbour-
hood, eaci of which wvill bc found to have well-
marked fannly features, by which it eau be
readily diserînninated froni the others.

The point of real practical impoi tance is, that
overywhere the Leicester breed retains the
qualities whieh fron the first made it so valua.
Ile. I. is true that it is not nov put to the
xame use as formerly. Tt no longer yields
directly our staple supplies of butcher meat;
but crosses betwixt it and the Downs in the
South, and betwixt it and the Cheviots and
Blackfaces in the north, niow constitute the
main supplies to all our markets.

January, 1862.

Before publishing ithe foregoing statements,
it occurred to me that it would be well to sub-
mit them to two gentlemen who I knew to be
well qualified to judge of their accuracy-viz.,
John Gray, E'q., of )ilston, and Thomas Scott,
Esq., late of Beal. It is with peculiar zratifica-
tion that I append the following excerps from
the letters with which thev fivoured nie on re-
turnng my manuseript. Mr. Gray says:-

"I have been favoured by reading vour
paper on the genuineness of the Border Le'nes-
ter, and, as I am going fron home in the morn
ing, I give vou, at a late hour, a hastv line, to
3ay how entirely nv opinion conlcurs with vour
owvn as to the still existing purity of the ram-
èreeding flocks in the Border countries * *

a I quite agree with all von say of George
Culley and Robert Thonson. firsi. at Lilburn
(wlhen the first sale ofauction in the North of a
pure-bred Bakewell flock took place) and next at
Chillingham Baris. where he lad annual lett-
iigs, t whieh lI took ranis. and learned iv first
lessons in? the symmetrv ind qualitv of the pure
Leicester. I wvell remembher also hlis sale of all
his flock there lii May, 1814. when I 'as, though
young, on(- of the judirs, and presided at the
dinner mii a harn full and overflowiw. 1 regu-
larly attended the public lettins at Mr. Culley's
too, and hired ranis, very ofien. Those two
docks were certaiinlv mire Leicester, if Bake-
well's were pure-and we can go no farther
back. But then there were two f:amiiies in
Bakewell's flock, distiigiislid as blute caps and
red legs, whiih eaaie out. at times in their de
sce nts. You mist have seon aid kanown a
kind of Leicester with bliie faces. Lyenerallv bare
en the scalp, and red wbhen lanheld, andl when
mature, easily brokei by flies. on whwch account
thev were not favourits wilhi thshei, h.rds.
They were good feeders. but lightî. of wool.
The red or brown lezs were a larîdier t-ihie. and
good in carcass also. I reimneiner one of the

best rams I ever had being one of that kind-.
hired at sixty guineas from Mr. Tlhonsi (de.
scended fron Bakewell's). Tlhat class of shcep
was then used and approved by Messrs. Jobson
of: Turvilaws, Virdy of Fenton, Snith of Nor.
ham, Smîîith of Hlayfun, &c.. &C., and conitinlued
iii those families until vithin the hast t eity
years. So long as a sheep-flock was keit at
Miliieid Hill no alluy or impure ci oss w as ever
aidmitied i but yet thel character of the si eep
was r:ather altered to suit the taste of tlhose wio
hired] My ranis. The o iinal breed vas fiom
Tlhomason's and Cilley's, muy father baing
bouglt gimimer's fromt Thomson at aun early
tinie. By way of change, I hired sheep from
Burgess, anad tiien I iad three foir tu o years fi oie
Lord Althorp, got by 3uckle)'s best rai. called
Big B., whicl his Loi dship ind for two seasons.
Those sheep were perfect as to shape and quality,
but on a low leg, with a round full cariass, ful.
filliang 3akewell's toast, 'sniall in size, and great
in aie.' If I iad fed all mîy sheep to the end
f'or the fat miarXet none could have paid better
thanî those for early naturity ana the amouint of
iutton produced per acre, although not in large

framaes ; but in that neiglbourhood ail the ewes
are sold ft.r breeding another ) cai in Yoikshiire,
and the buaveis like thein to staid on a higluer
leg, and i;alke a biggeer. if not better, show in
the pens of York and Walkefield and so aIlso
with dinamiions sold in the autumn to be fi d in
the Sutth. Chieliy on this accouat, and i.aitly
iecauase more firmers iekon more iy the inice
they ýret per head than hy the aggregate
anount of iittoi and wool in sheep of sinaller
size, I was iiduced to folluw the publie taste
and to etltivate a large sized sheep, but wiiliout
snlicin~ ipurity of hood. T'le taste prevailed,
I thinik. pretty genlerally oni the Bordeis. and
huas m arouaglit, tog tler n ithi tiae effects ofclinate,
in chanuiinz coisidelrali the look and chaacter
of the Li icester shue in iluhose parts fr ni that of
the origiiaal Leict ster shih ep of that county and
Waruwickahe. &c I have ,cen maost narlked
chans pi oidý.ced by hocal circiiuiistaiet on
L iieter' sheep. 1 once bouglt somne sheailing
ratas ia tliis couintv foi' a fi iend in Ireland. I
saw th shecli in Qieen. Couity three years
after and could hardly*ihelieve ihr m to be the
saane, so conars ere thcy in wool, and so
<hanzed in character. * * * You are quite
rihit us to the ori,in of the namuîe Barin, or
Barin shire sliep. T runemmier old Green, a
lar_,e buyer from Yoikslire iii the beghuaiiag of
tlhis etntarv. nho aiways isqed thait terni in
speakin oiflie draft fw s le lioughit in Pame.
boran:lshire and Glendale. Your accounît of
old Luke Scott's little flock< is very curieus and
st.ictly .true. I knew hi ai Easington, ad
aise t' mnet hiini at li- sliows ni Chillingham
Parns. The h,st of his dimiihRed foc'k was at
a ,aur plaice liv thei rac,:d sonth of Wooler, cal-
ed Plea Place, where bis son once nsked nie to
stop anad took ut the sieep which be thought


