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Katharine Hughes, in the Toronto Globe, Sketclies the Lives of the 
Members ol the New Government ol the Province.

Arthur Lewis Sifton, premier, pro­
vincial treasurer and minister of pub­
lic works; Charles R. Mitchell, attor­
ney general and minister of education; 
Duncan Marshall, minister of agricul­
ture; Archibald J. McLean, provincial 
secretary—this is the personnel of the 
newly formed cabinet of Alberta.

It takes over the reins of power 
from the first administration in which 
the Hon. Mr. Rutherford—one of the 
most kindly and upright of men—and 
his brilliant young colleagues, Hon. 
Charles W. Cross, Hon. 1$. H. Cush­
ing, Hen. Duncan Marshall, Hon. Mr. 
liuchanan, Hon. P. E. Lessard, were 
the ministers—the last two without 
portfolios. The. outgoing government 
—without considering the present dis­
puted question of a railway bargain— 
retires with a record for progressive 
legislation of which any government 
in Canada might be proud.

In the new adminstration. not alone 
by his position, but by his personal­
ity, Premier Sifton is the outstanding 
figure. In fact, if the recent political 
disturbance In Alberta had been pro­
ductive of nothing else than the re­
entry of Arthur Sifton into public life 
it would still6 be notable. For the 
west everywhere recognizes in him a 
man unusually endowed with political 
and administrative ability, and on his 
retirement to the Bench in 19 0 ; J 
there were many regrets expressed 
that a man so eminently fitted for 
public life should have withdrawn 
from it.

Premier Sifton is a son of the Hon. 
John W. Sifton, at one time Speaker 
of the Manitoba Assembly. He was 
born near London, Ontario, on Octo­
ber 20, 1858, and came west in 1875. 
when his family moved to Manitoba. 
Returning to Cobourg in the follow­
ing year, he attended Victoria Univer­
sity, taking his degree there in arts 
in 1880. Completing his Jaw studies 
in Winnipeg, he first practised his pro­
fession in Brandon, where in his early 
twenties he was actively interested in 
municipal affairs, and a member ot 
the council.

In 1885 he moved to Prince Al­
bert, and in 1*89 to Calgary. In 1898 
he was elected a member of the 
Northwest Council, and in 1901 was 
selected as Commissioner of Public 
Works. In l»v3 he was raised to the 
Bench as Chief Justice of the North­
west Territories, and in 1907 he be­
came Chief Justice of Alberta. He 
was married several years ago and 
has two children, the youngest of 
whom is a promising student at 
Western Canada College.

In 1905 Mr. Sifton refused to con­
sider the offer of leadership of the 
Liberal party and the Provincial Pre­
miership that went with It. But with 
this party now divided against itselt 
on the question of a colonization rail­
road, Mr. Sifton has yielded to the 
insistent demand for. his return. Both 
wings of the party have pledged their

brought before the Chief Justice for 
sentence.

His appearance was greatly altered 
'by a beard and otherwise. It was un­
derstood his counsel would endeavor 
to secure a delay, if not a dismissal, 
on the ground of mistaken identity. 
Court opened. The Chief Justice, in 
incisive tone», ordered : “Ernest Cash­
el, stand." The prisoner responded 
instantly to the ringing command— 
and the proposed defence fell through 
at the Chief’s quietly-pointed remark: 
“The prisoner seems to have no ob­
jections to the name of Ernest 
Cashel."

In personal appearance Premier 
Sifton is a man of middle height, 
with a fresh, youthful face and eyes 
that match his nimble Celtic wit. He 
is graceful in his manner, which var­
ies remarkably from an air of indol­
ence in repose to one of absolute ac­
tivity. But. whatever the manner, the 
mental faculties are always on the 
qui vive—for Mr. Sifton possesses -to 
a degree that quality of mental alert­
ness which Kipling seized upon as an 
outstanding charisteristio of the Cana­
dian man. Opportunities ranging 
from a bonmot in repartee to matters 
of serious interest find him always 
responsive.

-His lively wit is dependent upon 
no stimulant: the Premier has al­
ways been a total abstainer from all 
forms of alcohol. On the other hand 
he and his long, black cigar are con­
sidered inseparable. He is a man of 
somewhat retired ways; he avoids in 
so far as possiole the routes of so­
ciety, and enjoy» thoroughly the con­
genial company of small ciic’.es of 
friends chosen for their sincerity 
their intelligence and humor; while 
these are, in turn, warmly attached 
to “The Chief,” as he is affectionate­
ly called by those who know him best.

Having the right to subscribe to 
his name the honors M.A., LL.B., 
K.C., and D.C.L., he is rich in col­
lege and legal degrees. But this is 
perhaps, of more interest in the east 
than in the west. For the west, which 
tests a man's mettle by a standard of 
its own, is inclined to overlook de­
grees and ask what a man can do.

And the whole west agrees that 
Premier Sifton, richer even in per 
sonality than in degrees, ean do about 
anything he sets out to do.

Among Premier Sifton's colleagues 
is ex-Judge Mitchell, a brainy young 
man, originally from the Maritime 
Provinces—the nursery apparently of 
college presidents and political lead 
ers. As an entirely new figure in 
western politics1, considerable curios 
ity is felt about this young man 
whose position in the Cabinet ranks 
next in importance to that of the 
Premier. People will speedily learn 
that Premier Sifton’s discerning choice 
has fallen upon a man of exception 
ally strong personality and decided 
legal acumen.
; In hearing the Hob: Charles R 
Mitchell is quietly capable and re­

hearty support to him as Premier, with an ai,r of gravity unusual
while seven members of the Legisla- 1perhaps in a man of only thirty-eight 
ture offered to resign their seats and years, but approachable and winning
recommend the new Premier to their 
constituencies.

Like Carlyle's genuine man, Mr. 
Sifton is “by the very nature of him 
a son of Order, not of Disorder,” and 
lie returns to public life enriched 
with experience on the Bench, which 
has deepened the constructive quality 
of his mind. Insurgency and agita­
tion are mental conditions little likely 
to disturb his administration, which 
will be at once tactful and dominant.

The new Premier Is sturdily self- 
reliant, and unafraid of difficulties. 
He Is clear-seeing, urbane and de­
cisive; and the steel of his sway, while 
pleasantly covered with velvet, Is none 
the less present. In fine, the fitness 
of the man for the place is appar­
ent to everyone, tor among public 
men of the west Arthur Slfton’s ex­
ecutive ability and political tact, his 
honesty and shrewd discernment of 
values are unquestioned; while his 
accurate knowledge of western con­
ditions and his powers of Initiation 
peculiarly fit him to administer af­
fairs In a new country, where new 
problems may always be expected.

It is an invaluable quality, too, in 
the new Premier of Alberta, that he 
knows hib own mind, and knows men. 
As a public speaker he has few rivals 
in the west, or, it may well be said, 
In Canada. For while his speeches 
reflect the same power of thought and 
intellectual brilliance as those of his 
brother, the Hon. Clifford Sifton, the 

> new Premier is a vastly more mag­
netic speaker, and can carry any 
audience with him. He has, too, fine 
powers of criticism, of ridicule and 
rapier-like satire which—forunately 
for his opponents—are not often used.

As a Judge his career has been one 
of undoubted efficiency. His acces­
sion to the Bench resulted in a new 
and quite severe attitude toward cat­
tle-stealing, which was then the most 
common crime in Alberta, and one 
that threatened to become as grave 
an evil as the crime of assault in 
country districts of Ontario. But by 
a rigid enforcement of existing laws 
the Chief Justice and his aides prac­
tically succeeded in suppressing this 
peculiarly western form of lawless­
ness.
, Alberta lawyers have been wont 
to assert that Judge Sitton's powers 
of penetration and lightning-like de­
cisions made the arguing of a case 
about unnecessary after a certain 
polnti This has been frequently com­
mented upon throughout his term on 
the Bench—most markedly so, per­
haps, In the lumber combine case of 
1907, when, after a trial lasting ten 
days, judgment was given from the 
Bench by Chief Justice Sifton against 
the combine.

His faculty of readily grasping the 
essentials of a question and discard­
ing time-wasting prolixities or un­
necessary red tape was continually 

\being evidenced on the Bench. One 
: stance was in the Base of Ernest 

shel, the yeeng desperado and 
muhdrrcr, who. after being found 
guflty'~e£niurder, escaped from the 
police. Finally captured, he wad

in conversation. He is said by his 
intimates to be quite cautious in his 
undertakings, but, as may oe looked 
for in his Scotch deterioration, he al­
ways goes far upon anything onc-e 
begun. Difficulties to him are m- 
aviodable pieces of unpleasantness to 
be brushed aside.

The Hon. Mr. Mitchell is a son of 
the late James Mitchell, Inspector 
of Lighthouses, and he was bom at 
Newcastle, N.B.. on November 90, 
1872. To most Canadians the name 
of this new Minister, together with 
his native Province, at once suggests 
another MitcLôIl of New Brunswick 
—the Hon. Peter Mitchell, one of the 
fathers of Confederation and the man 
wi>„ «*-»».. organized and administered 
the Dep,___ ;m of Marine and Fish­
eries at Ottawa. Alberta’s Attorney- 
General is, in fact, a nephew of this 
pioneer of Liberalism in New Bruns

Ur, vonAiirarl iViis ûrlllPüfinn fit.

ful, energetic man—one of the men 
from “Old Bruce” who have made good 
in the west. He ie a son of the late 
John Marshall, a pioneer of that county, 
and wae born at EUerslie on September 
24, 1872. He received hie education at 
the public schools, Walkerton High 
School and Owen Sound Collegiate. Se­
curing a teacher's certificate when only 
seventeen, the young teacher early show­
ed the bent of his mind by interesting 
himself in local politics* identifying 
himself with the Rations of Industry— 
the farmer's party in Ontario.

So effectively did he work in this 
connection that at eighteen he was ap-. 
pointed organizer for the party. The 
next election, in which seventeen of 
their candidate® were elected, 'evidenced 
the success of his efforts. Mr. Marshall 
then went to the Maritime Provinces 'n 
the interests of the party, and on his 
return to Ontario in 1896 he entered 
newspaper work. He was connected 
with The World and The News of To­
ronto until 1909, when he bought and 
edited a paper in Thornbury, and ,-n 
1903 he took over The Bracebridge Ga­
zette.

He then contested Muskoka consti­
tuency, where, although defeated, he 
cut his opponent's majority in two. 
In 1905 he came west, becoming man­
ager of the Edmonton Bulletin, and 
shortly afterwards he purchased an 
800-acre farm at Olds, which is rapidly 
becoming a model farm unden his prac­
tical management. In Alberta, Mr. Mar­
shall speedily identified himself again 
with political interests aTd here forged 
to the front by reason of his capable, 
energetic nature.

From his business experience and na­
tural sympathy with his new duties it 
is expected that Mr. Marshall's admin­
istration of the Agricultural Department 
will be a most admirable one and in the 
best interests of the Province, which 
depends to so large an extent upon upon 
its large agricultural population. In 1899 
Mr. Marshall was married to Miss Mc- 
lsaac of Charlottetown, P.E.I., and has 
a family of two children.

Hon. Archibald J. McLean, the new 
Provincial Secretary, belongs to the 
sturdy ranching class of southern 
Alberta, who first opened up to settle­
ment that present-day paradise of “Al­
berta Red" wheat. He is an excellent 
type of the successful rancher—hospit­
able, honorable, shrewd in business, 
and of a race of men whose word not 
only was as good as thcir bond, but has 
been for years accepted as such.

Mr. McLean, whose name suggests 
his Highland descent, was born at 
Aid boro', West Elgin, Ontario, on 
September 25, 1863. He moved west to 
Manitoba in 1881, and in 1887 he came 
to the sunny plains of southern Alberta 
in the famed Chinook-belt of the west. 
Here he began ranching on a large scale, 
and was for years the owner of the noted 
C. Y. ranch, a holding of 45,000 acres. 
The encroachments of farming settle­
ments with steam plows and Alberta 
Red have caused Mr. McLean, like other 
ranchers, to greatly reduce his ranch 
and stock in the past few years. He is 
now developing his coal-mining inter­
ests, which are very considerable. Mr. 
Mc^an represents the Lethbridge dis­
trict in the Legislature and ie one of 
the most popular men in the south 
country. He is somewhat reserved in 
manner, a man of few words, but of un­
usual business acumen.

In the official announcement of the 
personnel of this Cabinet the Premier 
indicated that a re-arrangement of 
the work of the various departments 
would shortly be made, and that it 
was probable there would then be two 
additional members appointed to the 
Cabinet.

A CANADIAN CITY 
WITH NOVEL TAXES

Edmonton Pats No Tax on Improve­
ments, amd Assesses Its Business 
Tax According to the Square Feet 
of Floor Space—A System That 
Works.

Fred Bates Johnson, in “The 
World’s Work” for May has an inter­
esting article concerning Edmonton’s 
system of taxation.

Here, on the main business street, 
lies an unimproved lot with a flfty- 
foot front; its value at, say, £200 a 
front foot. Is £10,000. Next to it 
lies a lot of the same size, with the 
same land value, but improved with a 
£10,000 building. Now, on the ordi­
nary basis for valuation for taxes, the
second) lot, with the £10,000 improtv- 
ment, would be taxed twice as much 
as the first. But ordinary conditions 
do not prevail in -this city. The un­
improved lot is taxed exactly the same 
as the improved lot; each Is taxed, on 
the basis of the valuation of the land 
Itself.

The city is Edmonton, capital of the 
province of Alberta, Canada—located 
one thousand miles west and north of 
Winnipeg. It is now what Winnipeg 
was twenty years ago—the outpost of 
civilization, connected with the east 
by a rapidly growing network of rail­
roads, to the west only by the trails 
of homesteaders (many from “the 
States”) who have gone to seek a 
home in this, the last great West of 
the North American continent.

Now, whether or not you like Ed­
monton’s way of doing business, you 
must admire its daring and original­
ity. Isolated as it was for years, it 
went on its independent way, writ­
ing a new chapter in the govern­
ment of cities. Maybe It is a good 
chapter, to be preserved (with cor­
rections) in the later editions; maybe 
it is a bad chapter, to be eliminated 
altogether.

Edmonton Is old as a settlement, 
.but young as a city. Its history runs 
back more than two hundred years 
into the old Hudson’s Bay Company 
times. Its development into the city 
class has been rather recent, how­
ever, and only during the last four 
years have these new theories been 
tried. 6

And what does this pioneer capital 
city of 2 3,000 inhabitants have to 
offer In the way of experiments?

In the first place It offers the novel 
scheme of taxation. Taxes are levied

wick. He received his education a 
Harkin’s Academy, Newcastle, and tne 
University o£ New Brunswick, from 
which institution he took degrees 
both in arts and civil engineering. 
Whilst benefiting by the practical na­
ture of the latter studies, Mr. Mitchell 
decided to take up the study of law 
as a denfiite profession, and he be­
gan his studies in the offices of the 
late Hon. Andrew Blair at St. John 
practising later with the Hon. L. J. 
Tweedie at Chatham. In 1897 K ng's 
College, Windsor, conferred the de­
gree of B.C.L. upon him.

In 1898 Mr. Mitchell heard the call 
of the west to young men of promise 
and came out to Medicine Hat. When 
he threw in hie fortunes with the 
ranching town, Kipling had not yet 
discovered it - nor its wonderful “base­
ment,’» and the American journalistic 
chimera that the Hat was the storm- 
centre of the west was still credited. 
There possibly were other disadvan 
tages for a young lawyer in living in 
Medicine Hat in those early days, but 
if so Mr. Mitchell has loyally forgotten 
them, and to him Medicine Hat, in the 
past, present or future, is the choicest 
spot in the great west.

It is a way of the west that it speed­
ily makes the newcomer its own.

And that pretty southern town in 
the land of the Cypress Hills con 
sidere the capable young barrster is 
deserving of the honor recently con 
ferred, or any the future holds in 
store for him. From the start he has 
been identified actively with the muni 
cipal growth of that city. Hie public 
spirit made him undertake, first as 
Councillor, a share of the municipal 
work and for several years he was 
the ( ity Solicitor. In 1507 he was 
appointed District Court Judge for 
the judicial district of Calgary.

Mr. Mitchell was married last year 
at St. Thomas, Ontario, lo Miss Clara 
Fraser, the daughter of the late 
Alexander Fraser.

Hon. Duncan Maieha’l, the Min­
ister of Agriculture in the new Ad­
ministration, as he wae in the last, 
is probably one of the most widely- 
known amhng public men of the west. 
He is prominent as a speaker and has 
addressed crowded meetings in al-^st 
every part of the Province. He ie a force-

23; hotel, 4s; chemist, 16s; and print­
ing office, 10s.

Then, too, distinctions are made in 
the same line. In drapery, for ex­
ample, each square foot of a retail 
shop is assessed at a valuation of 24s, 
whereas that of a wholesale store is 
valued at 8s. The first floor of a fur­
niture shop is assessed 6s a square 
foot, the second floor 4s, and the floor 
which contains the carpets and lin­
oleums 14s. In groceries, the whole­
saler pays 6s and the retailer 12s.

Now, take the provision for the 
professional man. His profession is 
not taxed as such. The tax is placed 
on this same basis of floor-space, the 
lawyer, for example, being assessed 
on a valuation of 12s a square foot. 
The young chap just starting up pays 
a small tax on a small space; the 
older practitioner, with his library 
rooms, reception rooms, consulting 
rooms, pays a large tax. So, too, 
with the doctor and the dentist. It 
1s interesting as a living system, any­
how. "

Non-Partisan Valuers.
Of course, these valuations also dif­

fer from year to year. This means 
that there is a large discretionary 
power lodged somewhere. It is a de­
licate job for one man. The assessing 
officer and his assistants are appoint­
ed by the city council, during good 
behaviour. No question of local or 
Dominion politics enter into it. Per­
haps that is the salvation of the, 
scheme.

In cases of alleged unfair valua­
tion, there Is an appeal to the coun­
cil, and from the council to the local 
judge. But during the year 19011 
there were less than half a dozen ap­
peals from the assessor to the coun 
cil, and only one to the court. Some­
how the plan seems to satisfy the 
harshest of tests: it works.

“This tax on land," said A. G. Har­
rison, late secretary of the local 
Board of trade, “discourages the buy 
itig and holding of unimproved land 
for speculative purposes. On the 
other hand, there is every induce­
ment to Improve, and to Improve well, 
for a very valuable Improvement pays 
no more taxes than one of nominal 
value—neither pays any.

“This premium on improvement 
and penalty for non-improvement has 
forced our city into compactness, so 
far as buildings are concerned. The 
city is built out evenly and regularly. 
So, too, the form of tax on business 
makes for compactness. Our florist 
is not going to, use more space than 
he needs, nor is our lawyer. Each 
pays on a space basis; and, in rent­
ing property, each gets just what he 
wants and not twice as much." 

Other features of this city gov- 
less interesting.

The, female house fly lays from 120 to 150 eggs at a time, and these mature in two 
weeks. Under favorable conditions the descendants of a single pair will number nullité 
in three months. Theicfore all housekeepers should commence using

WILSON’S

FLY PADS
early in the season, and thus cut off a large proportion of the summer crop.

BENNETT TO RETIRE 
FROM POLITICS SOON

G.T.P. DAILY SERVICE 
WILL START SUNDAY

Revival of tlie Rumor to the Effect Trains Will Leave Edmonton at 8.30
That He Will Quit—Declines to 
Sary Resignation Will Be Present­
ed at Conservative Caucus Next 
Week.

on only four forms of value: (1)
Land, (2) Business, (3) Income,, and' eminent are not ____
(4) Special Franchises. Aside from Suffrage Is uased on a property quali- 
the poll-tax and the1 taxes against fleation. All men, unmarried women,

AVIATOR'S DARING FLIGTH.

Brocken» Makes Sensational Flight in 
Face of High Wind.

Montreal, June 28—Difficulty was ex­
perienced today by the aviators at Avia­
tion park on account of the high wind 
which prevented operations until late in 
the afternoon. This, however, gave oc­
casion for the most remarkable flight of 
the meet so far when Brookens made a 
flight in the face of a 15 to 20-mile 
breeze off the lake, when all the other 
aerial artists had decided the weather 
was too dangerous. Brookens rose in his 
Wright biplane and circled over the 
field facing a tricky breeze. In spite of 
this he kept perfect control and in a 
sensational flight rose to a considerable 
height and seemed to have no difficulty 
in landing. Experts said* it was one of 
the most daring flights ever attempted 
and placed Brookens in a class with dar­
ing aviators. Orville Wright is said to 
bo the only American who ever attempt­
ed a flight in such a wind.

When Brcorkcns broke records for the 
Dominion with a flight cf 4,0Cn feet in 
the air and also for the first f'nw '"n 
Canada took a passenger into tne air, 
Frank Coffyn of the Wright team, soar­
ing with him, the asrent and glide down 
taking fifteen minutes. The high flight 
was made in n Wright 'biplane and a 
similar machine made another Canadian 
record when Ralph Johnston navigated 
the air over the field for 45 minutes 5 
seconds, circling around in a breeze 
without apparent difficulty. There was a 
high wind all afternoon, so high at first 
that none of the aviators expected

property-owners for ‘improvements lo­
cal to their property—the four sched­
ules constitute the basis of the city 
assessment roll. As a matter of fact, 
only three are used, because all ot 
the special franchises are owned by 
the city, and hence not taxed.

When the assessor goes round in 
tne spring, he considers three factors 
in making , up, his tBSteroient roll or 
tax duplicate—the value of the land, 
the value of the bdfeinesses afid the 
value of the incomes. The income 
tax is simple. The first 200 pounds 
of the income is exempt. Each addi­
tional two hundred of income is taxed 
at the general tax rate—6s on the 
20 pounds in 1908 above the exempted 
two hundred.

The actual cash-value of the land 
Is taken and the tax-rate applied to 
it by the assessing ^officer. “In es­
timating the land value," says the city 
charter, "regard shall be had to its 
situation and the purpose for which 
it Is used, or, if sold by the present 
owner, the purpose for which it couid 
and probably would be used in the 
next succeeding twelve months."

In other words, if there is a livery 
stable next door, this vacant lot will 
be assessed with respect to its value 
as a site for a livery stable; If the 
building happens to be a residence 
worth 5,000 pounds, the assessment 
will be on the basis of its value for 
a residence worth 6,000 pounds. If 
there be a bank next door, this lot 
will be assessed on its value as a 
possible bank site. Not that these 
examples state exactly the real situa­
tion. The property next adjoining, 
standing by itself, does not of itself 
determine this basis. All , the pro­
perty near by—the immediate neigh­
borhood—is taken into consideration.

The Tax on Business.
The tax on business Is perhaps! 

unique. The assessor fixes a ratjl 
per square foot of floor-space (irres­
pective of partitions, lifts, stairways, 
or other obstructions) of each build­
ing or part of building used for busi­
ness purposes. Then it nxes a uii- 
ferent value per square foot for each 
business, ranging from a shilling a 
square foot for the florist to 1 pound 
10s a square loot for the banker. To 
illustrate: Our florist occupies a
single-storey building 60 feet wideL7XStTvedbe7oroUrteheC roadwork”" 200 ** long, a floor-space of 10,
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ever gave opportunity for the Wright 
type of biplane to demonstrate its capa­
city for meting adverse weather condi­
tions and the work of the machine 
aroused great enthusiasm especially 
Brookens’ flight for altitude..

Leseeps made a couple of flights with 
hie Blériot machine but in the face of 
so tricky a wind he did not make any 
startling ventures contenting himself 
with soaring just above the grandstand.

McCurdy tried a couple of times to es­
say a flight with his machine Baddeck 
No. 2, but could not induce it to leave 
the ground more than a few feet. Inter­
est in the exhibition is growing slightly. 
Over four thousand people attended this 
afternoon but the attendance as on pre­
vious days was decidedly disappointing. 
Unless the remaining days show a con­
siderable increase of interest the meet 
will mean a heavy lose to the promoters.

s business, assessed on the basis of 
a shilling a square foot, is 500 pounds. 
The bank, down in the city, occu­
pies the same amount of floor-space 
as the florist, but Its business Is as­
sessed at the rate of 1 pound 10s a 
square foot, so that his valuation Is 
placed at 15,000 pounds. At the 1908 
tax-rate the florist pays 7 pounds 5s, 
and the banker pays 217 pounds 4s.

Nor does the character of the build­
ing enter Into this business tax. The 
florist, in a generous mood, may have

and widows of the full age of twenty- 
one years who are assessed on the last 
revised assessment roll for 40 pounds 
or upward make up the voting-list.
But if some man with no property 
of his own was forehanded in his 
choice of a wife, and obtained (or 
was obtained by) a woman who has say about it. 
property to the value of 40 pounds, 
this shrinking male may vote—pro­
vided he gets the consent of his wife 
In writing.

Nor is this ail. In matters in­
volving the issuance 01 bonds lor 
permanent improvements, there is an­
other list of votes to be considered— 
the "burgesses." These burgesses are 
impersonal voters—banks or other 
corporations—and there you have 
the property qualification again. A 
burgess consists of “any bank or other 
corporation assessed on the last re­
vised assessment roll as a freeholder 
or lessee of real property, which, if 
held or leased by an individual, would 
entitle him to vote"; “it shall b|e 
entitled to one vote only, which may 
be given by the chief resident officer 
of such corporation."' m certain 
cases, too, all voters may cast more 
than one vote-—they may vot ein all 
the wards in which they hold pro­
perty, and In each ward may cast sev­
eral votes .according to a sliding scale.
A voter with property between £40 
and £400 in value has one vote; be­
tween £400 and £1,000, two votes;
£1,000 to £1,600, three votes; £1,600 
and upward, four votes. This eumu- 

j lative voting, however, applies only 
in certain money-raising matters 
which, originating in the city council, 
have to be referred to the voters be­
fore finally passed—a sort of refer­
endum.

This charter—this coat of Joseph 
and its patches of Henry George, Eng­
lish civic schemes, Galveston, adapt­
ations, patches of all shades, shapes, 
sizes, colors, descriptions and imag­
inations—whence came It? In brief.
It came out of the head of one Wil­
liam Short, King’s Councillor, at one 
time mayor and now a leading citi­
zen of Edmonton. ’

“I got my ideas from the peculiar 
needs of our city,” said Mr. Short 
recently. “I did not know who Henry 
George was and the term ‘single-tax' 
was at that time outside my vocab­
ulary. Out here was our city, grow­
ing up by itself, a thousand miles 
from Winnipeg, Isolated in our far 
western position. We seemed to be­
long to no one In particular, and no 
one would assume the responsibility 
for us. We assumed it ourselves, and 
worked out our problems the best 
way we knew how. We were cut off 
from the world, in a way, and had 
the right to try our experiments In 
our own city If we wanted to. We 
did want to—and are trying. So far 
we think we have been successful.”

“And if the plan doesn’t prove it-

Calgary, June 28.—The rumor has 
been spread about the city that Mr. 
R. B. Bennett intended to resign at 
an early date, probably before the 
Conservative convention which is to 
be held here On July. 5th. Doubtless 
the rumor has been caused by the 
fact that It was announced that a 
provincial leader would be appointed 
at that meeting, for though Mr. Ben- 
nett declines to call himself the lead­
er, he is really the leader of his* 
party In the legislature, whether he 
calls himself that or not.

The rumor has been strengthened 
by the fact that Mr. Bennett has 
taken no part in the bye-elections, 
although Conservatives are very act­
ively engaged ih contesting the elec­
tions both in Medicine Hat and Ver­
milion.

“1 have not resigned,” said Mr. 
Bennett. “I have flot told any person 
that I Intended to announce my re­
signation at the Conservative caucus, 
which I believe will be held here next 
month. I know nothing of such a 
iheeting ’ except what I see in the 
newspapers.

“The rumor is news to me except 
that I Intend to retire from politics 
at an early date. I cannot say when 
that will be. That Is all that I can

a.m., and Will Reach Winnipeg 
at 4.30 p.m. Following Day.— 
Five Hours Clipped Off Best Ser­
vice at Present.

MUCH DAMAGE FROM HAIL.

made his greenery of silver and plate- self after some years?” he was asked.

Irish May Defeafl Budget.
London, June 28.—It is understood 

the Irish have decided to vote against 
the ‘budget unless they are satisfied 
there will he no compromise with the 
Opposition on the xto question.

Manitoba Flour at $5.40.
Toronto, June 28.—Manitoba flour 

has jumped ten cents per barrel. It 
is now quoted at $5-40.

glass, costing 20,000 pounds; and the 
banker, in a fit of acute penurious­
ness, may have built his bank ot 
poplar logs or peat, at a total cost 
of 40 pounds. The assessments will 
stand, anyhow, as figured out on the 
basis of floor-space, for they are not 
assessments on the shell which holds 
the business. They are occupation, 
not improvement taxes.

The basis for every business is 
fixed o%ch tax-year. About fifty de­
finite businesses are enumerated, and 
in addition there is a catch-all for 
the unclassified businesses. During 
the year 1909, each square foot of a 
millinery shop is assessed for 8s. The 
undertakers assessed on the basis of 
Ids a square foot; the ice-cream shop 
8s; piano shop. 12s; boarding house.

Young Man Driving Along Road Near 
Wainwright Was Stunned.

Lioydminster, June 28—The terrific 
hailstorm which struck Lloydfninster 
last week, fortunately without doing 
much damage, was felt even more se­
verely in the Wainwright district. A. 
J. Blackwell, the newly appointed 
homestead inspector, was driving tv 
Wainxvngki a vi was caught by the 
storm when within a few mile» of the 
town. His big driving team, mad­
dened by the heavy battering of the 
hailstones, fought and plunged to get 
away. Their frantic struggles broke a 
tug, which fell' to the ground.

The inspector's son, who was with 
him, got down to fix up the tug. As 
he reached the ground a hailstone 
struck him on the head and stunned 
him. The inspector, struggling with 
his half-crazed team, could do noth­
ing to help the boy.

Luckily the unconsciousness only 
lasted a few seconds and the boy man­
aged to regain his feet, unaided. After 
a prolonged tussle with the horses in 
the driving storm, the tug was refast­
ened r.nd Wainwright finally reached.

Bruises on His Arms.
Relating his experiences in Lioyd­

minster this week the inspector strip­
ped .his arms- and showed1 bruises as 
big as half a dollar and assured his 
hearers .that the rest of his body was 
equally battered. Considering the in­
terval of nearly a week that had elap­
sed it was convincing testimony to 
the tremendous impact of the hail­
stones. His son has suffered the same 
i rui -ing, but no bad after effects from 
the blow on the head. The damage 
dene to Wainwright hotel is estimated 
at fully one thousand dollars.

Births in Lioydminster.
Lonely • bachelors in the west, elig­

ible spinsters in the East, and there 
ir. the unequal balance with, its short­
age of girls here, you have the prob­
lem of the prairies. Lioydminster is 
grappling effectively with the problem 
these days. Girl babies are arriving 
daily, sometimes in couples. Here 
is the achievement of five short days: 
To Mr.7, and Mrs. T. E. Low, a daugn- 
ter, to 'Mr. and Mrs. Wallis, a daugr- 
ter, to Mr. and 'Mrs. Farley a daugh­
ter, while the press, always, potent 
for good, has crowned the record with 
a glorious pair of girl twins presented 
to the worthy local editor.

The daily through passenger ser­
vice of the Grand Trunk Pacific rail­
way between Edmonton and Winni­
peg, will be inaugurated on Sunday 
morning next, July ..3rd. Beginning 
that day, passenger trains of standard 
new equipment throughout, with 
sleeping cars and dining cars attached 
will leave Edmonton and Winnipeg 
every morning. Advice to this effect 
was received at the Jasper avenue of­
fices of the company on Wednesday 
from W. P. Hinton, of Winnipeg, gen­
eral passenger agent. As forecasted 
in the Bulletin on Thursday last, the 
inauguration of the through, daily 
passenger service will coincide with 
the starting of the daily freight ser­
vice which is announced for Monday, 
July 4th.

Five Hours Nearer Winnipeg.
The city of Winnipeg will be 

brought five hours nearer Edmopton 
by the new G. T. P. passenger ser­
vice, which starts next Sunday morn­
ing. The Canadian Northern railway 
have been running their trains on a 
thirty-five hour schedule. The Grand 
Trung Pacific at the outset will make 
the trip of 792.9 miles between the 
capital of Alberta and the capital ot 
Manitoba in thirty hours. This time 
is eight hours better than that made 
by the Canadian Pacific railway, al­
lowing the quickest connections at 
Calgary. The time of a direct trip to 
Winnipeg over the C. P. R. varies 
from thirty-eight to forty-two hours.

Convenient Time Table.
The time of the arrival and depar­

ture of the G. T. P. passenger trains 
at Edmonton and Winnipeg will be 
most convenient to the travelling pub­
lic. The time set for leaving Edmon­
ton for the east is half-past nine 
o’clock In the morning. The train 
from the east reaches Edmonton at 
a quarter past eight o’clock Ip the 
evening. This train leave» Winnipeg 
at three o’clock in the afternoon of 
the preceding day.

"In that case, we will try another,” 
he smiled in reply. "And another, 
and another, and another, again and 
again," he might have added. For 
that is the way this type works—the 
pioneer type of the city.

ROGERS TO SUCCEED ROBLIN. .

Attitude of Conservatives Indicate He 
Will be Next Premier.

Manitou, Man., June 28—The Invi­
tation of Conservatives to roll up the 
largest majority ever for the next 
premier in this constituéney is inter­
preted by Liberals as an indication of 
the early retirement of Premier Rob- 
lin, and the assumption of the prem­
iership by Hon. RobL Rogers.

This is the time table to be fol-
lowed:-
Miles. Eastbonnd.

.0. . -Lv. Edmonton .. . 9.30 a.m.
326.3. .. At. Saskatoon . .10.05 a.m.
792.9. . .Ar. Winnipeg . . 

Westbound.
. 4.30 p.m.

.0. . .Lv. Winnipeg .. . 3.00 p.m.
466.6. .. Ar. Saskatoon . . 7.30 a.m.
792.9. .. Ar. Edmonton . . 8.16 p.m.

Young Hero Drowned.

Ottawa, July 1.—Mrs.rWm. Holtby, 
of Gladstone avenue, received a tele­
gram from Chapleau, Ont., announcing 
the death of her grandson, little 
Nelson Dafoe, through a drowning ac­
cident. Further particulars relate 
that Nelson, who was only eleven, had 
sacrificed his life in trying to save his 
little brother, Albert, aged six, who 
had fallen Into the lake. Albert was 
saved by some men who were near the 
shore. Nelson was a great favorite.

For Western Canada’s Great Industrial 
Fair at Winnipeg, Man., July 13th to 
23rd, 1910, the Canadian Pacific Rail­
way will have in effect special rates. 
For full particulars as to rates, limits, 
etc,, apply to nearest Canadian Pacific 
Ticket Agent.

Between Edmonton and Winnipeg
Between Edmonton and Winnipeg 

there is a difference of time of one 
hour. It will be noted that the down 
trip is made a quarter of an Hour 
quicker than the trip up from Win­
nipeg.
Winnipeg Welcomes Announcement.

Winnipeg, Jue 29—At last the wel­
come annoucement of the Grand 
Trunk Pacific daily train service from 
Winnipeg to Edmonton has come, and 
a thirty-hour trip is promised, to 
commence Sunday afternoon at 3 
o'clock. From the Edmonton end, the 
train starts at 9.30 a.m., arriving in 
Winnipeg at 4 p.m., Monday, July 4, 
and the same day at 8.16 p.m. the 
train from Winnipeg will arrive In 
Edmonton. The service to Saskatoon, 
which has been 18 1-2 hours, is cut 
to 17 1-2 hours and the through ser­
vice is five hours shorter than the 'best 
hitherto provided, though the distance 
is only 34 miles shorter.

Best In Modern Railroading.
For this new service the Grand 

Trunk Pacific has been preparing for 
months. The trains to be used on the 
runs are all in readiness, consisting of 
new engines of the 600 series, new 
coaches, baggage cars and sleepers and 
diners, and everything throughout is 
to be of the latest and best type in 
modern railroading.

Occasion to be Honored.
A number of officials will be on the 

first of the dally trains each way, and 
the occasion of the "inauguration of 
this fast service will, be honored at 
various points along the line.

In making out the new schedule 
there was no difficulty to contend with 
as the gradients are so equable and 
the curvatures so easy and few that 
an average speed can easily be main­
tained. The down trip, as will be 
seen by the time table, is to be made 
in 15 minutes less than the western 
one.

C. M. Hay#, the president, and E. 
J. Chamberlain, vice-president and 
general manager, are at present In the 
west and when they return, as they 
are expected to do, together, there will 
most likely be another Important an­
nouncement. -,


