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In March, 1881, the Smithsonian Iastitetion published a paper entitied “Irstraetions for research relative to the Fthnology and Phtlology of
Americn,” prepared hy Mr. (i FORGE GIBBY: ah ontavo pamphiet of Sl pages, difvided into two parts—the firat relating to genernt Fhnoiogy, the secnnd to
Philology. 'nder the firt hend Mr. Gibbs tramied of the fheta that should be atwerved and the material colltested reiating to “cmnin,”™ * speelmens
of art.” &e., &c., “names of triben,” “geagraphien! ponttion,” “namber.” “ phywiral conatitation,™ * pieture writing,” “dress,” “fond,” “dwellinge
“ars” “trade.” “religion.” “government.” “meial NRE * war,” “medicinen” “iemture,” “eatendar and astronomy,” “history and antiquities*
Under the hend of Philology Ee gnve i brief acvount of xome of the pecullarities of the Indian inngunoes, with general directtons for the best methode
of collecting certain words: a simple and practical aiphabet: anda comparative virahainry in Englich, Spanish, French, and Latin, Thte ynenbuiary
contnins 211 wonls, The whole was followed by Appendix A, Physical charneter of the Indian raees,™ with a tabuintad statement on particniars of
inquiry.-and Appendix B, “ Nomera! Symtema™ The paper was distrihated widely amony the missionaries, Indtan agents, travelers. and local
ocotlectors in Fthnology, and har served n valuabie purpane, resaiting in the cnlleetions, by carfoas peraons, of A Inrge number of voenhninries com-
pristng all or nearty all of the languages and dinterts of the Indian tridee of the Pafted States and - many in British Amerien and Mexicen, 7t served
Ao to direct Inquiry In the arveral branches of Fthnography. of which it trents, resniting in the collection of many valnable notes and mihor papers
on thinsubject. It hne aluo led to the cotlection of a great many rriicies fHawtmting the induetrien, arta, means of subsistence, &e.. fHound among the
Indinn tribes. It hes in fthet crently stimulated investigation, givine wiser direction 1o tnqairy, and the resalte hnve abundant]y proved the valye of
the * [nxtructipns™ and the wisdom of it« pablication: and it serves<o mark an epach in the hictory of cthnographic Investigation in Amerien. The
material whi¢h hax thus been accumuinted is of great amount, and its stndy has led to euct Important conclusions that it s deemed wise to prvpare
A new system af inxtruction, more comprehensive in plan and more clabomte Ir detail. First. it {« found neceeary to enlarge the alphahet wna< tn
include a greater number of sounds, which have been discovered in the North Amerionn Innguages. and 10 mark other lettern with greater precision.
Socond, it is hecossary to enlarge the vooabulary s0 ss to modify it somewhat, as experience has dictated, so that new words may be roiteeted. Thinl.
it in desirable that many simple phrases and sentences should he given—an choscn as to bring out the more tmportant chamecteristion of grammatie

In Myulology so much has already been dane that i€ is possible to con<truct an outline of North Ametican mythology and ¢0 give many of its
important characteristics. Much has also been discovered in the social and governmenial organisation of the Indian tribes. This branch of {nves
tigation has been esrried on to such an extent that many interesting conciucions have been reached, eapecially by Mr. I.xwin H. MoreA X, and the
subject has been placed on a new and scientific basix. In like an alv 1 stage of stady hae been reached (n all the other branches of
ethnographic investigation, and that proper advancement may be made in the future, by taking sdvnntage of what bas heen done in the past, it is
proposed to publish a “ Manual of North American Ethnography,” which will xive a brief outline of the subject in ita several departments, with
instructions and hints to the student. . -

The present paper is to be one of the chapters in thix manual, In its preparation, the alphabet was considerad to be of prime iImportance. - After
devoting much time to the fderation of the subject, and the examination of many alphabets devised by schoiars and iingulsts, none was found
against which there was not serious objections, and the author attempted to devise an alphabet which would contain all the supponcd requirements ;
but there were many difficulties in the way, and many compromises (0 be made in weighing the various considerations. At thisstage of the work
he applied to the eminent philolagist, Professor W. D. WRITYEY, for assistance. After mach consultation and the welghing of the many consider-
ations arising from the large amount of mankscript inaterial 1n the suthors hands, Profoenor WRITYEY kindly prepared the ihllowing papes

ON THE ALPHABET. S :

-

) . . K :
In dosling with & new Indian language in s practionl way, one of the St things to be doae will naturally ‘be to determiae how it shall be
written down; what sounds it has, and what.characters shaill be used to represent. them. . } : .

This is by no means an easy matter. It is always hand to understand the sounds of an unfamitiar language so thoroughly as to be abie to repro-
duce them with accuracy. Moreover, no two languages are made up of precisely the same sounds, Every Indian tongue will be foand to contain
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