
ou the whole, tien, it niay pernaps appear
dUbtful whether the mould in the cases quoted
above was tnle real cause of inischief, se nuch
a the decomposition which the several sub.
stances had undergore, though it nust bc re-
luembered that in such cases it is absolutely
impossible to separate the parasite coinpletely
tom the matrix on which it grows, the spawn
ormvcelium penetrating in every direction, and
perb3ps being equal in quautity to the threads
wich appear externally.

It is not necessary for us to enter into the pe-
euar symitoimsf pIMonted by the seier«' horses.
It is sitleient to state that they were upon
dýe %çho'e such as would be caunsed by the
dmimstration of a narceotie-irritaiit poison, like
that of fungi. Whether, however, the ill effects
p-oduced were due to decomposition of the oats

emselves, or to the mould which grew upon
'hm. the lesson is precise!y the saine, nanelv,
o giçe a caution against the usA gcnerally of
i food. Mouldv hay and mouldy grain alike
,e sure iu the end to be the dearest.*

Should we be fortunate enough to oltain a
smiale, attention shall be paid to this and other

Satters arising froni the question, which even
aits present imperfect form can scarcelv fail to

intrestig.-M. J. B., in Gardener's
3rod We.

Progress of Wages in Sctland and in
Ireland.

At the monthly meeting of the Statistical
ieety, beld at St. Jane3* Square, L-adon-
-m inSadwick, Esq., C. B., in the char-a
per wai read by Mr. Frederick Purdy on the
t of agrieultural wagets in Seotland and Ire-
m The writer comienced by referring to a
per on Eirglsh agricultural wagea, read by

.Min May last, and to the circumstances of
unb:eqi.mnt ismue of a parliamentary retin

rtSefland, and one for Ir'land, both modelled
au the English return, and bo.h for the sanme
i:d-ibe half year ended at Christma", 1860.
itng Sceoland into three groups-v'z., the
thern. contaicing nine couuties, from S'iet-
cI ta Kiacardmne, the mena's wages were 121.
J per week on the average ; women's, 5s
.; and children's (under 16), 49. That the
îs average earni-igs by task-work were 133.
: la three of the counrties, men's harvest
ps were 141, 15s., and 19s. respectively.

midiand group embraces nine counties, be-
aiag with Forfar an t ending with Bute.
se t:e mens wages were 133. 2d.; the wo-
s, 53. 7d.; and children's 4.. The task-

sedaches aTe soneimues jiroduce.1 by the clouie of
wwhie -ing up froma the imouldy hay when taktng

-tles; and the saime rifect hs been observed to atise
- tht Sore of Auich mouids .I the commont apecies of
,Ma and Aspergallns in other situations, when pro-
-ia ecusive abudauce.

work wages of the men 149. 8d. a week. The
Fouthern group containe, the thirteen renain-
ing counties. The mens, women's, and chil-
dren's wages were 133. 2d. 6s., and 4g. 9d. re-
apectively ; the task-work½,ivages, 15s. 3d. In
some of the midland districts the barvest wages
were very high, as, -in Dumnbarton, 21s.; Forfor,
25.1.; and 26s. 6d. in Perthshire.

The statistices of the cost of the food con-
sumed, and of the clothes worn by the Scotch
peasantry, both in the present and the former
times, were next treated of by the writer, with a
view to illustrate the cornmimud which the money
wages at the respective perioda gave the la-
bonrer over the articles of his consumption.

The Irish returns wee discussed under each
province. Ia Ulster, the wages of the men dur-
iog the half year averaged' 79. 3:l. per week;
the women, 4s.; and the children, ail the latter
being less than 16 years of age, 3s. 23. It was
noticed that in Ireland the wages of one woman
and-of one child were together generally equal
to those of one man ; but that in Scotland the
men's wages were considerably above the re-
muneration obtained by a woman and a child
together. The task-work earnings of men in
Ulster were 93. 4d. a week. The Coanaught
men had 7.: the women, 3s. 1.d ; and children,
33. id.; men's task-work, 8s. 10id. In Leinster,
rmen obtained 7s ; wonen 33. 9n.; and children,
2s. 9d.; the task-work earnings of the men, 9e.
9d. Finally, in Munster, the men were paid 71.
2id.; the women, 49. 3d.; and the children 39.;
the task work earnings of the men, 9a 2d.

It appeared that taking the wages of the
agricultural labourer as unity, the weaver was
paid li, the shoeinaker 2, the tailor 2, and the
baker 2à the carpenter 2ï, and the bricklayer
and mason 3 times as mach at the same time
and the same districts throughont Ireland.

The paper concluded by bringing the princi-
pal facts for the diff.-rent parts of the United
Kingdom together. It was showa that amen's
wages in Eagland and Wales averaged lis 6d.;
in Scotlatnd, 12s. 9.; and in Ireland, 7s. Id.
That in 23 years the rise in the English wages
had oily been 12 per cent., but that in Scotland,
at an interval o twenty years, the rise was 42J
per cent., and in Ireland ever 57 per cent. The
fact of the low rate of increase in England, as
compared with Secotland, was dwelt upon ; there
were special causes why the rate in Ireland,
however gratifying, should not excite surprise.
It was strenuously maintained that " the En-
glish wages were kept down by two causes-
viz., the cruel and impolitie settlement of lands,
and the large expenditure ror out-door relief.
Is it not manifest that wheu we distribute in
England £3,000,00 a year, as untested relief,
among the laban..ing population by the hands
vf the employers of labour, we place at the dis-
posai of the latter a instrunent as powerfut-as
it is pernicious for depressing the fair wages of


