
hed liim

ice saifl,

odgc iny

way, but

ic looked

tlie fort,

en, and a

ver Suiu-

ni, where
remained

thing was

hiiued to

eforc, and
fs. When
;. Quietly

ly life, of

ir brother,

of her as

houseliold

ired in the

as in the

blithe yet

wondcrins;

m's recital,

onchalancc

lifted, Bcn-

and of the

iir ; of the

fly, firmly,

" and I've

a lip was
deed done

lie thing."

to speak

pied to a
blood be-

lu believed

ling of this

Ifession.

angcs

Icrs ; both

\i his seat.

Icspairing

he drew
land bade

liis hand
Srian took

led into a

lien Brian

1elbow on

years,"

THE CHIEF FACTOR. 55

said Benoni. He paused. Still neither man
spoke.

"There have been two cowards in the

world for ten years and more," he continued.
Venlaw and Brian caught eacli other's eyes,

and sprang to their feet.

"What can wo do?" questioned Venlaw
manfidly.

" Is there any way ?" hoarsely added Brian.

"Before (iod," he added more loudly, "I'd buy
back tliese ten years with my life if I could.

Listen to mo, Venlaw. For the thing done
that morning I've had sliamo enough ever
since, and I'll not cry quits to whatever
punishment might come. But what's to

be done now ? There's the trouble."

Benoni came forwai'd so that he had the

two men, one on either side of him, and said :

" There is this to be done, that you shake
hands like men and forget your quarrel, and
when tiiat's over I have more to say." He
put a hand on the shoulder of both.

Silently the two men clasped hands.

" Now," continued the showman, "there's

this further to do ; for its what I've come for,

and what I'll not go back without : from
Braithen you came, leaving trouble behind

you ; to Braithen you must go back to right

that trouble so fa;' as you can. I've travelled

the seas and these wild lands for this, old

man as I am."
"And what can I do by going back,"

said Brian, " since Elsie knows the truth

and Bruce knows it, and she has spoken, and
Bruce and I can do the same from here ?"

And here ho sigheil, and a bitter smile passed

across his face. He felt that if any went
back to Jean, naturally it should he Andrew.
He was sure the old man meant that, and, of

course, Jean also. And so he said :
" For the

rest 'tis A'cnlaw should go liack. 'Tis he

that's needed when all's righted."

Benoni now saw how Brian was being

punished. He had probed the heart of the

man's secret. He was glad, and yet sorry

too.

Here the Factor, Avho had stood muHling

his beard at liis moutli as tliongh to blockade

emotion, spoke slowly :

"' If there is any to

stay it must be I. But, as I take it, we both

should go. Fur I long to see the old Imd
once again, and there is the grave of niA old

friend the Dominic I'd visit, and justice to be

done altogether !"

Benoni's face lighted up. He tapped them
both on tiiC arms decisively. " You /ill

both came," he said. "For the last wonls

she spoke to me wh^n I stood on the Castle

steps at parting were these: 'If one comes

both shoidd, for both did wrong, and for-

giveness does not carry easily across the

sea.' So, will you come, or will you stay?

—both come or both stay, it must be."
" It is not easy on the instant to say that

it shall be done, and yet it shall," responded
Andrew.

" I am a prisoner," rejoined Brian, " and,

faith ! I've duty to do heie, as well as Ven-
law, when the chance comes again ; but I'll

go—and gladly—at the hour you say, if I

can ; and there's my word on it
!"

Once again Benoni spoke. " The lass will

break her heart if Bruce does not come back
with you, but I fear it is not safe. For
though ho mightn't lose his life, he'd forfeit

his freedom. But I'd give much to see tho

lad,—I call you all lads yet, though yoir '^ro

men in the full wash of years—and c -iry a
messa''e from him to her."

The Factor assured him that he should
meet Bruce soon, and told him of the expe-

dition against the White Hands, and of tho

movement he was soon to make towards Fort
Mary.
The candle spluttered arid went out, ami

only the light of the tire playeil upon tho

faces of the men. Thej' drew about it, and
smoked a pijjc of peace. And the hours
wheeled on, and when sleep found them Brian
and Venlaw lay together under the same
blankets.

While these things were happening two
women sat beside a fire in Braithen, and
there was l)undled up on the floor besido

them an itliot, who nuittered to himself and
blew bubl)les from a basin at his side.

" Elsie," said one, " I shall always think

that the poor lad here has done more for us
than we for ourselves, for he it was that made
us friends and killed the wrong between us,

and sent Benoni across the seas." She paused.

"And sent Benoni across the seas to bring

Andrew back to you," shyly said the other.

"To bringAndrewand Brian back," gravely

addei' Jean.

And the idiot, as the fl .jcy spheres of

water lifted away toward^ .iie ceiling, or tied

shuddering into the ,^i..ne of the chimney,

nuittered,—"Oh, ch, pietty bird, come back
soon Oh, oh, tic white horses Hide
away Oh, pr(!tty Else .'"

CILVn KU X.—THE I3L0W AND THE REBOUND.

A WEEK Liter fouml Chief Factor Venlaw
and his prisoners at Fort Saviour. A stoiit

band of me: had been left to garrison Fort


