' Sidney, ¢ can give what he

&

i Whoever there-
¢ fore will pretend, that the ng has beftowed" this
“ (landed) property, muff prove, that he, Sirfly had

¢ it himfelf. 1 confefs, that the Kings of Spain and

“ Portugal obtained from the Pope, grants of the ter-
¢ ritories they poflefs in the Weft Indies; and that
¢¢ this might be of Jome firength, if the Pope, as Vi icar

$€ of Chrift, had an abfslute diminion over the whole

€ earth; but if that fail, the whole Salls to the grourd, .
¢ and he was ridiculoufly liberal of that, which no
 ways belinged to him™ Patcnts however for pro-

moung difcoveries and fcttlcmcnrs in Amerita were

afterwards granted by  queen Elizabeth, and king
- James and his fucceﬂ'ors, who all denied the PQpcs

;" authority over countries, on account of their being

! inhabited by infidels ; yet, as fome pretence was ne-

‘
-

i_,

i

_ceflary to juftify thefe vfurpations, they, after- the
‘example of king Henry the Seventh, adopted the
- ‘exploded diftinction betwedn the rights of Chri-
Rians and thofe of Infidels, and .made it the only

 foundation of their’ refpetive American grants; all' -

~.of which contained t/m, and only this provifion, that
the territories and diftricts fo. granted, # 7oz pr ioufly

< occupied and poffeffed by the fubjedls of anystber Chri- . L
 flian prince or flate.” But if the princes and people -

of Europe, in more ignorant and fuperftitious ages,
< were fo far miflead by the emotions of avarice, ambi-

_ﬁ,,non, or rchglous pride,. as to believe it juftifiable for
-, them to- crofs the Atlantic, and ufurp the pofleflions
“of unoffending nations, only becaufe they did not be- _

lieve in religious dodtrines. of which thcy had never
Md, yet the pcrvadmg liberal mﬂuencc of philofo-

hbns.of the. n&hnpf man‘kmd aswcllas of the obh- ; _,A;j
: and Jnfhce, which. ccrtamlyare' -




