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RS and to the opening up and development 

of the country when it could not accept 
the proposition for this railway as sub­
mitted, it was surely not in keeping with 
their policy to decline it as they have 
done. Their duty, I take it, was to 
point out any inconsistencies wherein it 
was not business-like as being incon­
sistent with other similar enterprises 
having similar objects, and to endeavor 
to harmonize such divergence. No effort 
in this direction was made, nor has the 
government attempted to put forward 
any other proposal having a more than 
or even as

the gold fields of Cariboo, that the par­
ties who have the financing of the mat­
ter in hand have been enabled to make 
such favorable arrangements to build 
this road. In the moneyed centres for 

_some years much attention has been 
'given to the development of countries 
where gold is found, and

HAVE PROVED SO SUCCESSFUL
that our conditions and possibilities are 
regarded with favor, even in the face of 
the fact that our population is so small. 
In illustration and proof I refer to Wes­
tern Australia, where in 1894 the popu­
lation was only 82,072, and increased in 
1895 to 101,000. In 1891-2 this immense 
country had only 657 miles of railway, 
while in 1894-5, three years later, it had 
1,142 miles. In 1891 the population was 
only 63,285, so that the increase in three 
years was nearly 30,000. The revenue 
in 1891 was £497,670, and increased to 
£863,670 in 1894 and to £1,438,717 in 
1895. This is almost entirely a mining 
country, and the disadvantages owing to 
The scarcity of water are such that it is 
surprising so much development has 
taken place. While this revenue, in­
cludes customs, railways, etc., it never­
theless indicates the enormous expan­
sion which has taken place owing to rail­
way construction. Then, if we come 
again to our own province, the white 
population in 1881 was something like 
20,000, while in 1891, after the con­
struction of the Canadian Pacifid rail­
way, it was about 65,000, which is an in­
crease of over twice as much for ten 
years since the inauguration of railways 
within the province as it had been dur­
ing the 20 years previous. (Applause.)

Much has been said in the press of late 
regarding the

COST OF BUILDING THIS ROAD.
In 1878 H. J. Gambie estimated it would 
cost from Esquimalt to Yellow Head 
Pass, 
from 
Yellow
estimated cost from Comox (where it is 
proposed to connect with the E. & N. 
railway) to Yellow Head Pass is about 
$23,000,000. Under these circumstances 
it cannot be claimed with fairness that 
the road cannot be built within econo­
mic lines, for a railway which is to 
pierce two mountain ranges.

In examining my scrap book, while I 
was studying opinions published in re­
ference' to the building of the road now 
under discussion, I was greatly pleased 
to find in the Vancouver World, pub­
lished in 1889, the following, viz. :

“ In this connection it may be of in­
terest to know that Mr. Van Horne, con­
trary to the belief of many here, espe­
cially our Gambie street organ, warmly 
favors the construction of another trans­
continental line through this province. 
In reply to a question put to him he 
said : The more railways we have the 
better it is and will be for the country. 
The construction o[ the Canadian West­
ern will not take place for some time, 
but such an event can in no wise inter­
fere with or retard the

PROGRESS OF VANCOUVER.
This is sound doctrine and the World is 
pleased to knotf that so enlightened a 
gentleman as Mr. Van Horne undoubt­
edly is, takes a broad and patriotic view 
of the question, realizing, no doubt, that 
unless opened up by railways the north­
ern section of this" province is'of but 
little value.”

This opinion I most heartily concur 
in, but I am afraid a change has since 
come over the opinion of the World, as 
it at that time endorsed Mr. Van 
Horne’s views. It seems strange to be­
lieve that the World should, seven years 
later, think the time for building the 
road referred to had not yet arrived, and 
now proclaims against it.

As there may be some present who 
have not quite comprehended the 
bearing of the proposal made to 
the government, it may be 
well for me to briefly review the 
terms which were submitted. In the 
first place the form of the agreement was 
based on the contract which was made 
between the parties who undertook to 
form a company to build the Canadian 
Pacific railway, and the government of 
Canada. The main features of the pro­
posal are therefore similar in detail. 
The special features have been made, 
far as possible, to correspond to the gen­
eral understanding which had existed as 
to the amount of aid which the govern­
ment of British Columbia was prepared 
to grant, and which, as I have already 
stated, was made known to that govern­
ment as far back as 1893. The

AMOUNT OF THE AID REFERRED TO
was 4 per cent, on $6,000,000 for twenty- 
five years. This I wish the electors and 
the people of the province to understand 
is only equal to a cash payment of $4,- 
363,363, for the reason that the company 
was to provide the difference between 
this latter sum and $6,000,000 by a sink­
ing fund. The proposal also provides 
that the government were to be made 
the trustees for any other subsidies 
granted to the company, and also for the 
land grant bonds of the company, thus 
controlling all the assets of the company 
excepting the share capital, which they 
would only be called upon to pay out to 
the company as the work of building the 
railway proceeded, and the engineer’s 
certificates were granted. This surely 
showed the bona tides of the company, 
and was a guarantee to the government 
that these amounts would be applied for 
the purposes of the undertaking, and 
in proportion to the work done. At this 
point I must, 'even if I am repeating 
myself, impress upon you the fact that 
the whole liability of the government 
was to be the payment of $240,000 a year 
for twenty-five years, and that under no 
circumstances could they be called upon 
to pay any larger sum. (Applause.)

The reason for asking the government 
to issue its bonds in lieu of their annual 
subsidy, and any other subsidies which 
might be transferred to them, was be­
cause many holders of trust funds in 
England and elsewhere can only invest 
them in government securities, and in 
this way the money would be obtained 
on much more favorable terms, while

country. With the facilities which a 
railroad would afford it cannot, in 
my opinion, be doubted that the 
development would be enormously 
increased, both by small and large 
undertakings, and when it is considered 
that the field for placer mines has only 
to a very small extent been worked, in 
spite of the fact that the output has been 
$55,000,000, and quartz virtually un­
touched, you should have no difficulty 
in believing (as I fully believe) that the 
population of Cariboo would be so in­
creased in a few years, by an industrious

provincial government, relating to the gee ted, which would have involved the 
construction of the British Pacific rail- government to a much larger amount, 
way, that my colleagues and myself and which, as soon as it was sent to me, 
have asked you to meet us. (Applause). I declined to accede to, and insisted that 

The full text of the proposals made to the original lines should be adhered to. 
the government has been published for This caused much trouble and delayed 
some days, and I am sure all present the completion of the arrangements for 
must have availed themselves of the op- submitting the proposal now under con- 
portunitv, not only to read them over sidération, and in consequence Mr. 
carefully, but to study and consider Turner complains it only reached him 
them. They are such as to entitle them during the session. During these inter- 
to the fullest consideration, not only by views between the parties in London and 
you, but by all who are interested in the Mr. Turner, I am informed no intima- 
welfare, advancement and development tion was given that the government 
of the province, affording, as I believe would not grant the additional aid since 
they do, upon economic and business applied for. If such an intimation had 
lines, the opportunity for opening up a been made it would in all probability 
large and rich section of the country have ended the negotiations on these 
which must remain, to a great extent at lines, and would have avoided time, 
least, undeveloped until opened up by trouble and expense to Mr. DeFriese 
raihvav communication with the coast, and Mr. Armstrong in having to come 
(Applause.) here to look over the situation and com-

It is not so much, perhaps, to the re- plete negotiations, 
jection of these proposals to which I and Believing in the sincerity of the, gov- 
others have taken exception, as it is to ernment several members of which had 
the fact that the government have expressed themselves during the election 
shown so little disposition to encourage in favor of this enterprise, I have been 
in any way any doing ‘ everything in my power to get

what would be a businesslike proposition 
modification of these proposals, to lay before them, and in doing this I

have had constantly before me the lines 
upon which similar railways on this con­
tinent, both in Canada and the United 
States, have been aided by the state,and 
in submitting the proposal now under 
consideration I considered

THE BRITISH PACIFIC.i
:s

3D, > Protest Against the Unqualified Re­
jection of the Proposals Lately 

Submitted—
STHPÂTION, 
US? LES,
HE, > Mr. Rithet and His Fellow Members 

Explain Their Position to 
the Electors.

I0USNESS.
ysecretions and removes 

system from a common 
ofulous sore.

WEALTH PRODUCING COMMUNITY,
large consumers of the products of other 
sections of the province, as to cause a 
corresponding increase in the other sec­
tions to be traversed by the proposed 
railway. Such settlement of the coun­
try would in my opinion very soon, if 
not immediately, go a long way towards 
providing the annual subsidy which the 
government are asked to provide for this 
undertaking. Up to this date I have 
only spoken of the enterprise as affect­
ing the development of Cariboo and the 
intervening country to the coast, but it 
has a much greater part to play in the 
development of the province, inasmuch 
as it places within easy access all the 
country lying to the north of it, which 
like Cariboo has been proved rich in 
placer gold mines. Once the proposed 
road is beyond the Cascade range, Omi- 
neca and the country intervening as far 
north as has been prospected, can be 
readily and at a minimum expense 
reached to the northward, and also that 
large fertilesec tion of this province known 
as the Peatfe river district. (Applause.) If 
any doubt exists in the mind of anyone 
here present to-night, as to the richness 
of these sections, I am sure I need only 
call their attention to the wonderful dis­
coveries, proved by actual working of 
rich mines in the Kootenay country im­
mediately to the south of the Cariboo 
region, and also to the wonderful rich­
ness of the

comprehensive and economic

an outline for the accomplishment of the 
object in view.

My support of the proposal which has 
been before the government, and which 
is before you for consideration to-night, 
is that it is a comprehensive and 
economic scheme for the opening up and 
development ot about three-fourths of 
this province, and while it is the largest 
in area it is also believed to be the 
richest in mineral wealth and other re­
sources, and until it is shown to the con­
trary by the government or some one 
else! I claim that I am still justified in 
the contention which I made during the 
election that when the scheme was put 
before you it would be such as would 
commend itself not only to Victoria, but 
to the whole -province. Not only 
the proposal a local and provincial, 
a Dominion and Imperial importance. 
Local and provincial because it will open 
up a large tract of country for settle­
ment and development, which is now 
valueless, and make tributary to each 
other the large consuming sections and 
the commercial and producing sections 
of the province ; Dominion as affording 
another highwav through the vast in­
terior of the Northwest Territories ; 
and Imperial as affording another 
line

LLS act gently yet 
ach, Liver and Bowels. The Premier Makes a Vigorous De­

fence of the Action of His 
Government.

I s i
“ Whereas the early construction of 

the British Pacific railway is a work of 
the greatest importance to the province 
generally : __ _

“ And whereas the present govern­
ment have continually asserted that they 
were the leaders of the party of progress 
in this province :

“ And whereas from the public state­
ments made by prominent members of 
the executive, it has always been under­
stood that it was their policy to pro­
mote the building of the said railway by 
public aid in addition to the land grant 
appropriated to the said enterprise when 
the company was originally incorporated::

“ Resolved that, in the opinion of this 
meeting, the unqualified rejection of the 
proposals lately submitted on behalf of 
the said railway company is an unwar­
ranted departure from the position 
which the government assumed when 
appealing to the electors, and upon the 
faith of which they acceded to office; 
and that this meeting approves of the 
stand taken by their representatives 
who have called it together, and recom­
mends them to continue their efforts to 
obtain such public aid as may be neces­
sary to secure the financial support re­
quired for the immediate completion of 
the railway.”

1

and while they profess to favor railway 
construction throughout the province, 

under consid-and “ especially the line 
eration,” they claim that they have not 
sufficient data that the railway would 
pay ; and that the province should not 
make what “ is practically a gift of six 
millions of bonds of the province,” and 
also that there is no assurance that it 
will be a transcontinental road. All 
these objections have been so fully 
covered by the correspondence which has 
been publisùed that I need not repeat 
them now, and will confine myself as 
far as possibly to dealing generally with 
the subject itself, as your representative 
and a supporter of the present govern­
ment, which has claimed itself to be the 
progressive party in connection with the 
politics of this province, and the leader 
of which at that time as well as Mr. 
Turner, who is now the leader, an­
nounced themselves in no uncertain 
terms as to their position in regard to 
the British Pacific railway. So strong 
indeed was the statement made on the 
evening before the election by Mr. Tur­
ner that I think it well to give it in full, 
so that you may be aware of its bearing 
upon the present position taken by him 
on that matter. It was this :

“ They (the farmers) are also warned 
against supporting the party to which 
Mr. Rithet and he (Mr. Turner) belong, 
because they are told that these gentle­
men are going to try to have 
a great railway built from Vic­
toria city through the northern 
part of the province. He had endeavor­
ed to impress upon the farmers of the 
FAser what is the fact, that if the Can­
ada Western railway is built, and if as 
the expected result Victoria does grow 
to be a city of 100,000 or move,' the result 
will be so *

Id has
, but

IT WAS SO FAVORABLE
that, outside of the working out, or in 
harmonizing some of the details, little 
objection would be made to it. I was 
certainly not prepared to have it object­
ed to because it did not provide for a 
connection to make it a through trans­
continental railroad until the company 
had been placed in a position to apply 
for a Dominion charter. If this were 
done first and we were to allow our ar­
rangements to be as at present, I am 
very much afraid, unless the present 
views of the government change, that 
we should go on with these negotiations 
and arrangements, complete our connec­
tion to the east and all matters incident 
to the carrying out of so large an under­
taking, only to find that we Were face to 
face with unexpected difficulties and 
obstacles here, where the enterprise has 
had its origin and where its chief inter­
est is centered. If, therefore, these nego­
tiations are to go further we must know 
now what the province is prepared to do, 
and it seems to me to be very unbusi­
nesslike to expect us to proceed to make 
definite arrangements about through 
connections at this stage of our negotia­
tions. Nevertheless, it is as much now 
as it ever has been the intention and de­
termination of those who have under­
taken to carry this enterprise through 
that they will have

AN EASTERN CONNECTION

:ar of the West
aealth - giving 
lining over an 
dening circle, 

i assurance of 
de cakes to all

$50,000,000, and $35,000,000 
Waddington Harbor to

Head Pass. Now the
of communication between

CHINA, AUSTRALASIA AND THE MOTHER 
COUNTRY,

s ALLUVIAL DIGGINGS ON THE YUKON,
to satisfy them that the intervening ter­
ritory, which is to be reached by the 
British Pacific, lârge as it may appear 
to be, is not likely "to be less in average 
mineral richness, whether found in 
quartz or alluvial deposits, than has 
been proved to exist in the territory al­
ready referred to, lying to the north and 
south of it. I hope I have clearly shown 
what I have tried to show, viz : the 
value of the territory which this railway 
is to develop, and will now endeavor to 
show you that the proposal for the rail­
way is one strictly within business lines. 
Perhaps this can best be done by first 
pointing out the assistance which has 
been extended to other railways con­
structed within the province. The Es- 
quimalt & Nanaimo railway received, as 
most of you know, a cash bonus of $750,-

, ., .. .. -, ... . r, , • __ 000 and about 2,000,000 acres of land.
by the time the British Columbia sec- The length of the railway already built 
tion reaches tne limits of the province. îg abouBt 76 miles. The land 'rant is 
The eastern connection being, as you therefore about 25,000 acres per mile of 
doubtless understand, through « prairie moat valuable country lands in the
country can be built more quickly and } and the cash bonus about $10,-
cheaply than through a country like ^ mile. The shuswap & Okanagan 
British Columbia Already there are ^ £Ta guaranteed by the government 
several lines chartered to run from d.f- f ri5,(H)0 per mile, and the Nakusp & 
ferent points in Manitoba tdwards the glocan for $17i50o per mile. In Manito- 
Rocky mountains, and Mr. Armstrong ba t *f $8 00o per mile in cash and
who is now here and his friends control 6 0006acreg 0fland have just been grant­
ee Great Northwest Central railway, ed to a line from the C.P.R. to Dauphin
donC(0w“here ItTonnectswhh lit Nonto ^e'rf“^f8868 throu^h ver-v ea8-v 

Pacific system) to Yellow Head country" lne 
Pass, on the line originally selected for 
the Canadian Pacific railway, and has 
already constructed and put in running 
order 60 miles of road. Although in the 
correspondence it does not appear it 
was explained on the second interview 
with the government, that the company 
proposed to make through connections, 
and offered to make this a condition pre­
cedent to the charter asked for being 
put into effect. Instead, therefore, of 
the British Pacific finding any difficulty 
in this direction, I think it is more than 
likely that it will have a choice of con­
nections. (Loud applause.)

I would be sorry if I entertained such 
pessimistic views as to

so far removed from the reach of our 
good neighbors to the south as to make 
it almost beyond their power to inter­
fere or interrupt, and as an outlet for 
the products of the territory traversed to 
the produce markets of the world, when 
the already much talked of route via the 
Hudson’s Bay is an accomplished fact 
which I am confident it soon will be, 
and which will save a rail carriage of 
over 1,000 miles, and not increase the 
distance to be travelled by water over 
the existing routes, so shortening the 
line between the Pacific ocean and Great 
Britain as to reduce the time to nine 
days.

With these great advantages would it 
not have been within the rights of the 
province to assume some considerable 
responsibility, and would it not come 
within the privileges, if not the duty of 
the government, to take upon itself to 
represent these factors as of special 
.moment to the Dominion and Imperial 
Authorities. Of much more importance 
to the Dominion is an enterprise such as 
the British Pacific, in my judgment, 
than the fast Atlantic steamship service, 
for which they appear to be willing to 
pay $750,000 a year. Much greater bene- 

to result from an 
large sum in open-

i
The above resolution, moved by Dr. 

G. L. Milne and seconded by Mr. A. J. 
McLellan, was the outcome of a meeting 
of the citizens which last evening filled 
the Victoria theatre from pit to roof. 
Every available space was occupied, and 
hundreds were turned away unable even 
to get standing room. The proceedings 
opened shortly after eight o’clock and 
it was elqge to midnight -when it 
broke up."

ORIA
i

OUÏ When the curtain rose there were 
present upon the platform the three 
representatives of the city—Messrs. R. 
P. Rithet, H. D. id- '--v'-on and John 
Braden ; Mr. D. P.fSKt-,«president »f th 
board of trade, Messrs. C. E. Renouf, A. 
J. McLellan, Dr. G. L. Milne, Wm. 
Jensen, ±i. C. Macaulay, E. Crow Baker, 
E. V. Bod well, R. J. Woods, (Vancou­
ver) and others. Mr. Rithet opened the 
proceedings by moving that Mr. E. Crow 
Baker be chairman of the meeting; this 
was seconded by Mr. Helmcken and 
carried unanimously, as was also the 
proposition that Mr. C. E. Renouf be 
secretary. The chairman then invited 
any of the members of the provincial 
cabinet who might be present to take 
seats on the platform. Premier Turner 
here rose from the audience amidst ap­
plause and attempted to address the 
chair, but repeated cries of ‘ platform !’ 
made it impossible for them to be heard. 
The Premier therefore made his way to 
the platform accompanied by Hon. Col. 
Baker and Hon. Geo. B. Martin who 
had been seated beside him, and at the 
same time Hon. C. E. Pooley, and Hon. 
D. M. Eberts appeared at the side en­
trance. The whole cabinet thus were 
present on the platform. Capt. John 
Irving, M.P.P., Mr. A. L. Belyea, M. 
McCahill and others also took seats 
there before the chairman made his 
opening address.

The chairman asked for a patient and 
pleasant hearing for the three city rep­
resentatives who had called the meeting, 
and also for the Premier and any other 
ministers w ho might speak. He consid­
ered that this splendid gathering had 
met as a family party—there being no 
politics in this case as- there had been 
the last time he had the honor to pre­
side over a large meeting in this hall— 
and he therefore hoped that there would 
be no interruptions. He asked the audi­
ence to remember also that Hon. J. H. 
Turner is not only one of the represen­
tatives of Victoria City, but also that he 
is shouldered with another and greater 
responsibility as the premier of the 
province. He first of all called on Mr. 
R. P. Rithet, the senior member for the 
city.

B.C.

BEXBFWfcStoeTO • THE FARMING DISTRICTS'
of the Mainland that there will not be a 
vacant farm between Hope and the 
mouth of the Fraser. He found that 
the farmers, when the matter was put 
before them in this light, largely agreed 
with him, and while he felt sure that 
this view would ultimately prevail, it is 
at present the duty of the Victoria elect­
ors to protect themselves against those 
who seek to get into power to hurt the 
city, and it is the duty of Victorians to 
stand by the government which has 
risked itself to do justice to Victoria.

Reviewing the railway policy he showed 
the necessity for the large expenditures 
at the present for opening up the pro­
vince, and the large returns which this 
will yield.”

Mr. C. E. Pooley’s reference to the 
question was as follows : ‘‘He agreed 
with what had been said on the subject 
of the British Pacific railway, for he felt 
confident that when a proposition is 
laid before the government, it will be in 
such a shape that all parts of the pro­
vince will approve of it.”

Mr. D. W. Higgins also said 
that: “ He and his colleague
(Mr. Pooley) had been returned 
by acclamation as straight sup­
porters of the present government, and 
without hesitation they stood up as 
Canada Western men.
The voters of Victoria should mark 
their ballots for the four gentlemen who 
say that they will support the govern­
ment policy, and that they will go into 
the house to fight for the Canada West­
ern railway. .... He 
considered that it ill became the in­
habitants of this beautiful city to

e
ILY FLOUR,

XXX Brand.

FLOUR i
HEAT MEAL
ended by the Medical fits might be expected 

expenditure of that li 
ing up our own Canada, and by this 
means so increase the population and 
thus the travel, so as to make it suffi­
ciently large to secure the great ad­
vantage of a fast steamship service from 
our own ports without necessitating the 
granting of so large or indeed any sub­
sidy. I must now refer to the

i
m.
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No Baking Powder, 
Salt required.

PROPOSALS OF THE BRITISH PACIFIC
is a guarantee of interest equal to less 
than $8,000 in cash, and a land grant of 
20,000 acres per mile for the Mainland 
section and 10,000 acres per mile for the 
Island extension. (Applause.)

The cost of building the British Pacific 
will be between $30,000 and $40,000 per 
mile, while the other roads mentioned 
have been built for a little more than 
half of that sum per mile. In addition 
to all the subsidies mentioned it is esti­
mated that in order to provide the money 
to complete the British Pacific the land 
grant has to be utilized, at a value of 
$1 per acre, at which price it will 
pro Dabi y take many years to realize it, 
so that I think the contention that the 
government was practically making a 
gift of $6,000,000 to the company is hard­
ly a fair statement of the case. (Hear, 
hear.) While the government are ask­
ed for the interest on $6,000,000 
for 25 years, it must be kept in mind 
that, the railway grant is for alternate 
-sections of land, so that the government 
sections now valueless, or almost so, will 
be brought within reach of the settler, 
and if the railway lands are worth $1 per 
acre, the government lands will be made 
squally valuable, and will amply recoup 
to them the money grant applied for. 
(Applause.)

The railway, when constructed, will re­
main for the uses of the province, and 
surely that is a consideration which 
should be highly valued. In every 
other province of the Dominion, cash as 
well as land, has been given to secure 
railways. In the Eastern provinces and 
in the neighboring provinces of the 
Northwest, where the construction of 
railways is less difficult and less expen­
sive, such a policy has been found expe­
dient and even necessary. Ontario, the 
most conservative of all the provinces, 
for some years abandoned the policy of 
subsidising railways, but three years 
ago resumed it, and has since voted large 
subsidies for the purpose of

OPENING UP THE UNSETTLED PORTIONS
of the province. Why then should this 
province be expected to be able to secure 
its railways upon different and more 
favorable conditions? Having shown 
this much I think it will now be in or- 
•der for me to inform you what my posi­
tion is and always has been as your 
representative. I have supported what­
ever measures were introduced, which 
appeared to be in the interest of the 
province. I believed I was in accord 
with them in reference to the construc­
tion of the British Pacific railway, but I 
frankly confess that if the gdvernment 
or any other member of the house had 
put before the legislature any other pro­
position for the settlement and develop­
ment of the province of greater merit 
and comprehensiveness I would have 
considered myself, not only justified but 
in duty bouitâ to support it, under the 
general policy of the party as under­
stood by me. What then is the pres­
ent position : supporting a government 
pledged to this railway oa business lines

EED i FINANCIAL ASPECT OF THE PROPOSAL,

and see in how far the contention and 
fears of the government are justified in 
this regard. In doing this I must 
assume that the claims I have all 
throughout my remarks advanced, as to 
the desirability and richness of 
the country are conceded. Indeed, 
I cannot conceive how they can be dis­
puted successfully with such evidence 
as to the facts as has been referred to. 
During the construction of the railway 
a large force of men must be employed, 
from whom the revenue tax would he 
collected, while the expenditure on the 
part of the government would be very 
small. The demand for many manu­
factured articles of necessity in the con­
struction of the work would call for the 
employment of much unskilled as well 
as skilled labor; more or less settlement 
as the railway reached desirable locali­
ties along its line would take place, and 
the proposal binds the company 
200 settlers yearly on the land, 
by the time construction reached Cari­
boo it would be reasonable to estimate 
that the additional population induced 
by this railway would not be less than 
20,000, and that a considerable increase 
would follow yearly, and in a few years 
there would be sufficient to provide

THE WHOLE OF THE ANNUAL SUBSIDY

stipulated for. It is not, in my opinion, 
to be entertained for a moment that this 
railway would entail further burdens 
upon the piesent population of the prov­
ince. Indeed, exactly the opposite 
should be the case, because the general 
expenses of governing the country would 
be spread over a larger and constantly 
increasing number. Then if we are to 
take the estimate which one of the great­
est statesmen Canada ever had, put 
upon each immigrant, which was $1,000, 
see the immense gain to the country.

In this connection I must again refer 
to the rapid growth of the Kootenay, 
through the working of the mines, and 
the railway connection which has been 
the immediate cause, without which it 
would in all probability have been years 
hence before the present development 
in that great and rich section of our 
country would have been reached, and 
having reached its present stage, who 
is there among you (who has 
given this matter any attention), 
willing to attempt to guage its 
future development and productiveness?

It is perhaps more due to the fact that 
this enterprise is to be largely for the 
purpose of developing and onening up

RTS, ETC.
AND

’V
k not keep these in 
reel to the Mill.

THE FUTURE OF THE PROVINCE

as Mr. Turner does. He appears to 
have no confidence in the section of our 
province through which this railway is 
to run, and states that the government 
“ has not sufficient data before it to give 
reasonable assurance that the railway in 
question will prove a paying 
This I think you must

which no man 
and if enterprises

1ST RECEIVED 
SE OF as

concern.” 
admitING is a question 

answer. to place 
, so that

can
of this kind were to be delayed 
until such assurances of any tangible na­
ture were forthcoming few, yes very few, 
of the railways on this continent would 
ever ha ve been built. But what have 
we to guide us in this matter and on this 
particular point. I refer you to Dr. 
Dawson’s report. He has spent much 
time investigating this very territory, 
and he is most pronounced as to the 
richness of the country in mineral wealth 
and its extent for agricultural and pas­
toral purposes. In addition we have the 
unqualified opinion of Mr. Marcus 
Smith, who spent much time examin­
ing the country, that it is the best sec­
tion of British Columbia, and affords the 
easiest gradients and curvatures for a 
road op this side of the Rocky Mount­
ains. We have the opinion also of Mr. 
H. P. Bell, from his actual examination 
of the whole of this territory during the 
past season, which confirms in all essen­
tial particulars Dr. Dawson’s opinion as 
to the country itself and Mr. Marcus 
Smith’s opinion as to its

R/1
NEGLECT THE OPPORTUNITYrCri fO>__c5h__tSh-

5 afforded them to assist in the effortnow
to open up that splendid inland empire 
through which the Canada Western 
railway would run, and they should not 
lay down their arms until that road is

Mr. Rithet came forward amidst gen- c time the charter was in force,
eral applause, and read from type-writ- Ag R ig n and it was generally known 
ten sheets his explanation of his present that the rai[way COuld not be built with- 
poeition, as follows: out further aid from the government.

While I am glad to meet my constitu- It wag algo generally known that ad- 
ents to express my views upon any îm- dMonal aid was to be asked for as 
portant matters, I deeply regret the cir- g^^ed jn the correspondence, viz., a 
cumstances which have called ue to- „uarantee for twentv-five years on 
gether this evening. I $6,000,000 at 4 per cent"., which is $240,-

When, on the 6th of July, 1894, at a qqqa year. This sum was named in a 
public meeting held in this place, I was letter dated grd April, 1893, to the then 
pressed to refer to the position and pros- a^^uey-general and premier, as being 
peels of the early completion of the ar- the gmallest probabie aid which together 
rangements then pending for the con- with the land grant would ensure the 
etruction of the British Pacific Railway, necegaary capital. It has, therefore, 
1 informed those present that I was not been on these iine8 that I have been pro- 
atthat time in a position to give any de- ceeding and virtually with the consent 
finite information, but that I was en- government, as previous to Mr.
deavoring to bring to a point arrange- Turnpr-e departure for England I had a 
ments to secure the necessary capital tor convergation with him, and he then 
that purpose, and hoped before long to offered no objection to the pro­
be able to make such a proposition as al| bevond asking the probable time 
would not only be satisfactory to the wl)en tbe BUbsidv would begin. At 
people of Victoria but to the whole prov- that time t Was under the impression 
ince; further, that even if I might not tbat it would be some years before any 
consider the proposition as satisfactory j e gum couid be claime 1, as I then 
as I would like to see it, that I would not thoUght it would require from five to 
take the responsibility of declining it, g. ht year8 to build the road, and that 
but would call my constituents together the firgt few years the payments on 
and place the responsibility of accepting account of the guarantee would be very 
or rejecting the proposal, whatever it gmall When in England the parties 
might be, upon them. who liave undertaken to find the money

for this enterprise, saw Mr. Turner, and 
It is, therefore, as stated in the notice talked over various ways of financing it, 

calling this meeting, for the purpose of: and in consequence of some suggestions 
explaining the position in reference to arising out of these meetings a change 
the proposals lately submitted to the in the method of financing was sug-
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COMFORTING. DESIRABILITY AND SUITABILITY

for a railway. Then we have perhaps 
the strongest evidence of all in the re­
turns of the commissioner of mines for 
1895, just published, giving the output 
of the gold mines of Cariboo since 1858 
at about $55,000,000. With all this evi­
dence we are asked whether the railroad 
vould be a paying concern. My belief 
is that to this province it would be a 
paving concern, and that the aid now 
asked "would be a profitable investment 
for this province and for everyone in it. 
At the present time the cost of appli­
ances for the economical working of the 
mines in Cariboo for freight alone is so 
great that it is surprising that capital 
for their development should have been 
forthcoming to the extent it has of late 
years. It must be because these capi­
talists have confidence in the Cariboo
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GOVERNMENT WOULD NOT BE CALLED UPON
to take any additional liability. The 
government having (whether wisely or 
not I do not undertake to say) stated in

OBJECTS OF THE MEETING.

Continued, on page Four.
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