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The Assembly’ yesterday took up 'in oar
opinion, not only a supremely ridiculous, but
a wholly indefensible, position with reference
to Mr. Young’s Bill torender'valid the col-
lection of the City Trades’ License and Real
Estate Tax by the Mayor and Council. ' But
when we say the Assembly. we are - perhaps
a little too, fast. We mean the
majority who, as may b® seen in our legisla-
tive ‘report, consigned : the bill to the waste
paper basket—for there was a small miaority
who showed that there isa little common
sense ¢ still left: - in ' the / Houmse. 7 That
our ‘readers’may “understand "the question,
and thus be better able lo. judge of the con-

" Qduet of the majority yesterday, lét usstate

what Mr. Yeung'’s bill ~proposed t6:'do.  In
the two first clauses provision . was made to
~ enabje the Mayor and Council to eaforce, this
and Real ‘Hstate Tax under

latch and  December, 1863.

‘Xt 4wo  clauses proposed to repeal a

laws, d o

* least—would think of throwing out of the
House or placing the least obstruction in the
way of a bill making the collection of the
civic. taxes speedy and valid? But the
majority, led 'on by“Mr. Street, add support-
ed by “the chivalric: Col, Foster, and Drs,
. Powell and Trimble ¢t hoc genus omne,
thought otherwise. "They would neither gon.
sent tolet the bill go to Committes of the
Whole: nor: to :a second -reading, nor toa
Seleet, Committee to prune the bill of what in
their'Opinion wére its'objectionable features,
The bill must be fthrown out in toto,
said they; and out it went. A - more
ridiculons * ' insane | and . nopatliamentary,
cohrse, could mnot have been adopted.
The act is absurd,because the House will again
have todo a portion of the work which it undid
yesterday, and ja the way they propose to do
it, it makes that body superlatively ridicu-
lous. One incipient legislator, Mr. Dunean,
as soon as the division ook place, gave notice
that on Monday he would move an address
to the Goverrnor o appoint commissioners to
collect the trades’ license and resl-estate” tax,
who were to pay the  money into
the “generaltrounry,” to liquidate the indebt-
edness of the city. This appeared to be the
programme of the warlike] majority, mar-
shalled into line. by the gallant Foster,
aided by the ‘falented Street, the ‘astate
Trimble, the cautious Powell, and the con-
stitutional ‘member, Mr. Duncan, not for-
getting the mercurial Dennes, Doubtless in
soleniri’ seeret . eonclave - this ‘wenderfal
stroke | of  statesmanship was = matured,
But we pity’the Majority, for who ever heard’

“of a Governor collecting taxes that were
illegal? Who ever heard of . commissioners
being appointed to colleet taxes om an ad-
dress of the Assembly withont a revenug
act? ToMr. Duncan and his friends the
Ponor of this great constitational discevery
is dge. The Upper House s ignored.” The
ordinary mode of making  laws ig' reject-

ed. A kind, of “fifth  estate” is

to be'créated — '4n " ‘estdte  unknown
to the constitution. Thé majority or some of
them, held that there is rio Mayor, pot Ooun-
cillors, 1o'ineorporation, matter of
oourss, £, givio faxs asste. Foiler,

Dunean & Co,, propose 1o address the Govyer-
Dor.to collect the taxes! and to collect them
by @ process hitKerto ' unknown: in

British - communities! ** Could any ', more

ridiculous ' scheme ' be imagfned?

Truly,, fact . is ,.stranger . than Betion.
The “member for Take really deserves the

palm as the ereator of constitutional para-
doxes—the exponent’ of those who expect to
g‘:}ée;!t Btaxes . Where they say none .are
= imut :Il::‘s_o:gdfess is - only - one piece
firming ot esdbies By
be eomplledits d(.) . our}gs ill they - will

Mr. ‘Dincag’ ne of several things—for

§ motion is so absuyd that

8 Adsembly

none but the veriest tyre in legislation conld
perpetratait. - Fist the majority will have to
pass a separate bill to enable the Mayor and
Council to collect the civie'taxes, If they do
this, they' will"'mérely' do’ the work which
they nndid  yesterday in throwing out Mr,
Young’s bill;-and ' thos stultify themselves.
gﬁfo dly, if they add = provision to an
ame *ingerporation - act to. enable: the
mayor and council to ‘colieet.the civie taxes,

-{#hey could have donethe same thing by re-

the billas.propesed by Mr.DeCosmos
' %?nmee _with instructions to
an amended bill eaibracing all the|

: iry to make tg good and

{ 7 “nd ¥ 8 d
hdve already undid. So-
lon & Co., refuse to pass a separate bill to
make valid the; collection of taxes, or to
add a provision to that effect to-a’" new
-amended Incorporation: Aect, 'there  will only
be two .courses open; one will: be:to: let
one portion of our citizens go without pay-
ing their taxes, whilst another porfion have
«pdid . theirs up in full. This: would puta
climax on' the ‘proccedings- of these erring
Reformers, from whiech every . good. citizen
hopes to - escape. . The other : course,
and ° this' ‘was' ‘actually ' proposed ' by
Colonel : .Foster, is to -pass . a _bill
to allow the Executive to collect the Muni-
cipal taxes. But this he’'soon perceived was
rather insulting to' the Mayor and Coancillors,
and he took opportunity to back down from
it. Mr. Duncan, however, only rendered the
proposition wete insulting by proposing in
his notice of mction that commissioners should |,
collect the taxes. If the Mayorand Couneil
bad by their own act intentionally exceeded
the limits of the charter, there might be good
reason to  propose that the Executive or
commissioners should eollect the taxes. But
as the people -of this city, acting in the
belief that a corporation: did. exist, have
elected them, and as the Mayorand Council
have acted honorably and ia good faith
by the city, there could be no greater in-
sult than authorising the Executive. or ap-
peinting - Commissioners . to. do..what ' 'the
corporate authorities. are tbemselves every
way entitled to do. * There is but ong course
open, if neither of 'these courses. be adopted,
that is, to levy an additional taxion the whele

.oolony to meet the ¢ity’s indebiedness,.  Bat P

it is needless to pursue expedients. The tr.th

is‘the gentlemen who yesterday voted tothrow
o present Incorporation .Act,|

t Mr. Young's bill will:soon feel zashamed}
heir conduct ; and-eraw~fish like, will
1 ‘ot of their' untenable position;

Thofe 'I5' o' other " cotrse open; for *the | hither
‘people of- this ' city = will -not ‘sabmit

to anything else. They will - have the civie
‘taxes collectéd by the civic authorities and
no onei@lse.. -There is one objection urged
againgt Mr: Young's bill, as a reason for re-
jecting'it.. Powell, Trimble & Co:, were . the
objectors mainly. They.did not believe 1o
passing .abill: portions of which were offen-
sive'to them. Verdant and hoary-headed sena-
tors agreed on this point!! ‘when’ in mearly
every.case bills have to be pruned to,K meet
the views of the legislatare after they: are
laid before it; . And no wonder. it should be
necessary io this case when'the author of the
present ingorporation actdrafted Mr. Yonng's
bill. 'If this be an objection any and every
bill might be thrown out. So-in ous opinion
there is no defence for ‘the’conduet of some
of our eity and eountry members yesterday ;
no course open’ but retraction and’ repent-
ance. o

VIVA VOCE DIFFUSION OF INFOR-
MATION RESPECTING OUR RE-
SOURCES.

Epitor Britisg CoronisT—Sir : The im
portance of adopting  measures to carry out
the. above object has been repeatedly can-
vassed late  ic communications addressed
to your paper, and the subject has been ex-
tensivély agitated in private eircles through-
out the community. Statements that have
appeared in the English press within the last
twelvemonths concerning ' the condition and
prospaects of these colonies are of so conflicting
a deseription as to baffle the most diligent
attempts of those at a distance to ascertain
the true state of the case. Some having re-
linquished comfortable sitnations in the pa-
rent country without possessing themselves
of adequate information about their proposed
destination before embarking, are involved
in thie painful consequences of their indiscre-
tion. .« Thosennfortunate adventurers, instead
of taking a oalm and intelligent retrospect of |
the caures of disappointment and. bearing it
with suitable fortitude, injudiciously eharge
tneir misfortumes upon the country. and -pub-
lish their cheekered experience. for the edi-
fication and warning of timorous fellow sub-
jects—dipping their pens in the gall of bit~
terness. 'Others,  viewing ‘the condition of
their adopted ¢onntry through the medium of
the prosperity with which . their struggles |
bave been rewarded, indclge in the strain
diametrically oppasite. £

Shall the anxiety of enquiring thousands
to have this tangled skein of contradietions
unravelled, be permitted to remain unreliev—-
ed ¥ *That elasg; for the' reception of which
the eountry is as yet iinprepared, will donbt-
Jess be deterred from coming by the unsatis-
factory nature of the reports that have reached
them ; 8 circumstance not to be. regretted.
But it should be rémembered that multitudes
capable of benefitting the country by the in-
vestment . of. geapital,-and ‘the application of
industry, are 'disconraged from the same
cause ; and many ineluded in: the number,
are without opportunities of seeing fegulaily
the correspondence of the . 1imes from this
place, ; and: - unable to commaind leisure for
studying books containing more’ extended ac-
counts of British Columbia and- Vancouver
Island, who would gladly listen to'any distinct
and ' reliable viva voce representation of the
subject.

A few of jour citizens imagine that this

'method of introducing our colonies to .the

‘that  have : been specified.

| acquaintance; of people in; other.p

-empire, must ivevitably be follg

a considerable and promiscrous imimig

as inundated -onr.shores. .in.1862. %

general disapprobation : expres at
period ip .reference te. the oo yely:
couleur de rose: statements of the« Times’
respondent, and. of other . weli-jnt “; :
gentlemen of. position among. us, affords: an
ample guarantee that the inducefrents pre—
sented for the.development of our. freseuices,
shall not be mentioned by the Igeture

may be appointed bythe gover

the) diffiultis to_be- ensons

their. ﬁats“ollnoﬁ“go.m

emi

ple with obstacles, while fully sep
prizes; to.be won by overcomiag them.

‘There is not. .one of the Colonies of Aus—
tralia or New_ Zealand, which, basi.not. been
répreserted by a Government agent,and every
British Noith Amerigan- possession, with the
sole exception of ourselves, has. resorted to a
similar plan for advaneing’ its intérests. If
those sections of the Empiré, alreadyabound-
ing in'' 'wealth, populaticn ‘and “enterprise,
deém Such a siep urgent. notwithstanding
the innumerable books that have been pub-
lished' concerning ' them—how mtich mbre
imperative is the obligation imposed upon
this terra incognita, containing ar” aggregete
population of oaly 10,000 aftér an existerce
of about ten years—situated on the verge of
the western world, and so extrémely remote
from the parent country, to employ agency
for enlisting the aid of capitalists and labor-
ers in'the erowded cities of Kngland for de-
veloping our rich aud varied resources ! 'The
attempt may not in the first insténce be at-
tended ‘with striking results, but if the settle-
ment of these Colonies is to be promoted at
all, that consummation is' oot to bgaccom-
plished by leaving the British public in their
present benighted condition with' regard to
to us. ‘It were uncourteous to .pass over
without ‘acknowledgment, the- vigorous éxer-
tiong of the Bishop of Columbia to supply
what we desiderate. . But the présant mission
of thiat gentleman being an ecclesiastical ‘one
and his time being professedly devoted mainly

to objeets of that character, it 'i§ ot fo be |

expcted that he shoald have Gpportunities of
discussing 8o systematically and st large, our
secular affairs, as an effort specially.set apart
to that werk. .

The litnited extent of land fit for cuitiva-
tion in these colonies, has sometimes bcen

adduced 8s an argument against egcouraging

the immigratian of poor settlers,. Aay ap-|
on € ¥ J eVer, :

ment, -in _all probability, will not render.
Families somewhat better off might. feel dis-
posed, on careful deliberation to emigrate for
farming purpeses, and we may rest perfectly
satisfied that there will be 'an abiandance of
laad on the Island and on the mainland for
those who may engage in that. occupation
for many, years to come. It wil be time
enough to raise this objection when all the
available Jand on both sides of the Gulf. is
cultivated. . It mnst, be admitted that the
future prosperity.of , these colonies depends
chiefly upon , their metalliferons character.
The assertion may safely be hazarded., thay
they eontain sufficieat arable soil . to snstajn
whatever population is.likely to reside  here
during: ihe next fifty years.. Bagides, the
limited extent.of land in the country. which
is alléged, offcrs a most. valuable advantage
to early settlers; provided other elements, uf
wealth are foeund to.exist caleulated to attraet
extensive population. It is a fuddamental
principle of political economy that demand
for any article which: is searce ;augments its
value ; and on the supposition of our mineral
resources being so abugdant ag'eveéntually 1o
build' up important and permanent &entres
threughout the country, large and’ profitable
markets will be furnished to agricultural
producers contignous to them, and the very
paucity of cultivatable land within accessible
distance would, under these circhmstances,
necessarily give proprietors entire command
of the market, placing them abave ‘competi-
tion, and raising in a eorresponding de-
gree the price of their land. These remarks
find present verification' on a certain scale
in the interior of British Columbisa, and as
towns of greatcr magnitude ‘are in future
years called into existence, it will become in-
creasingly evident that farmers in their vi-
«cinity possess an advantage over all competi-
tors of the same occupation in the neighboring
American " territory, whose products would
be 'chargeable with freight and duties.” In
farther illustration of this point, the extreme
western districts of America and Canada
may. be pointed to, since the rolling prairies
for which they are distinguished  are' often
extolled as inviting for settlement, to the dis-
paragement of our more' circumscribed and
less bounteous soil. ~ But it should be consi-
dered that the value of land s6 inconvenient-
ly situated to market, as in the case just re-
ferred to, is correspondingly low, and the ctops
unremaunerative. It therefore,” British' Co-
lumbia more particularly, should advance as
rapidly as:we asticipate, a farmer in that
colony' will realize. competency ‘with much
more speed than he conld with the same
means .in the other distriets of the continent
These resaults.
cannot, of ceurse, be brought about in a day ;
and only those immigrants from dm_taut parts’
should be encouraged to cast in their lot with
us, who are prepared to exercisp}ha.t amount
of energy and “endurance requisile 1o secure
the promised reward. e
Again with Tespect to thé promotion of
farming settlements in Vancopver Tsland, it
is objected that general pro@gce can be im-
ported more cheaply frem the Ameriean gide
of the boundary than it can'be grown here.
This remark derives some plausibility from
the experience of the past few years. But
producers within a convenient distance of Vie-
toria, will always cbtain an advantage over
foreign competitors in saving of freight and

. tance. Tha _'~"“fd
government caanot, and the Imperial Govern- |

roximity to market. The great drawbs
hitherto to the production of green cro
4hg Island, bas ‘been that ‘the rafio of
from all guarters has been mach in;
consumption.. But as the popnlation
eity multiplies, there .will be a brisk s

| a8 much as can' be produced in our own'te

ritory wnd'as nfhy be imported frons that
America. . Farmers' resident radjacen

of Victoria, will be able still, more effect

10 < court “hig ‘owm e
it this ‘manner ' be’ 3

towns that may spring up in the Islqnda;u;%& ;
y
©

| o withstand foreign competition from t
| greatér expense. and’ delay involved in’ex~

poriing  produce . to sucha distance.!  But |1 ,

there are articles that at the present momen:

, mutton, pork, &, .

While; howéver, the ‘iscitements offered to
agrieultural ‘settlement in’" these colonies ‘are
by no means, despicable it -8’ to ‘our gold,
‘copper, coal; timber.and fishery produets, to-

sgether. with the vast commercial posgibilities

of: Victoria, that a colonial agent going home
should speciully draw the - attention” of the
British-public. - About the importance: of
these resaurces, there. is no.difference: of opi-
nion ; and they constitute the.grand springs
of our, progress. It would require a volume
to.do ‘thenr justice.  To' explore'these ele-
mentsof wealth is beyoud the means of most
private indiyiduals. - But let Epglish compa-
nies be fermed, and upply themselyes to the
task, and the country would advance in a
few years with sirides exceeding our most
sanguine conceptions.

I am informed upon good authority. that
when the appointment of a lecturer is decid-
ed npon by the government, a petition to the
Royal Mail Steam Packet Company is to be
prepared for’ signature by ‘the merchants of
the city,-and presented by the agent to the
directors, of the company .in London, re-
questing them to place a.line of steamers on
this coast, between Panama and Victoria,
calling ‘at'San Francisco, in'  connectitn ‘with
the memorial to the same effect' from the
Honse of Assembly, addressed - to . the secre-
tary for the colonies, it is counfidently believed
that a satisfactory arrangement will, not many
months hence, be eoncluded. F. L. G.

THE -* POSITION " UPSET.

Our morning eontemporary in its zeal to
embarrags the -Mayor and: Corporation of this:
city, and to throw doubts apon the rights and
powecs of the Conncil to perform the ordinary

nd functions. of office, has been led into
asing error, of discharging

hip of an articlein our paper upos:
an individual writer; with the idea probably
of inflicting ‘some annoyance, which it well
knows any attack upon us. in the ordinary
way-would be utterly futile in attempting to
convey. We can “assurs it that its random
shafts fall as harmlessly upon .us. as . do ils,
wonld-be erushing assertions without:a valid
atgument to  support-them, upon our Mayor
and corporation.  The Chyonicle per sefortu~
nately could not determine the fortunes of
the eity. But sioce our contemporary. has
bécome theorgan of a clique wha arrogate
{3 themselyes the position ‘of leaders”of ‘tle
oppositioninthe House of Assembly, we must

ptesume that for the fature the,city is 10 look.

to it-as the'true exponent of its: ‘position. | If,
Wowever, this mighty clique eould inspire our
‘contemporary with a little more sound rea-
soning upon the subject, they would be more
likely to gain the ‘confidence of the. people ;
there até surely some amongst them * astute™
énough to bhave drawn its attention to
gome  of. the vcases turning .upon -, the
question of ‘the incorporation of the “in-
uhabitants” of a borough. ~'If they have
have not been able to do so, we must take the
liberty. of supplying the deficiency. In the
first - place, 1t has been laid down that the
word *“ inhabitants” in a charter: has notin
itself any defivite legal meaning, but must be
explained in each ease extrinsically, as’ by
evidence of usages, or by reference to the
eontextand objeots of the charter. . We do not
wish to trouble our readers with references to
cases ; the principlesare so plainly laid down
in Grant on Corporations, and other: band
books op municipal law, that we arecontent

to take ‘them for our authority. One case’

however, we would name, whieh is that of the
mayor, etc,, of Colchester vs. Brooke, which
will be found reported inthe; Queen’s Bench
Reports, VII. 336, frcm which it appears
that the Corperation 'of Colchester had no
integral parts, but ounly a head. It bad a
Mayor and commopalty, certainly, but. that
commonalty was only the governing power,
»and did not consist of the inhabitaqts of vtl‘xe
Borongh | g , sivio!]
- We cannot; however, accept it'as-an:axiom
that the * Chief Justice, the majority of the_
Honse 'and_ pegplg,” and the Chronicle, are
ainited  in. the. opinion that the Mayor snd
Couneil are - not-ineorporated. It is perfectly
clear that  the Chief Justice has never laid
down such judgment. If, however, doubt ex-
ist as to the validity of the Act of Incorpo-
ration, why, we ask, are none bold enough to
testit by an information .in the natare.of
quo warranto. It is in the power of any
stranger to the Corporation ‘thus to raise the
question of the validity of the Act, if he has
a peeuniary interest in proving the pullity of
the charter, and if there were one ip the whole

yield h,_n'nds_omq‘ returos and wlill,lt':or_ltinue: %

Teunc i

of'd "vpﬁrliaménia?y &rmim‘md in

can only be relieved’ from the'responsibilities
which'they entered ‘into towards the state in
their ‘constituting ‘'statute, by means ‘of ‘ab.
other “act” of "the Tiegislature'‘repealing the
acts. under which they were elected.”—Grant,
page' 307." If it should be decided that'the in= '
hubitants of this ¢ity are” nét' ihcorporated;
non constat that for' want of’ éven a necessary
integral " part “of '“ the ' corporation’ the ‘act
would ' be' void—the boroughof ' Colchester
and seven cther boroughs had new charters
granted to ‘them’ on aécount of having, fur
the one ‘instance never had more thao 'a
Mayor and” Commonalty, and in the other
cases, because the integral part of the eor
peration necessary for the election ef the-
Mayor aud Council had ceased to exist. We~
do not for one moment hold that it is'undesir--
able to pass a new Act of Incorporation, but,,
we most unhesitatingly say, that ‘it is ot
proven that the present act is void, and unt?}
the question is tried on quo warranto or by
means of a speciél case, it canpot be affirmed
by the greatest radieal amongst us who-has a
particle of legal or constitutional knowledge,
with aoy shadow of truth or reason that we
have ng corporation in this city. The "legal
geutle;ﬁen themselves who ‘so’ ably argued
against the power of the Council to collect

the Trades License, will mot and do not at~’ “
tempt tosay that the corporation has no
legal existence. Taking our stand as we do,

upon the broad pripciple that we have a
Mayor and Council, it would be beside the

o sand o
sard \?Qud 'nnteng_bfe‘. ' § e

InyusTicR.—Th3 Chronicle in its very “per- 5
sonal” article of yesterday, accuses Mr. De
“Qosmos of advoeating “such crotchets as pro«

teetive duties” in the House. Neo.one knows
better than our contemperary. how malicious
and totally untrue this allegation is. Turn-
ing back to the Chronicle’s own report of .the
proceedings . of the House, we find Mr. De

Cosmos maving “That this House is favorable . °

to a anion of Vancouver, Island and British
Columbia, provided that an Act of union can

be framed which will not endanger our Free

Port. ‘Kgain, on the Reciprocity qaestion’late’

Iy beforeithe House, we find him:offering the:sie

following reselution;—*“Resolved, that on the,
opinion of this House a treaty establishing

unrestricted commercg with the United States

of America wotild be mutually advantageous.”
Yetthe Chronicle deliberately gives the lie'to
its own reporta by accusing Mr. DeCosmos, of
advocating “protective duties!” . So long as
the Chronicle is under its present manage-
ment Mr. DeCosmos need expect neither
truth’ nor justice in his 'treatment by thad
journal, and it is perhaps:fortunate for, that
gentleman that the . public are. se well aware
of the motives which influgnce its .conduc—
tors in their reprehensible conduct.

S

Tae “ RipicuvLus MUS."—-—It is carrently
rumored that the honorable member for Lake
is 8o heartily ashamed of the unique legisla-
tive gem which he submitted to the House on
Friday, that he intends to withdraw it. We
hope, for Mr. Duncan’s sake, that the report
may be true,as we cannot conceive anything-
more ' palpably ‘and ‘constitutionally absards
than the' paradoxical specimen in questions :
The ; honerable . member, after throwing  eat::
Mr. Young’s bill, calmly and deliberately -
proposes to request ‘the government to ap~-
peint commissioners to collevt the one haif of
/one per-cent. tax *“new due’’’ en real estate..
In the name of :.common sense we would ask,
if the Mayor and Couneil bad no. legal exist—
ence, (as the honorable member and his sym-

athizing- fraternity ‘have contended),” who

‘bad ‘the ‘powerito'levy the tax “ now due™on -

real estate 2. We shonld. then -like to know

how, the House ¢an consent to a motion whieh .
recognizes alone the Queen and Commons,

and ‘utterly repudiates the Lords ?" '

. Our ®# Career.”—It i3 rather amusing to -

.notice the anxiety manifested by our con-
temporaried as to the durafion of our exist-
énce.” "Our waspish' little' nsighbor on’ Yates'-
strect ‘sométime ‘ago predicted & speedy ters

mination {6 our “ unenviable edreer,” and yes-

terday the’' Chronicle gives us'a ' few more”
days before our * career shall be closed for~
ever’’! | Wae can easily account fer the anxi—
ety of opr contemporaries on this matter—it
would be their salvation; we will however,
be morecharitable than ' they, and hope that
their prosperi'y may find ‘éome surer basis
than the ~downfall of the Covonist, other—
wise_we will soon-be left alone to mourn theic
less.

to enter into any discussion,
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