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TAXING OF RAILWAYS.

At times we complain about taxation
in British Columbia. There was, as ou.
readers know, a good deal of opposition
to the increase of the rate on railways to
$100 per mile when the Assessment Act
of 1903 was passed.

In - this .connection it may be
stated that some ‘time ago &
Provincial Railway Taxation Commis-
sion was appointed by the Ontario Gov-
ernment, consisting of H.. J. Pettypiece,
ex-M. P. P., Judge Bell of Chatham,
and Prof. Shortt of Queen’s University,
Kingston, to-inquire into the taxation of
railways. Their report was laid on the
table in the Ontario Legislature the oth-
er day. It is a somewhat lengthy docu
ment giving in detail the results of in-
quiries, which enabled the commission-
ers to reach their conclusion, into the
systems of railway taxation in Michigan,
Indiana, Illinois, Wisconsin, Minnesota,
Maine, New York, Pennsylvania, New
Jersey, Great Britain, the Canadian Pro-
. vinces, and the views of railway officials
themselves pon the Subject.

The report favors the change from a
rate based on s6 'many dollars per mile
to a basis of 3 per cent. upon gross earn-
ings, which the commission-think woald
be reasonable, but which appears to be
steep as compared with imposts in this
Province. The appointment of a Pro-
vincial Board of Taxation, whose mem-
bers would be required to give only part
of their time to the work, with a per-
manent secretary and office staff, is sug-
gested.

It is further recommended that tele-
graph, express and sleeping-ear compan-
ies, as well as electric railways, should
also be taxed mpon gross recéipts, with
rates adjusted to their ability to pay.

-In Ontario the taxation problem = is
somewhat complicated by the existence
©of municipalities, each of which can amd
does impose taxation on railways with-
in its own limits. The report of the
commission suggests to apportion equit-
ably a certain amount of the proceeds
from the 3 per cent. tax 'to the munici-
palities and retain the balance for the
Province. The situation’is, however,
further complicated from the fact that
‘eertain’ railroads opera‘tg in more than
one proyince. < For instance; in Ontario,
in addition to a number of branch lines
#nd independent auxiliaries, the Graud
Trunk and the Canadian Pacific Rail-
ways are through lines. There is also
the Michigan  Central, which simply
passes through the Province from one
State to another. It would be neces-
sary, therefore, to ascertain as accurate-
ly as possible the volume of receipts be-
tween terminals in Ontario, a somewhat

-~ difficult proposition.

As to the most efficient method for ad-
ministering a Provincial system ef cor-
porate taxation, whatever basis of taxa-
tion might be adopted, there is, the com-
‘missioners say, an almost unanimous
conviction, alike in the United States
and Great Britain, and also in Canada,
that a Provincial Board of Taxation
should be established, composed of, say,
three persons, with a permanent clerical
staff. The board would not be perman-
ently employed, but would direct the
work of assessment upon systematic ef-
forts of enquiry as to the taxable assets
of corporations.

PRESENT WAR SITUATION.

Since Kuropatkin surrendered * the
command of the Russian army in Man-
churia to General Linevitch, there has
been an almost total dearth of war pews
from the East. There are only. two
facts about which the public is inform-
ed. One is that the Russian army un-
der Linevitch has gone north of the area
in Manchuria in which an army could
subsist on the country itself. - At the
present time fuel and food must be

_ transported to the army over a railway
that is already overtaxed. It is impos-
sible to obtain supplies through any
other source, except Vladivostok, and
that port is in need to accumtlate stores
in order to prepare for a resistance
greater, possibly, than that made by the
Port Arthur garrison. In such circum-
stances, one can scarcely conceive of the
dificulties to be overcome in reinforcing
an army, the losses of which during the
past month have been so emormous. In
regard to the northern situation it is not
possible to arrive at any definite idea.
What little news is allowed to filter
through is largely speculative.

It was announced by the Russian Gov-
lernment that immediate preparations
were being made for the mobilization of
a second army to be sent to the relief
of Linevitch, which wbuld bring up the
total, under arms on the Russian side ia
Manchuria, to more than double what it
is. This was almost immediately offset
by a declaration on the part of the Jap-
anese Government that it intended °to
place in the field an army of a million
men. With all the advantages as now
exist in its favor such a force could hard-
ly be other than successful.

The other fact to which we have ref-
erence is the expected encounter between
the fleets of Admirals Togo and Rojest-
vensky. Regarding the whereabouts of
these fleets there is little definite inform-
ation, but that a battle has been or is in
progress at the present time may be prob-

able. At all events an early encounter
seems inevitable. We can only specu-

late upon the result. Nearly all the ad-

28! ess on land and sea.

admiral. The Russian vessels are re-
ported to be ‘very foul after their long
voyage; and Togo, after his long rest
and careful preparations, with a greater
familiarity of ‘the waters—assuming
equality in gemeralship—ought to win.
The respective strength of the two fleets
are as follows:

Russia. Japan.
Battleships 8
Armored cruisers 8
Protected cruisers . 18
Unprotected cruisers . 10
Coast defence ships 4008 2
Torpedo craft cieidD
Russia has four battleships which -are
new, but in armored cruisers the Japan-
ese are the most modern. In torpedo
craft, the Japanese are vastly superior,
and with skilful operation of these the

$5 00| Russian fleet will undoubtedly be great-

ly harassed.

While both sides are steadily persist-
ent in their military operations, ovér-
tures for peace are under way—part of
the ponderous game of diplomacy. Rus-
sia is face to face with a greater prob- |
lem of warfare than that of mere prow-
Finanecially she is
in a position of desperation. Japan has
had no difficulty in floatiug her war
loans, which are really in favor as an
investment. France, her only friend,
has refused to advance more money to
Russia except on condition of peace be-
ing declared. ' In the event of Russia be-
ing unsuccessful, it is stated that. the.
Government will issue paper money, but,
in the end, the result of such a policy
will be the more disastrous. .

In additien to her financial difficulties
there is the terrible state of disquietude
which exists in Russia among her peopie,
and this, perhaps, isas serions a phase of
the situation as any. There is also the
serious problem involved in transport-
ing the vast number of troops required to
the seat of war and of keeping up
supplies. It is stated that the propo-
sition of double tracking the trans-Siber-
ian railway has been abandoned for the
Teason that construetion would demoral-

fic the soldiers of Manchuria depend ab-
solutely, not only for reinforcements, but
for their lives as well.

In any event, niuch depends upon the
issue of the naval engagement now in
progress or about to take place. A de-
cisive victory for Japan would undoubt-
edly settle the war at once, as it would
be an act of ‘insanity for the Russian
Government to continue. HEven grant-
ing & victory for the Russians and the
consequent protraction of hostilities, the
end, which cannot be far distant, entire-
ly depends upon the supply of money.
Both nations, from sheer exhgustiou of
the treasury, must come to terms, the
nature of which will be determined by
the side that can press its advantage
most strongly when that time comes.

THE STUDY OF LOCAL HISTORY.

The study of local history is some-
thing usually confined to a few enthu-
siastic persons who devote themselves in
their leisure moments to historical re-
search. Like the collection of plants,
curios, or old prints, it is a fad; but in or-
der that there should ~be suc-
cess in  ‘certain lines it is
recessary that there should be faddists.
In Great Britain, there are in every par-
ish, or district, -or village one or two an-
tiquarians who make a life study of
the sumnndipgs, ‘which include the. bio-
graphy, archaeology, church records and
many other phasés of past life. The-re-
sult of this has.betn a long series of
local histories of - parishes, counties,
towns and villages which in themselves
would make a vast library. The use of
these volumes of history, apart from the
local interest attached, cannot be said to
be great, taking individual instances, but
from these antiquarian stores are drawn
material out of which the noted history
writers weave the story of the past.
Were it not £or the scrupulous care and
untiring industry of such individuals
much of the knowledge of our country,
apart from official records, would be en-
tirely lost. , In this way we have repro-
duced in almost photographic outline the
lives and conditions of living of our an-
cestors. As an instance of the extent
to which these investigations are carried,
we have before us the first of two vol-
‘umes entitled “Logie: A Parish History.”
They are quarto volumes containing
about 350 pages each, printed on heavy
paper and well illustrated. They con-
tain all that is known of the past of the
little parish of Logie, 'which lies under
the shadow of Stirling Castle, and in-
cludes as .its chief point of interest the
historic bridge of Allan. ' The records
are carried back as far as 1210 and the
story is made continuous from that time.
Every incident of mnote which could be
gathered from parish records is-giveix.
It will be of interest, of course, only to
those who have lived in or near the par-
ish or to those whose forbears hailed
from Logie, nevertheless, there are inci-
dents which illuminate, as side lights, the
history ©f Scotland.

.. Apropos of this we are in receipt of a
little printed circular from Prof. Meany,
Secretary of the Washington University
State Historical Society, outlining the
proposition he has formulated for the
collection of State reminiscences for pre-
servation and future reference. There
is, perhaps, no man more enthusiastic in
work of this kind than Prof. Meany, who
has mlready done @ great deal in compil-
ing the history of the Northwest coast.
and making a varied collection of mater-
ial bearing upon the same. The basis of
his plan is an appeal to the teachers bf
Washington State for their co-openation,
and in order to accomplish this he has
offered certain inducements to the teach-
ers, This proposition was brought be-
fore the Spokane County Teachers’ In-
stitute, which gave its approval. The
State Historical Society has offered for
the best biographies or historical sketches
@ life membership, worth $25, and for
each artiele submitted that is acceptable,
but falls below the highest standard; an’
annual membership, worth $2, is offered,
thus affording every teacher of the State
an opportunity to become a member of
the society and assisting in its work. Full
particulars as to the method of operation
are given. One of the features of the
plan adopted is the interviewing of old
settlers and pioneers, and for this pur-
pose a number 0f questions are given to
assist in the unfolding of the life story.
Where a teacher may prefer to submit a
manuscript on something other than the

vantages are in favor of the Japanese

ize existing trafic, and upon that traf- |
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‘Or ‘monuments,” ¥

Wherever it is possible, the gathering
up of Indian degépds is suggested, and
in this connection: is a caution as to the
care to be exercised. As is well known,
Indians are given to romancing and it-is
very possible for a young and ardent in-
terviewer to be grossly deceived. . To be
successful in this respect it is necessary
to become more or less intimate with the
Indians themselves and 'to verify the le-
gends supplied to submit. them to other
Indians. «

Another very acceptable form of work
is that of securing old diaries or other
family documents, old pictures, and-rel-
ics of historic walue.

It is the intention of the society fo
continue this work systematically until
the field has been thoroughly exploited
iand to place in the archives of the so-
ciety the fruitg of such work in a sys-
tematized for#, properly classified and
indexed. From.this accumulation of
reminiscences it will be possible for the
historian of the fature to select the ma-

terials for a book that will forever em-

balm, in readable and tangible form; the
history of the Coast, a great werk such
a@s has been inherited from Parkman or
Prescott.

\ A similar 'work has been suggested
for British-Columbia and to some exteut
hias been carried out, but as yet noth-
ing very systematic or extensive has
been undertaken. Some time ago a his-
torical society was - established in town,
but its existence was brief. The Nat-
ural History Society includes among its
objects that of historical research, but
jafter jall results must depend upon the
one or two enthusiasts who are prepared
to sacrifice -time for the reward which
unselfish and uwnremunerative labor ean
bring. Very few of the early pioneers
of the Province are now left and hun-
dreds have departed whose experiences
and reminiscences would have been ex-
tremely valuable. It is not yet too late
to recover much that will be lost in a
few years. .

CANADIAN PUBLICATIONS.
Whether Canada can be said 1o have
a literature is a disputed point. Wheth-
er tuere shouid be a Canadian literature
at-all is another matter of dispute. A
great diversity of opinion has been ex-
pressed on: the subject. All literasure,
it is held, must be- as' universal as the
tongue in which it is expressed. ru-
ing is not local. Mathematics and medi-
cine  have no special -habitat. There is
a distinctive literature in all languages,
reflecting the atmosphere of certain lo-
calities, idiomatic and dlalectic. = The
history of a country, or a.county, or a
parish is in a sense distinctive and local.
.But all are but-local expressions of a
human experience that is common and
world wide. ¥ach country has its own
historiographers, fictionists and mimick-
ers, just the same as eyery country has
its artists who specialize its own phases;
but just’'as each picture is an expression
of one art, so every boqk-that-is redol-
ent of the soil but represents a mood of
one literature. In the narrow 'sense of
the term, Canada has a literature, or is
beginning to have, in the same way that
Ireland and Scotland and Australia and
the United States have literatures. In
the wider sense she has not, apart from
the literature which is English. In con-
sidering what -C has done towards
English literature we must divide the
field into two classes—what is distinctive-
ly. Canadian and what is-universal, or

is abstract.. Under the latter, we in-
clude treatises on ﬁ;‘eat subjects, which
in no way relate to the country on partake

essays, epics, dramas, universal history,
scieatific mig'eeﬂnny, l’nmic, political or
social enconomy, and theology. In con-
neection with the latter we associate the

John Milton, Shakespeare,
Stuart Mill, Mommsen,
Spencer, and a host of others. Of men
of such rank Canada has furnished few,
if any, peers. -ln regard to the former
she has done much, some of its well.
Flor instance, Haliburton’s literary varia-
tions of the sayings and doings of “Sam
Slick’” is probably e«aual to anything that
has ever been produced in like style.
Dr. Drummond’s “Habitant” will be-
come a classic, as reflecting the manners,
habits of thought and patois of the

dialectic letters. Then Kirby, Parker
and Gordon have done work which will
compare favorably in interest and execo-
tion with that of some of the best of
their contemporariés.” And we must not
forget that these men are handicapped
in the comparison by the limited and to
some extent isolated sphere of their
action. i

The above is suggested by the receipt
of Volume Nine of the “Review of His-
torical Publications ‘relating to Canada
for the year 1904; Edited by Professor
‘George M. Wrong and H. H. Langton,”
being part of the series of University of
Toronto studies and  published for the
Librarian by Morang & Co., Toronto.
The object of the publication is to re-
view all the Canadian publications of
note relating to Canada, and dealing
with its political relations, history, geo-
graphy, statistics, archaeology, ethnol-
ogy, folk lore, education, law, etc., etc.
In this respect the year 1904 was some-
what prolific, there béing no less than
220 important publications dealt with.
A dogen of these under the head of
“Provincial and Lecal History,” relate
to the West. The department of arch-
aeology, ethnology and folk lore are rich
with comntributions respecting the North-
west Coast, some half dozen of which
deal exclusively with the Indians of Bri-
tish Columbia. The work throughout is
high class, mechanically as well as oth-
erwise, and is a credit to Canada, which
it endeavors so ably to reflect in its liter-
ary aspirations.

FRANK OLIVER'S APPOINTMENT.
Of all the recent acts of the Dominion
Government the appointment of Frank
Oliver as Minister of the Interior is the
most significant. Under ordinary circam-
stances he would have been the last man
to have been selected.
He established his reputation in poli«
tics as a “kicker.” e belonged for
some. time fo the independent wing of
the Western Liberals composed of R.
‘‘Richardson, Joseph Martin, himself
and a certain following. He was a
strong opponent of the Canadian Pacific
Railway, its monopoly and freedom from
taxation. He was strongly in favor of
Government ownership of railways. He
was an unrelenting opponent of separate
schools, hierarchical influence, and re-
striction of Provincial rights. He was
everything which Sir Wilfrid Laurier is.
not now. All his former principles he
has thrown to the wild winds of the
prairies in order to satisfy an ambition
for officé, which he affected of yore to
despise. ; :
r. Oliver is not without ability, but
there were at least three other men who,
ordinarily epeaking, would have had the
preference. Hon. Clifford - Sifton is a
man of great ability, and was, in the
Liberal press, prominently heralded on all
occasions ‘as the ‘“Young Napoleon of
the West.” Why did he not go back
to. office? He resigned presumably as
a protest against the original sevarate
school proposals of Sir Wilfrid Laurier;
but he came back into the fold and sup-
ported the clauses in a modified form.
From his own statement that was the
only point of .difference between himself
and the Premier or his colleagues. Why
then, when his return could have been
effected’ within thirty days, without a

life story of a pioneer, such topics. are

recommended as historical trees, blocki
houses of Indian war times, origin of lo-

cal geographic names, old Toads, build-

new election, did he not go back? It
means that he dared not amd that his
resignation was due to other causes thn:x
were ostensibly put forward: It meas

that the charges against his adminis-

what is specific and concrete and what |

of ‘the soil in “which they had growth—

of Liord Macaillay, S ‘Smith,
John 3 u o 4 Dnrmn:r;in,..]'ohu.
ﬁmke, Herbert,

French-Canadian not to be surpassed in.

P

tration of the Yukon are too true, There
may be other' reason¥, *but “thérs ‘is 1o
doubt- that there were ugly issues of

to fa. il o :

a%en agaih thére was Thos. Greenway,
for many years Premier of Manitoba,
an able and practical man, though not
brilliant, tﬁs a staunch Liberal, as a
man who stood as the champion of Mani-
toba rights and as one who, for a time
at least, was a popular idol of the far-
mers of the Northwest, he had ten claims
to one as against Mr. Oliver.

‘When Mr. Sifton resigned, it was gen-
erally conceded that Walter Scott, of
Regina, would succeed him. He is a
young man of more than average ability
and though not so long in politics his
course has been consistent while that of
Mr. Oliver has been eccentric and wobbl-
ing. In addition to that he would have
been practically the unanimous ‘cheice
of the Liberals of the Northwest. Why
then was he not selected?

The answer is plain. There was no
constituency in Manitoba or the North~
'west, where a candidate was available
for the position, in which a supporter
of the Government could have been elect-
ed on the school question, except the pe-
culiar oue for,which Mr. Oliver stands.
The mixed character of the population;
in which there is a majority of Catho-
lics, and the fact that Edmonton has
been selected, pro tem, as the capital of
the new Provipce of  Alberta, and the
way in which it is affecte? by the incom-
ing railways, are wholly in his favor.
He is peculiarly the product of circum-
stances, to which he will owe his elec-
tion, if returned, rather than to any in-
dividual claims for preferment.

THE CRISIS AT OTTAWA.

That the political situation at Ot-
tawa is very much more serious than
seems -to be understood in this Prov-
ince, is evident from an. editorial in
the Toronto Globe, hitherto the prin-
cipal mouthpiece of the Liberal Gov-
ernment, which speaks as follows:

The situation at Ottawa 'is to the last
degree critical. To deny ite criticalness is
to misunderstand its character, To regard
it as a passing incident which will be for-
gotten within nine days of the vote is to
‘misjudge the quality and temper of the
convictions and prejudices on both sides
of the controversy, The warring and ir-
reconcilable elements in the situation and
the peril of the outcome creates a very
real and very serious crisis.

But what brought about this - crisis?
Frankly, it had its origin in a seemingly
incurable tendency of the federal parlia-
ment to emcroach on the sphere of pro-
vincial legislatures. :

Nothing but an acute condition of
affairs would justify the Globe in as-
suming what may be regarded as an
exceedingly sensational attitude.

That all this might have been easily
avoided must be evident to any dis-
interested observer of Canadian affairs
and the sequel simply goes to show
that even clever statesmen like Sir
| Wilfrid. Laurier do not always. take to
heart the obvious lessons of history,
‘even the history of their own times.
In 1896 he captured the Province of
Quebec in deflance of the hierarchy, who
went to the length of imposing the sup-
port of Conservative candidates as a
religious duty. His success proved that
the rank and file' of the French-Canad-
ian, though Catholic in all their in-
stincts, are not led by the ¢ . They
gave their allegiance to Sir Wilfrid
because he was 'a Frenchman and not
becatise he was a Catholic. - -

The same would have ‘been true in
1905 had it been necessary for Sir Wil-

try with a policy of non-interference
of Provincial rights in the ‘matter of

or the thréats of Mgr. Sbarretti, it is
not probable t the school question
would’ have altered the cémplexion of
half a dozén constituencies at the out-
side, whereas {n' the rest of Canada his
policy would have swept the country.

“As it is, Sir Wilfrid Laurfer has
neither conciliated one ' side nor sat-
isfled the othef. The modifications of
the Autonomy BIill, as at present before

House, stilf ¢ontain a vicious prin-
ple of interference with the rights of
the Provinces to deal with their schools
subject to the restrictions of the Act
of Confederation, a_principle which is
‘objectioriable 4o ‘the great majority of
the people of Canada. On the other
hand, they do rot go nearly far enough
to suit the views of the Quebec hier-
archy, in whose opinion they fall short
of the British 'North America Act it-
self in protecting the interests of the
minority. The separate schools therein
provided for ‘are, to them a . mere
shadow of their wishes. This is clearly
evident from a sermon preached by
Mgr. Clouthier, Bishop of Three Rivers.
From the following extract our readers
can form their own conclusions :

The original bill was very far from as-
suring the Catholic children that Christian
teaching to which they are entitled. The
amended bill now before the House gives,
it is true, separate schools, but the teach-
ing will be almost neutral in practice. The
teaching, as a matter of fact, can only be
done in English, and the half-hour of
catechism after school is only a decoy, and
can in no way satisfy the proper forma-
tion of Catholie children. The Confeder-
ation Aet certainly assures us zore than
that, or Catholies  would never have con-
sented to form a party to it. We may ask,
in fact, what will become of the Confed-
lerat?ion should such & measnre become
aw

The amendment which hands over to the
new provinces. the absolute control  of
thelr gchools Is mnot acceptable ¥ Cath-
olics. We must have federal . legislation
that will guarantee to the minority the
right to have schools of thelr own choos-
ing, both as regards religion and language.
The object which a certain number of peo-
Dle‘ have In view of establishing so-ci’l,led
national schools tends to stamp with the
same imprint every citizen of this coun-
try. Now, this fusion of races, as far as
the French-Canadians are concerned, is a
dream, a Utopia; for it would mean the
renouncing of their providential mission.
Our duty for the moment Is to live along-
side our English fellow-citizens, respecting
zl‘l:{: rights, bl:lt:1 fortclng them, as the oe-

D may require, to respect ours. It is,
therefore, the imperious duty of all Cath-
olics to work courageously to obtain con-
fessional schools for the two new provinces,

and not to yleld till we have full and am-
ple justice. -

TR LSRR A
WHAT'S IN A NAME ?

. What’s in a name? That is'a ques-
tion the aldermen are asking themselves
with reference to the proposed chaages
in ‘street nomenclature. Why ‘sacrifice
“Belcher” for “Rockland” ? Why obliv-
lonize “Bellot street” in “Burdette ave-
nue”? Why is “Kane”—after the wan-
dering artist—to be consigned *o the
limbo of ‘“‘Broughton”? Why Is the
romantic and hallowed “Birdcage walk”
to be obliterated by the substitution of.
the prosaic and commercial “Goverument
street”? Why should history and poesy
which, as the oldest and most pictur-
esque city in the Province, ‘form  part
of its many charms, be eliminated from
the civic signboards? = Sentiment is the
best part of a nation’s capital. Take
sentiment, tradition and the picturesque
away from our cprporate assets, and you
leave . dead, cold-blooded commerecial
dross, in which are no living seeds of in-
spiration or enthusiasm. What's in a
name? Not much to the mind of steely

frid Laurigr ‘to'go again to the coun-.

+0f Harbor Commissioners it should stand

done on account of the sentiment which
a4 name inspires than for all the wealth
-the world ever had. - 8o in small thinfs‘
ad' in -great, in> mumicipal matters as in’
national affairs, let us preserve what is
pleasant of memory in the past. We

to brave men. '
+«THE DEMAND FGR HORSES.

The Toronto Mail and Empire says
that a great impetus will be given to
horse-raising in Canada should cavalry
remount stations be established here
on account of Major-General Benson’s
visit. The Honorable the Imperial
Minister of Agriculture is alive to the
importance of the matter and is will-
ing to do what he properly can should
the Dominion authorities fail to move
in the matter.

Despite the introduction of steam
and electric modés of transportation,
of the bicycle and the automobile, there
never was 80 great a demand for good
horses of all grades as there is at th_e
present time. It does not make 80 mucn
difference what the breed is so long as
they are sound, in good fettle, and
adapted for some special or general
service.

The establishment of remount sta-
tions in Canada would naturally in-

tain class, and this is a matter of im-
portance to British Columbia, inas-
much as many parts of the interior are
well adapted for horse-raising.
course, to take advantage of the mar-
ket thus opened, attention would have
to be paid to the improvement of the
breed and for this purpose certain
types will have to be kept in view.

During the South African war 14,000

Canadian-bred horses were bought, but
five or six times this number would
have been purchased had they beeni
available. Seventy-five thousand horses |
were purchased from the United States
and: large numbers from Argentina,
Australia and other countries. In Eng-
land, we are told, only 17,000 horses
were available although, before the war,
it was estimated there were 3,000,000
in the country. It has been a common
misapprehension, says the Mail and
Empire, that the ordinary horse, too
heavy for speed and too light for
strength made the ideal army horse.
The ideal cavalry horse, it states, is a
good horse, and a good horse, like a
good man, is good for anything. He
must, be sound and strong and swift,
easy of gait, and adaptable to new con-
ditions. Stallions, unmanageable crib
biters, wind suckers, rabbit mouthed,
capped elbows, damaged knees, or
horses with injured or deficient teeth
are all barred, as well as animals un-
der four or over six years old. Whites
and greys are only required for special
purposes, while light or washy colored
horses are,not accepted. Black horses
are required for the Household Cav-
alry, but -any pronounced colors, such
as bays, sorrels or chestnuts, are.  in
favor. It is not decided what will be
the probable price, but that will de-
pend, of course, upon the supply that
is available. It is estimated that about
5,000 horses will be required annually.
These will not all be bought in Can-
ada, but the number to be purchased
here will depend upon the success with
which the. true type of horse is reach-
ed. In times of war the demand would
be greatly augmented. In addition to
that, Japan will probably in the future
be a considerable buyer, and with our
friendly relations with the Japanese
Empire and our contiguity with that
country, our chances are good for se-
curing a profitable market there.

. British Columbia and the Northwest
should, therefore, place themselves in a
position to meet the demand, and for
‘this purpose should carefully study
army requirements,

sl

HARBOR COMMISSIONERS.

As our readers are aware the question
of tlie appointment of a Board of Har-
bor Commissioners for the City of  iu-
toria has been agitated for some time,
and when Hon. Raymond Prefontaine.
Minister .of Marine and Fisheries, was
in' Victoria last fall he was interviewed
on the subject and promised to give the
recommengdation efféet. In .this connec-
tion' he suggested the preparation of a
bill; crystallizing the views of the Board
of Trade and formulating their require-
ments, and its passing would have i..vor-
able consideration.

A committee was formed; as the 1eosalt
of an unanimous vote, from members of
the Board of Trade for the purpose. In-
stead, however, of framing a bill, as in-
structed, the committee came to the con-
clusion that a Board of Harbor Commis-
sioners would not best serve shipping in-
terests of Victorid, and. as a conse-
quence, at the meeting of the Board of
Trade held yesterday afternoon, a mo-
tion was passed rescinding the original
resolution in favor of such appointment.
The motion was the cause of vigorous
discussion.

While, on the face of it, the Board
placed itself in a' somewhat incounsistent
position, the reasons for the change of
mind seem to be sound. Briefly stated,
they are about as follows:

1t was proposed to give the Board.of
Harbor Commissioners jurisdiction in
(respect to steamboat.inspection. This
would bring the Harbor Commissioners
into conflict with the Dominion Board
of Iuspection,

Five men appointed as Harbor Com-
missioners would necessarily have less
influence in making recommendations to
the Dominion Government than the
whole Board of Trade.

The Dominion ‘Governmeiit would use
the Board of Harbor Commissioners as
a buffer between itself and the Board of
Trade, and there would be constant fric-
tion between the two bodies.

There were no complaiuts being made
as to the lack of harbor facilities, which
were adequate in every sense for present
requirements,

The objection raised to the course of
action adopted was to the effect that the
‘Board ‘having ‘made a unanimous re-
quest to'the Minister of Marine and
Fisheries for the appointment of a Board

by it. Otherwise it would stand in an
unfavorable light at Ottawa as not
knowing its own mind for long.

The obvious answer to that was made
that, if, upon more mature consideration
being hsi, it was discovered that the
Board was mistaken, it was better to ac-
knowledge the mistake and adopt the
proper course by withdrawing from its
original position.

There is vne thing about the dog of
fashion, as well as the stylish gentle=
man of noble and ancient lineage—he
can afford to revel in a variety of names
to support which would send any ordin-
arv mortal to the poorhouse in half a
year. Hugene Percy Harold Van-de-Vere
Plantagenet Cummings-Smuggs would
feel himself insufficiently clothed with
less;; he must have names enough to
make a change at least three times a
week, with a safe margin in the event
of the wash man not showing up 'on
the schedule date. And he surely
wouldn’t ill-use his dog by asking him to
worry along with less. The result is to
be noted in the catalogue for the forth-
coming: bench show. It has its due im-

ERADICATE
« PIMPLES

Our Blood Purifier cures boils, pimples,
eruptions and diseases caused by impure
blood: It enriches and vitalizes the blood
and renovates the whole system.

$1.00 PER BOTTLE.

CYRUS H. BOWES

>98 Government Street, near Yates Street.

VICTORIA.
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{reason; but more great ﬁ.eedi_have been

4 upon

plead for the historic names, monuments °

ing off his boots in the hallway.

érease the demand for horses of a cer-|

of{®

m of getting help, sueh as faithful
owser used to give, if in a tight mix-up
with a bad, bold street tough, by calling
pon Wandee Duke, or Glen Tanna
Piccolo, or  Rippo. Wans Recompense ?
Or just imagine the predicament of the
hénest citizen coming home with a smal
package and arousing the sleeping foar-
footed guardian of the premises by W;%k-
yl
‘before he could-get ~well - started with
his assurances that it was all right,
Rippo Wans Rainbow! would probably
haye a nice succulent section detached
from his right leg. And the danger there
is In it for the dog, too! If Roy’s Last
Montez doesn’t see the car, it’s useless
trying to call him off. The car will
reach him sooner than you in your ex-
‘citement can mention half his names.
‘And that’'s when it's lucky to be plain
Mike or Tige.

Might it not be justifiable, in the eir-
cumstances, to refer to Mgr. Sbarretti’s
proposal to the Manitoba Government re
separate schools as a papal “bull”?

Now is the.time for the Council to
get to work and pave Johnson street.
Let them take advantage of the fine wea-
ther and spread the expenditure as much
as possible over the dry season.
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COMMERCIAL TRAVELERS’ TAX.

S8ir—Your editorial on the tax for com-
mercial travelers is very much to the
point, but I fear we in British Columbia
:cannot look .at the question in the same
light as men in thé East, who seem to me
to consider’ British Columbia a happy
hunting ground both from a political and
icommercial standpoint, and they have cer-
tainly followed up the policy of ‘‘take
everything and give mnothing’” ever since
'Conf tio L7

wgedgn Bﬂn‘m Columbia are standing a
whole lot, but they wiil one day push the
Westerners too'hard, and we will want to
know whdt we have gained by confeder
ation with the /Eastern . provinces, who
seem to think that because we are young
and tender they can adopt the role of
“Bloodsuckers,” but one find day they will
‘wake up to the fact that the people of

when put to it.

Has anyone ever thought out the propo-
sition of how much more prosperous Brit-
ish Columbia would have been had we re-
mained a crown ‘colony, or even had we
gone under the wing of Uncle Sam? Just
stop for a moment and compare the pres-
ent prosperity and development of- the state
of Washington with the hard times we are
up against in British Columbia.

. MBERCHANT,

POULTRY AND LIVESTOCK.

WANTED—Horse about 900 or 1,000 Ibs.
State price, and where seen. Address
Box 352 Colonist. apld

FOR SALE—Farm horse, weighing about
1,300 1bs.,, can be seen at cormer of
Fourth street and Topaz avenue: apl2

FOR SALE—Gentle driving mare. Apply
94 Superior street. apl2

‘BGGS FOR SETTING—It is stated by all
who have seen my Barred Rocks they
are the finest flock they have seen in
these parts—price 50c. per dozen. John
C. Mollet, South Salt Spring P. O.
B 0.

FOR SALB—Heavy draught horse for sale.
Apply at B. C. Soap Works. ap9

FOR SALE-—BEggs from hens guaranie-d
to lay not less than 200 eggs each per
yedr; White, Brown, Black Leghorns,
‘White, Buff, Barred Rocks, $1.00 per
setting. Mrs. Bdith Stewart, Chemainus.
All prize birds, or bred from such. pa®

ADARE POULTRY FARM—Wm. Baylls,
Ross Bay, Fairfield Road, Victoria, B. C.
Chnice eggs for setting, from pure bred
and vigorotis stock. Barred Plymouth
Rorcks. from first prize birds; 8. C. Black

C.. Brown Leghorns; Tou-
louse geese; Pekin ducks. All eggs tested
before shipping and warranted from
choice matings. Orders taken at Brown

. & Cooper’s, | ernment street, or by

; card fo P. O, Box 580,

Mlporcas; 8.

"'c‘i i T4

iveness, 1o t, but..who . would.

MAYWOOD. . POULFRY - - TARDS—Light
Brahma and B. P. Rocks, $1.50 per set-
ting, from prize-winners Victoria pourtry
show. Apply J. H. Hughes, Maywood
P. O,, or Speed Bros., Fort street. ap2

FOR SALB—An extra good family cow;
big milker; very qulet; part Jersey;
fresh calved; young third calf. Apply
34 South Turner street, James Bay. ap2

EGGS FOR HATCHING—Plymouth Barred
Rocks, $1.50 set 13; $8 per 100. Apply
‘“Goepel,” P. 0. Victoria. mr29

SILVEBR GREY DOBKINGS—Cocks, $5;
hens, $3; 15 eggs, $2; 100 eggs, $10—all
prizee Nanalmo, all Victoria, bar third
puliet. D. W. Mungy, Chemainus, B.C.

mr

FO SALBP—Horse, buggy and harness. Ap-
ply P. O. Box 180. aplé

FOR SALE—Good talking parrot.
135 Pandora street.

Apply
apié

WANTED _AGENTS.
$500 PER DAY—Selling “Auto-Spray.”

Best compressed-alr hand sprayer made.,

Absolute necessity for every farm and
garden. Secure territory Iimmediately.
Write fo: =articulars and sample ma-
chine. Cavers Bros., Galt, Ont. 14

WANTED—~Gentlemen or ladies—$800 per
year and expenses; permanent position;
experience unnecessary. M. A, O’Keefe,
157 Bay street, Toronto. apl3

NOTICB 1s Aereby given that thirty days
after date I intend to apply to the Hon.
Chiet Commissioner of Lands and Works
for permission to cut and carry away tim-
ll;e;doﬂ the following described tract of

Commencing at a post marked 13 on
N. W. corner post on south side of Toby
Inlet, about 5 miles east of Snout Point,
thence east 80 chains, thence south 80
chains, thence west 80 chains, thence north
to place of commencement; containing 640
acres more or less.

B. D. YELYINGTON.

British Columbia can be ‘“good and tough” |

The Sprott:Shaw:.
BUSINESS

&

VANCOUVER, B.C.

Has well known specialists at the head
of its Commercial, Shorthand, Telegraphy,
Academy, Techmical, and Art departments.
‘Send for prospectus for our cerrespond-
#nce conrees. which are a specialty.
R. J. SPROTT, B.A., PRINCIPAL
H. A. SCRIVEN, B.A.,....VICE-PRIN.
DAVID BLAIR, Esq. Technical Master

Farmers

BLUE STONE

12 Ibs. for $1.00.

Formaldehyde

2 Pints for $1.00.

Packed securely and f.0.b. Victorla.

Send us your orders for any re-
quirements in the Drug line.

Terry & Marett

MAIL ORDER DRUGGISTS.
. 'Vietoria;, B. C.

in many different styles.

SN
)

We have just received from the Brantford Carriage
Co. 3 carloads of their celebrated

Buggies, Phaetons, Arlingtons, Two-Wheel
Carts, Express Wagons, &c.,

These vehicles arec made of

only the best material and of the latest designs.
Qur prices will compare favorably with any
other first-class work. Call and examine or
send for catalogue.

E. G. PRIOR & CO, Ld., L’y.

VICTORIA, VANCOUVER, KAMLOOPS.

Corned Beef

Ham Sausage
Frankforts ..........
Pickled Tripe

Pities Piad RS haNan AT Spones bIRR s iy abte

oo. - V e :
€&  COOKED MEATS
Our Specialty
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Ib.

DIXI H. ROSS & CO.,

The Independent Cash Grocers
COOOOCOOOOVOOCOOOOOOOO

%

It makes a Real Health Food.
B. & K. BRAND IS THE BEST.

'@ 60ccc0000e

THE BRACKMAN-KER MILLING COMPANY, LIMITED.
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HAVE YOU TRIED WHOLE-WHEAT FLOUR?

Manufactured only from Wheat as
Nature formed it and containing all the nutriment of the Wheat Berry.

(From Friday’s

Stole Amalgam—L. 4

been arrested at Junes

stealing $600 worth of]
the Treadwell mines.

torting was found at H
Douglas island.

Tyee’s March Busing
month of March the
for ten days only, du
tons of Tyee ore were {
return (after deducting
fining charges) of $33,0)
cave-in at the mine,
be restricted for the g

Pulp People Coming—
ists in terested in the P4
er and Pulp Co. are ex
business connected with
Many people of Viectori
in’ this proposition, and
t> proeced as soon as p

. enterprise,

The Finnish Colony:
representing the provind
has gone to Malcolm i
into some questions in
the Kalevan Kansd Colo:
Palmer is accompanied
of Vancouver, the solici
mish colony. The dispu
two sections in the colon;
ed into by Mr. Palmer.

The Mayor Returnin
nard, who has been at {
eral weeks appearing bef
committee in connection
aiming at the acquireme
N. railway by the C. P.
home in about a week’s
despatches of yesterday i
bill has been finally dispa
lieving counsel on both
ther attendance. Besid
nard there were present g
Vietoria R. T. Elliott,
Higgins & Elliott, and J.
R. Dunsmuir & Sons.

. o
The Colonist Contest:
chiet topics of discussion
of the school children at
Colonist’s subscription-ge|
the prizes being free t
Portland exposition, wit
included, for the period
That there will be a lar
contestants for the prizd
demonstrated by the fact
©of ambitious boys and gir|
for subscription books.

laining the terms of th
been distributed amongst
dren and any further info
may be sought can be of
plication at the business
Colonist.

The Linemen’s Strike
‘members of the Electrica
ion, who quit the employ
“Pelephone Co. the other 4
the fact that a non-unipn
ployed, will hold a mee
Hall this evening to disd
‘tion. It is not improbablé
sult of this meeting some
ing may develop. Memb
don declare that only one
union employee on whose
strike occurred—is at preg
on construction work for
<ompany. The statement
the union men have remais
they say, untrue. A deld
tended a meeting at Vi
:night will submit his repo:

Contradicted—The mana|
Pacific Wireless Telegrapl
little hurt over the circulat]
in the Sound and Viecto
they have been having mu
the transmission of busine
8, Y 2 ave HEd to
‘messages, ‘As a matter o
they say, there has been no
ing of messages than takes
ordinary course of busin
telegraph office, The wireg
ing smoothly and handlin
share of local business.

Ex-Nanaimoites Divorced
Murray was on Saturday
vorce at Seattle from Jame
Judge ‘Griffin, on the grow
and desertion. The plaintiff
sSoon after their marriage
B. C., in 1890, she discow
band writing letters to a
in England, in which he clg
‘was unmarried, and that hel
to England to marry her.
ant, who is in the county j
on an assault and battery cHf
‘to contest the divorce, but B
his lawyer, was unwilling
the fees. He secured for h
ever, the privilege of coni
and observing the operatid
vorce mill as his case was g

Filling The Flats—Mess

., who have the con
C. P. R. for filling in 25,4
the hotel site, are making g
Wwith the huge task. About
constantly employed hauliy
the Spring Ridge pits and t
pPany is delivering many ¢
day. The material being j
sition is pronounced by exg
fine for the purpose, as it
character as to pack very
corporation is making arra
commence carrying out its
filling in 13,000 yards at a
It is likely much of this
be taken from the newly-acq
The Willows for the Old Md

For Spri
Deb

YOU SHOULD RESTORE
TO THE BLOOD BY

Dr. Chas

Nerve F¢

Habit is one of the stroi
of nature. It is like a rut
Is easy to run, but whicl
leads to misfortune and ca

The habit of dosing wit
Sarsaparillas in the spri
much to undermine the hd
Present generation.

In the spring the blood
System run down and the
and enervated. What youl
tonic and restorative, sud
Chase’s Nerve Food.

If you have been a slave
;’t dOBll:i the system with s

Wgeakening purgatives,
Preclate Dr. Chase’s Nerve §
acts on the principle of fo
blood, building up the

ting new nerve force.

It is something to streng

Weaken that you most
Spring, and Dr. Chase’s
Supplies this need as no o
¢ine waa ever known to do

By 1t§ use the action o
mes strong and regular,
ach is supplied with t
energy which is necessary
mdﬂtestion, and every o
i Y 18 enabled to carry of
Mposed on it by nature.

. Ur. Chase’s Nerve Food,
at all dealers, or Edman

Co., Toronto. Portrait
ture of Dr A, w. Chase,
Teceipt book author, are on




