
Newfoundland is about the size of Ireland, or
one-third more. Its population is some 200,000,

but of this number 28,oo live at St. John's, which
is therefore the centre of all life, commercial,
political and social. The remainder of the popula-
tion is chiefly settled on the coast, in fishing
villages called the "Out-ports," whilst the interior
of the island is sparsely sett4ed, and in some
parts unexplored. The population is dwindling,
and there is no immigration, of which they are
jealous, as reducing the means already deficient
of living, but there is emigration to Canada and
the United States.

The people are of English, Scotch and Irish
descent, but those from England are chiefly from
the west coast and Devonshire. The Premier,
Sir William Whiteway, is a Devonian. And a
curious little fact exemplifies this. If you ask
for cream, it is always Devonshire clotted cream
that is brought.

Newfoundland was the first of England's
colonial possessions. Sebastian Cabot discovered
the island in 1497, and claimed it for Henry VII.
With the discovery of America, all natiQns came
forward to claim a share, but it was England and
France who chiefly engaged in the fisheries, which
were then a source of great wealth. Sir Gilbert
Humphrey and Sir Walter Raleigh annexed the
island for Queen Elizabeth. Even at that time

Our Premier Colony.
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