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1ho objoct contomplated, tho prosont stato and past his-
tory of similar-institutions, the branches of knowlaigo
to bo taught, and the .oxponso and genoral .outline of
tho institution.

It soems necessary for this -committee now, only to
prosont a fow briof considerations, which scom called
for by the naturo of tho bill which thoy ask loave to in-
troduco.

Tho committeo with eniire unanimity assent to the
corrdctnoss of tho conclusions arrived at.by the said
«conunissionors, that such an institution as has thus been
called for by so wide sproad a public opinion, should
be established, ai that the samo should be founded by
tho State. Tho necessity for its existence is found in
two vory important facts, tho first is, that two-thirds of
the entiro population of tho ‘State 1s engaged in agri-
‘culture, it is the groat occupation of our citizens and
the primary source of our wealth, and must so continuo
through all future time. Whatever adds to the valuo
or tho dignity of labor, tends to tho clevation in com-
fort end respectability of the great boedy of the people.
A very slight increaso throughout the State of the pro-
ductions of tho carth, will ernually returt to tho peo-
ple moro than the-entire amount which will bo.expond-
od .on the proposed institution, should that sum cven
oxceed any:contomnplated bounds.

The second ground for -its necessity is found in the
most remarkable fuct, that whilo a vory large majority
of the inhabitahts of the Union are engaged in agri-
culture, while it is overywhere regarded with respect
and held in the highest favor, there is net upon the
continent a solitary institution whero a thoreugh scienti-
fic and practical knowledge of agriculturo can bo ob-
tained. Millions have boen expended in founding n-
stitutions to toach law, medicine, theology, and the
highor departmonts of science and literaturo; and even
the blind, the insane, and the doaf and dumb have not
been overlooked and forgotien. But thatgroat science
-which lies at the foundation of all others, and is para-
mount in impertance to thom all, has boen left to strug-

slo along as bost it might, guided by the flickering
ight of an uncortain experience, and unaided by the
fostorirg care of the government which 1t sustains.—
The resalts of mottern.improvements, and the progress
‘made in the present contury, in the scionce of agricul-
turo, demand at tho hands of the State the most fave-
rablo consideration of this subject, and that this great
dosidoratum shonld be supplied without further delay.
The great farming interests of this State have too long
been ovoriooked and forgotten, or sacrificed to the in-
torests of more artful or more clamorous bodics. But
now whon their wants are understoood, and their re-
quosts are duly presonted to our consideration, they are
4100 reasonabloe to bo longer postponed.®

STANDARD FOR SAXONY SHEER,
BY THOMAS REED.

At a meeting of wool growers at the state fair of
Now York, it was agreed that the judges of Savony
should publish a deseription of what they eonsilered a
complete specimen of Saxony sheep, for the benefit of
young wool growers. Tho other judges desired that I
would give a written description to Mr. Peters, the edi-
tor of ti‘e Wool Grower, to which I at length agreed.

Perfoction should be the aim of all; and asthe
Saxony sheep have beon brought to the highost state
of perfection, ag producers of fine wool, it is my de-
sire 1o make the doscription so plain that a young wool
grower who observes these rules, in buying or selecting
for breeding, will soon have a good flock.

First comeos the description of a pure blood Saxon

-

buck. IIo should bo of medium sizo, [and I considor
a modium sized buck to bo 3 feet 9 inchos froni {he
nose to tho root of the.tail,] around the kody 3:foet
2:inches; around tho flank 3 feot G inches; from the
breast to tho hip 2 foot G inches; in hoight  foot' 3
inches; ho should bo a litllo:longer than a Morino ahd
not quito so hoavy built. Tho back almost straighi;
broad over the kidneys; body ‘round; the neck startingr
almost level with tho tops of .tho shouldors, wporin
and becoming round towards the héad. The hea
small, and neatly set on; no leoso skin on the undor
part of tho neck, or vory little ; tho hoofs short and
pointed; well quartered,” strong, active, and spirited;
his eyo bright; &)Xcasant countenance, and tamo; the
skin smooth and hoalthy looking. VWhon walking with
his side to you ho should look finished and gay. e
should look and feel woolly, not stiff'or'hard, but soft.
Tho samo su'es should bo obeervod in solocting ewes,
only thoy are a sizo less.

The next comes the description of his wool. Fine
wool on his forohead; wool-on his crown, fine, short,
downy looking wool on his cheeks; the under part of
the neck as fino as possiblo and crimped. Tho woal
on the body to Lo as even as possible all over, and
should bo crimped twenty-four to twenty-cight crimps
toutho inch; the crimps should run plain and evonly
across tho sample and up to the top resembling crape.
It should be soft, fine, thick got or compact on the
sheep: it should be so that it will stand steaight out,
showing small strands or divisions on tho surface of the
fleeco : the belly well covored with fino woal; the hip
wool soft and crimped. ‘Ihe wool should be a cloar
whito or cream-color; moderately yolkoy and the sur-
faco of tho fleces a littlo dark., “Theio is a vory good
kind of wool that is vory fine and close, in which you
can not traco tho crimps—yon must decide by the
smallness of the fibro. T'ho dloeco when shorn,.its folt-
ing properties should keep it united when spread ro-
sombhng o spider’s web; it should be soft and easv
rolied; the length of the woo!l after dtis washed and
shornis from one and a half to twe.inches.

When a young-wool grower goesto-solect, he shonld
keep the above desciibed sheep or some other modol
sheep before his mind; it would help him to have pro-
cisely one-fourth of mn.inch.marked on his Jeft thurb
nail, 10 lay the sample on and count, and if they eount
six or seven crimpsin that space they are very good:
You should cut the samples with scissors for pulling
them injures the woal and the sheep both.

When the wool is well crimnped it is superb. Sheep
that are soaked and washed under a water fall until the
woolsis puro and clean will average two and a half Tos
per head—if washed jn.the old way they will average
three lbs per head. You can have your sheep exqui-
sitely fine, or fine and heavier fleeced just aé you seloct
them to-breed from. Then why not breed an Ameri-
can sheep equal to any in the world, or.onse that will
suit our notions ?

Remomber ¢ like begels like.” Be- carcful'to-guand
against tho following faults: Coarse, hairy fices; -coarse
hairs or uncrimped wool on the under pert of the neck;
stringy on the top of the shoulders; ‘bareness of the
belli; coarse hip wool; and eoarse hairs on the inside
of the tliighs; the skin pale or .coversd with spats; slab-
sided, poor on reasonable keeping; sunk in tho neck; a
little coarse; low on the side. '

By observing theso rules in sclecting and breeding,
my wool of 1543 passed for the best American wob} at
Davis & Aubin’s depot, at Bostun; ray waol of 1849
passed at H. Blanchard’s depot, Kinderhook, N. ¥.—
980 ibs super, 438 prime, allin thé tivo giades. In
conclusion, try te have your shipep with as many of the
good muarks as pessible, and very fow of the bad onsx:



