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Paris, 6th March, 1867.
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The Confederation Scheme—Important
Despatches,

We understand that despatches of
an important nature were received by
Governor Seymour on the arrival of
the last mail from England concern-
ing the Confederation scheme, The
Governor, who was at Yale with an
excursion party, immediately harried
down to the capital to transmit his
answer. In the despatches His Ex~
collency is advised that the first
measure to come before the Confeders
ated Parliament of Canada, in August,
will be one to inelude in the Confeders
acy the whole of British North
America, with the exception of those
Provinces that decline, through their
representatives, to join it. His Exocels
lency is urged to lay the matter be=
fore the Council at once, and to re.
quest their voice upon the advisability
of SBritish Columbia being included in
the Union ;- and he is anthorize(_i to
state that the debt of the Colony will
be assumed by the Confederacy, and
its payment, if necessary, guaranteed
by the Imperial Government. Our
Council, it will be remembered,
vpted UNANIMOUSLY in favor of Con-
federation on the 21st March. These
despatches, taken in connection with
the enconraging letters received by
Mr Waddington with regard to the
progress of his scheme for an Overland
Railway through British territory is
making in London, point to a speedy
settlement of all our troubles and the
formation of a Responsible Govern=-
ment almost immediately. Hurrah
for Confederation and the Overland
Railway !

lis of the Nortn Pacific. The only
salvation for Viotoria 1s in its
remaining a British city. From its
insular Position, as ap American
town, it would have been swamped
in 1858 by Whatcom or Semiahmoo,
or by Port Angelos in 1862. T
started in the race with those towns,
and what has American connection
done for them ? Nothing, It left
their buildings to rot and tumble to
Pieces, while Viotoria grew and
flourished simply becauss it was a
British city. Had Vancouver Islang
belonged to the Americans, Victoria
would hardly have had an existence.
Bad Government has brought us to
our present position; but we are per-
suaded that we only need two things
to give us another start in the right
direction, viz,: Confederation with
the Eastern Provinces, and a ‘cheap
and efficlent form of Government.
For these we are determined to ‘labor
henceforth earnestly, deeply impressed
48 we are with the belief that. they
are the only changes within our reach
that will eonduce to the permanency,
bappiness and prosperity of the coun.
iry and its people. We believe these
changes are imminent—nearer than
many imagine, The reputation of
Governor Seymour is at stake, and it
is his interest to urge Confederation
ay the only means of preventing a
crash that will involve him in its
ruins. His Excellency will return a
favorable answer to the despatches,
and the rest of the work will be left

to the Canadian Government to per-
torm.

Colonial Finances,

It is not generally known that 86Va
eral days ago the Government checks
on the Bank of British Uolumbia were
thrown out. The Bank has credited
the Government with the amount on
deposit at the time the checks were dis-
honored. The total debt due by Gova
ernment to the Bank is about $280,.
000, and as the colonial credit is
in“equal bad odor at othe Bank of
British North America, a place of dew
posit has been chosen in a Wharf

Confederation Inminent.
- The substance of the Government
despatches, which we publish above,
leads us to indulge in the hope that
Confederation with the Eastern Pro-
vinces is imminent, Confederation
is the only change within our
reach that can benefit us, Some
imagine that Annexation would
enhance the value of real estate and
enable them to dispose of their props
erty to advantage; but our beau ideql
of a Brother Jonathan is not that of a
an who goes rushing around the coun-
try with a pocketful of “ rocks” seek~
ing for town lots and tracts of farming
land upon which to drop a portion of
his wealth at the first invitation. Our
idea of Jomathan is that he is a ’cate,
far, seeing man, with a great deal of
native sharpness, who is oftener on the
lookout for buyers than he is for
sellers, who can scent a bargain

street warehouse, This action on the
part of the Bank will hasten to bring
things to a crisis, and clear the politi.
cal atmosphere. The sooner it is
known at Downing Street that the

“afar off,” and who seldom makes an
investment until, like Davy Crocke,

% he’s sure he’s right,” when he « gces

ahead.” Depend upon it, if this couns
try be ever annexed to Uncle Sam’s
territory, the advantages would prove
tobe more imaginary than real, and less
stable and enduring than those which
must assuredly flow from Confedera-
tion. In discussing this question we
have not alluded to it as one of loys
alty ; but we have discussed it with
& view to see which policy would

benefit the Colony most—Confedera~
tion or Aunexation; and we unhesi-
tatingly ‘pronounce in favor of the
former. If we get Confederation, we
shall secure first a wagon road across
the continent, and, second, a railway
to conneot with the Graod Trunk of
Canada. With a railway through
British territory, Viotoria is certain
to be the British metropolis of the
West Pacifio, and for the very good
reason that there are no safe or
commodious harbors on the mainland
from which ghe may fear competition.
But if the island is ceded to the
Americans, the combineg interests of
Vancouver Island could not prevent
the American town of Seattle, with

8t the terminus of the Nachess Pass
~—the finest nataral Ppass through the
lountains on the Pacifio slope for g

Uolony is bankrupt, the sooner we
shall have a change in the adminis.
tration of our affairs. Let the trath
go forward as speedily as possible. It
is high time the Governmental tumor
with which we are afflicted were
brought to a head and lanced.

Thureday, May 23th.

Tae “DaiLy Times,”—When this mammoth
journal was introdnced to our community
great things were expected ofait, and had it
forced itself by sheer literary strength 1nto
notice, its support, Pecuniarily speaking,
would have been undoubted, But misfor
tunes have accumulated on its head, and from
authority which cannot be questioned, we are
prepared to say, financially it is a complete
failure, ss on Saturday night last past, when
its poor, hard-working printers looked forward
with expectant glance for ¢ coin,’ none was to
be had, as the assessments had been all swal-
lowed up, leaving the concern seven thousand
dollars in debt. One of the small stock-
holders offered his stock (one thousand dol~
lars worth) at the villainously low price of
eighteen cents on the dollar, and no takers at
that. .Now, this sort of thing will never do,
88 more was, and is to be expected from the
number of high school graduates, who write
long leaders, big words, and say nething, who
are attached to the concern.—g, F. News
Letter.

Tae Rrcarra—A mdeeticg of the Regatta
Committee will be held at the Bee Hive
Hotel at 43¢ o’clock this afternoon to com-
plete arrangements for the meeting tu-day
and receive the entries. A great day's sport
is anticipated. A large number of boats
bave been entered, and in addition to our
bative talent, “ orack” rowers from the
American side bave consented to take part
in the sport and exhibit their muscle, The
fowers will dress in eolors, Almost every
objevt that will float bas been engaged for

the occasion by pleasure-seekers who desire
1o see the sport—including lamber from Say«
ward’s yard,

Orrrciar Norrors—The Government Ga-
%etle announces that the hon Mr Saunders
will take charge of the Lillooet District vice
A. 0. Elliott, Esq., and that hon- Mr Oox
will take temporary charge of the Columbia
Distriot viee hon Mr O'Reilly: - Also that the
daties of Sub-~Accountant at Victoria, hitber.
to performed by A, Watson, Esqi, will for
the fature be under the Superintendence of
the Collector of Customs,

I

M\
Taz gun heard at nine o'clock last evening

railway—from becoming the metropo-

was fired from the Shearwater,

HRONICILE

Toe CrreBRaTiON or Hix Masesry’s
BIrTHDAY—AL no period since the settlement
of this Island have the preparations for the
observanece of Her Majesty’s Birthday been
80 general or on 8o extensive a scale ag now.
Every place ot business in the city will be
closed on Friday, and the population wi])
repair to the rural districts to enjoy the holj,
day as best they can. As the weather wi]]
be fine, a damper cannot possibly be thrown
on the celebration. In the festivities attend.
ant upon the day our countrymen will be
joined by a large number of people from
Olympia, who are expeeted to arrive by the
Sleamers Eliza Anderson and New World
this evening, We hope that a cordial greets

ing will be accorded the strangers. H, M,
S. 8hearwater, which entered the harbor
last evening, will fire g royal salute at sup-
rise, noon and sunget, The steamer Isabel
will start for San Juan Island with the Mea
chanics’ Institate Pie Nicers on board, at 8
o'clock, skarp, to-morrow morning, and will
return the same evening. Efficie nt musj-
cians will accompany the party .and there
will be daucing on the deck of the steamer
and over the shady Jawns of the lovely
strip of disputed territory.  Refreshments
will be supplied by Bailey, the well known
calerer, from whom all the « creature com»
forts” may be obtained at a moderate charge.
The Grand Regatta on the Arm will com-
mence at 1 p.m. The boats will start from
the H. B. Co’s wharf and Stop at Curtig’
Point. Every boat in the barbor has been
engaged for the occasion, and the attendance
will no doubt be large and the enjoyment
unailoyed. Refreshments may be obtained
by parties attending the Regatta at Bee-
croft’s Gorge Retreat and from Mrs McDon~
nell, at Curtis’ Point, where seals command-
ing a fine view of the Regatta may be obw
tained. In the evening there will be a
“hop” at the St George Hotel, a Soiree by
Maguire’s Band at the St Nicholas, and a
theatrical performance by the Marsh Troupe
at the Theatre. On the whole, we have
never known a more patriotic feeling to ani.
mate our people than that which inspires
them on this occasion, aud the efforts of in~
terested parties to make it appear that the

hearts of the colonists are turned from their
loyalty and are seeking the first opportunity
to cast aside their allegiance to the British
Crown, are flatly contradicted. We wish all
our readers a pleasant and enjoyable holi-
day. ..

TBOUBLESO!E—M; Fisher, from the West
Coast of the Island, reports that the Indians
in the vicinity of Barclay Sound are becom-
ing troublesome and threatening, They nse
violent language towards the traders and are
in the habit of annoying in varioug ways the
whites who come among them. A  wigit
from a gunboat occasionally would prove

vseful ip keeping these unruly savages within
bounds.

Descenr wrox SuvaaLErs, — Yesterday
morniog three men were arrested charged
with smuggling goods and liquors from Vig.
toria. One of their number tarned States’
evidence, and is bound over to appear and
testify against his coadjutors, Other parties
who have been engaged in the business are
fearful of being connected with the matter,
A considerable amount of liquor and other
property has been seized.— Portignd Herald,

TrE “ OovLontsr” anp ANNEXATION~The
Columbian says the CoLoNIsT has just re-
covered from g_“ gevere attack of Auvnexa-

Quick TiME—Mr W,
ferwarded 6000 pounds
to William Creek

H: Sutton, of Yale

lract was seventeen days, and had M; Sutton

bave been abandoned.

of rioh rock, weighing 150 pounds, has been
blasted from the

Semples of lead ore,
assayed at Westminster, have yielded at the

rate of 64 per cent. of lead and $23 of silver
to the ton,

TeE
delighted ‘the strollers across James Bay
bridge with sweet vocal music, accompanied
by the bugle and flate, Several fine ballads
were sung with excellent effect, and * Cheer
boys, ‘cheer I” floated encouragingly upon
the air as a finale, -

" Forry~Nixg Crexx — The Ezaminer hag

iron roller, drawn by two horses, at work
yesterday on Fort street. Its purpose is to
roll and render smooth for traveling the Mac
adam recently laid down,

TEE nine o'clock gun from the Shear.
water quite startled the good folk of the city
out of their propriety Iast evening. Itg dig-
charge regulated all the Watches and clocks
in the town, |

CHALLENGE—* Frenchy,” g well-known
boatman, will make a match with any man
in a Whitehall boat, for $50 to 8100—applin
cation to be made at Round the Corner Sa«
loon to-day.

THE steamer Isabel, Capt Stamp, retarned
from New Westminster yesterday. Among
the passengers were Robt Bishop, Esq., of
this city, and F. W. Foster, Esq., of Lilloost,

Y S R

It 18 EXPECTED that 4000 Indians will
congregate at Westminster on Queen’s
Birthday. The Governor has decided to
give them presents, treacle aod hardbread

— e
TrE Town Scavenger has set vigorously. t

and we shall bave g sweet<scented town for
Queen’s Birthday. ’

- ship Parisian will sail from
the outer harbor to-day for Auckland,
She will be towed ‘below the Rocks by
the steamer Isabel.

Tae Enterprise arrived down _from the
Fraser at 414 o’clock Jast evening. Among
the passengers were Messrs Barnard and
Blinkensop, and Ravs, Jamieson and Crosby.

Anammn—George Ladd, formerly local
reporter for the Oregonian, wag arrested yes-
terday, on a charge of smuggling goods,—
Portland Herald, 17:4,

_— v
ANDREW K1rFER, who was accused of as«
saulting a 8quaw, was ordered to find security
by Mr Pemberton to keep the peace for gix

months and to pay the costs of arrest,

SALMON are being Packed in- kits at New
Westminster,
il S BT

tion fever,” 'Qur cotemporary - has been
reading the News aod s misinformed,

The Russian American Telegraph,
ITS ABANDONMENT BY THE WESTERN UNION TELE-

The only “ feyer” with which we have been
afflicted of late manifested itself in an ex..
Pressivn of indignation at the extravagance
of the Government and its utter disregard of
the requirements of the Colony. “ Only that
and nothing more.” And, we may add, the
‘“ fever” has not yet subsided. )

TmporTANT Discovery—We hear that the
Hudson Bay Company’s agents have discovs
ered a practicable pass through the coast
range via Gardper’s Inlet, Lake Francais and
Lake Fraser to Frager River. Goods landed

GRAPH COMPAN Y—CORRESPONDENCE WITH THE
BECRETARY OF STATE.

WESTERN UNION TELEGRAPH ComMpany,
New York, March 25, 1867,

SIB,—This,,Company baving, after a care~
ful examination of all the facts ia the case,
determined to suspend work on the construc
tion of the Russian American (Collins’) Overe
land Telegraph, feem it due alike to our own
hooor and , jo the services you have so gener-
ously an intelligently rendered us in this
international undertaking,
to state the causes which have led usto such
a decision.

The lines of this Company having been

EXECUTIVE OFFicE, }

Gardner’s at Inlet may be carried through the
©oast r1ange to Francais Lake, where they
will be put in cances and boated through
Fraser Lake and its feeders to Fraser River
and Quesneliemonth,

el SRR e R,
MAN-0r-Wir 1v 7HE Hamsor—H. M. 8.

Shearwater, Capt Smith, 4 gung, 710 tons,
and drawing 14 feet 6 inches, entered the
barbor at 6 o’clock last evening and dropped
anchor off Sayward’s Jumb:r yard, in pres
paration for the galutes in honor of the
Queen’s Birthday; M Titcomb, the pilot,

completed to New Westminster, the capital
of British Columbia, that city became the
Starting point for the line to Russia. - With
greater ease than the building of the line
from Chicago to San Francisco, 850 miles
f the line were erected, and the wires cop-
-*emd to the banks of the Simpson River,
Beyond it only needed a vigorous and intel-
ligeot commissariat to oveicome the diffical-
ties of transportation, and push the construc-
tion of the line to the Behring Sea and on to
tbe terminal point of the mouth of the
moor. i
Indeed, at every. forward step made in this
reat werk, difficulties vanished as resolute
gand- approached t.em, and were found to
be fewer than were at fifat contemplated,

brought the Shearwater in without difficalty
and before the water was at its highest stage,
Bl enns S iy

Tax Gorer Roap anp Bripge—Mr Pid-
well and a large gang of men were engaged
yesterday in catting a road from either side
of the Gorge to connect with the Craigflower

Not only so, bat most important information
Tespecting the navigable character of the
northern streams bave been eecured. The
Steeken bas been found to be navigable for
boats of considerable gize for 150 miles from
its mouth, and that steam vessels can ascend
the Knitehpak and Yoken Rivers for prob-
ably 1000 miles from the Pacifio—1w. faots

and Burrside roads. A raft of timber was
towed to the Gorge yesterday, and the
stringers of the pew bridge will be thrown
across to-day. ‘It ig hoped the work will be

of great importance, and farnishing unex-

of freight from Yale
in - sixteen days. The
time allowed for delivery according to cope

failed to deliver the goods on the 15th ipgt,
all claim to payment for the same would

TR SR ;
SILYER AND Lgap Discoverizs—A piece

Cherry Creek ledge,
from Shuswap Lake,

; .
Shearwater company last evening

vews from this oreek to the effect thag only

Macapax RoLLer— We observed a heavy | .

frankly and fully |,

—
3

»| . The successtal laying of the Atlantic Cable
In 1866 developed, in process of time, severg]
Important facts, as unexpected to the Coma
Pauy who laid it as-to us and the public who
took no interest in such matters. .
be ability of a cable of 2000 miles in
length, supk in the ocean, to convey the
manipulations of the telegraph’ successfully
and for any length of time through it, was a
matter of almost univarsal doubt. Nothing
aided more to strengthen that impression
than the record kept by the electricians on
board the Government™ veggels which bore
their respective portions of the eable in
1858 from mid-ocean to the shores of the
two continents, Weak, variable, uncertain,
ihere seemed no indications of a power to
predl_cate the supply of commercial eommu«
nication thereon—at least, 50 far as publie
knowledge of that interesting voyage wag
received. And when it reached the shores,
and all the world seemed to want to talk
through it, it was found that outside of a few
feeble utterances, which to this day are
erroneously believed by many never to bave
e, that cable “wag simply a success
of engineering skill ip stretching a dumb
bond between the Old World and the New,
Xperiments in Europe with subterranean
?nd oxtend;d dqnbmatine li_ne'sﬂ:vere unsatig=
tactory and discouraging, - Lhey geners
Wh“@wﬂ@i&bﬁgﬂt 0 electric flg
#tth a-want of ability to perform p
accumulated service, as to diseo
general use. The current over the cable wag
known to be of such tenuity that

nine oclaims are taking out ‘wages. The
farmers at Fort Shepherd, having no market
for their produce, had abandoned their farms
and gone to the diggings.

To satisfy European commerce by such
means seemed impossible. Even bad that
cable continued to work, it was reasonable
lo presume that with so slow g process of
transmission there was business enough for
the quicker manipulation of g telegraph by
land, although it wag obliged to sheot itg
messages over three-fourths ot the surface of
the globe. i

Uoder such circumstances, what wag our
duty ? Gosernment, for the sake of national
pride and governmental uses, might have
been justified in pushing the work to come
Pletion, even if it shounld cost a large sum
anoually to maintain it. Russia must, be-
fore many years, reach New Archangel, in
Anmerica, by telegraph, for the simple purpose
of her governmenta| arrangements. But we
could not properly employ the capital en=~
trusted to us except under promise of reason«
able retarn from its investment,

The proof that the basis of revenue had
been removed was only needed o be complete
to make the daty of at once stopping the
whole work a 8tern, peremptory necessity,
That proof we have been from month to

' {month Teceiving. So clear and cumulative
work cleaning gutters of the filthy deposits,Thas that evidence been,

that we have been
compeﬂed, though with great reluctance, te
acknowledge its completeness and power. Al
doubts concerning the capacity and efficiency |
of the ocean cables are now dispelled, and
the work of construction on the Russian line,
after an expenditure cf $3,000,000, has been
discontinned, :
Could the Government be induced to
prosscute the work now interrupted to some
available point in her North American pog~
sessions, we will extend and . maiotain our
lines thither, and thus all the objects sought
by the respective governments for intercourse
would be secared, Time, and the gradual
opening up of auxiliary sources of business,
might develop a revenue which would re~
compense for the outlay and delay. Beyond
this we are unable to gee our ability to go
on wonder the circumstances already narrated,

These matters are commended to your at-
tention. It has occurred to us that you
might, through our Minister at the Rassian
Court, so represent these circumstaucee, 80
unexpected and embarrassing to us, asto
preserve us in the esteem and favor of that
intelligent Government, and lead to the ac«
compli-hment of our mutyal designs, We
bave the honor to be, with high regard, your
obedient servants,
The Western Union Telegraph Company,

WiLiam Orrosw, Viee President,

O. H. Palmer, Secretary.

The Hon William H, Seward, Secretary
of State, Washington, D. C.

SECRETARY SEWARD’S REPLY,
DEPARTMENT Op STaTE
Washington, March 28th, 1867. }

To the Western Union T, elegraph Com.
pany, New York—GeNTLEMEN — | bave re.
‘ceived your communication of the 25th
instant, and bave not failed to lay the same
at once before the President,

» T am pot one of those who heve been disw
appointed by the complete and magnificent
8uccess of the Interpational Atlant:c Tela~
graph, nor am I one of those who fear that
tte United States will enjoy less of its bene~
fits than any other pation. I regard it ag’
tributary to the expansion of our national

commerce, and, ultimately, of our political

institations, both of which, I think, are ims

portant lorces in the progress of civilization,
I would not have the Atlantic Oable become
dumb again even if thereby I could immedi-
alely secure the euccess of the Inter-Contix

nental Pacific Telegraph enterprise, which

Wwas committed to your hands, Neverthe«

less, I profess 10 a profound disappointment

in the suspension of the latter enterprise. I

admit that the reasons which you have agw

signed for that suspension seem to be irresist«

ible. Itis impossible for Private individualg

or corporate eompanies to byilq telegraphg

without capital ; and it is equally impossible

for individuals or oorporations to procure

capital for telegraphs that do not promise

immediate or at least & eedy revenues.

On the Other band.g abate no Jjot of my
former estimates of the importanee of Inter-
Oontinental Pacifig Telegraphs.
believe that the Uniteq States and Russia
have given their faith to each other and to

Pected aid in the distribution of material, ‘
Og the Asiatic side our explgmtions have

completed to-day, so that vehicles may
safely cross to-morrow,

AN ANNEXATIONIST— Yesterday an ingj.
vidual was heard to declare that nothing
could save this colony from total ruin but
annexation. He is a member of the chain-
gang. The right man in the right place |—

scheme more and wore practicable as the
labor upon it progressed. No want of capis
tal, no physical difficulty, no doubt of onr
ability to complete the work contemplated
led to our recent determination 1o suspend |

B. C. Examiner,

operations thereod. The cause of that suge
pension we now proceed to state,

the world for the Prosecution of that great
enterprist_a in vain, The

pleasure,

: 00WD to/ him, and,

with the e, I will 'ask a con~

ference upon the question, “ What ghall be
done next 1 /

Accept my thanks for the frankness and

cordiality of your communigation. I am,

gentlemen, your obedient servant,

Wintai H. Szwarn,
/




