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From Dicken'rt llomehold Word».
AT HOME WITH THE RUSSIANS.

An English latljr who. for ten years, was do
mesticated among the Russians, and did not 
quit their country until some time alter the 
commet.cement of the present war, has just 
published—under the tille of An English
woman in Russia--throe hundred and fifty 
pages of information upon the actual state of 
society in that empire. The hook confirms 
ideas familiar to many people ; hut. inasmuch 
as it does this in the most satisfactory wo v. 
whulv by illustrations drawn from personal 
oxpjricece or information of a trustworthy 
kind, its value is equal to its interest. Having 
read it we lay it down, and here make note of 
some of the impressions it has left upon us.

Unless, from one who has been tor a long 
Umo an English resident, and who can speak 
without passion, it is not easy to get clear 
▼lows of the internal state of Russia. Despotism 
has esHblished there so strict a censorship, 
that oven the Russian scholar only learns ns 
much of liis own country as the emperor shall 
please, and a learned traveller assured our 
countrywoman that, of an account written by 
him of his journeys in the north of Asia, only 
those parts were allowed to be published1 
wjierein nothing was said tending to expose 
t(ie desolation of the laud. The regions of the 
barren north were no more to be confessed 
than a defeat in arms. The great historian of 
Russia—Ksramsin—was obliged to read his

Ei to the emperor before he was allowed to 
ish them. Not only a certain claas of 
, but also a certain class of thoughts, are 
rigidly kept from the public mind.

Gne of the best living Russian authors com-

Bvd to tho Engl ish woman that all those 
of his works that ho valued most had 

cut oat hy tho censor. He wrote a play 
containing, as he thought, some admirable 

speeches ; it came buck to him from the censor's 
office with every one of them erased, and only 
the light conversation left as fit for tho amuse
ment of tho public. Shakespeare is honoured 
greatly by tno trading class, and translations 
of King Lear and Hamlet arc frequently uer- 
formod ; but ull those of Shakespeare's mays 
wliïeh contniu sentiments of liberty, such us 
Julius Vicsar, are excluded hy the censor. A 
Russian writer wished to produce a play, on 
40U10 subject in Euglisii history ; upon which 
he consulted with our countrywoman. Every 

was found dangerous. The story of 
iffrida, daughter of the Earl of Devonshire, 

was suggested. The Russian shook his head, 
ft would not be allowed -4 Why not* It is 
a legend of a thousand years ago.’*—14 Why, 
they would never let Elfrida’s husband cheat 
tho king.”—14 But lie was not a Csar.”—44 No 
matter. The act is the same, and the possi
bility of a crowned head's being deceived would 
never be admitted by tho Gear.”

The Car of Russia practically stands before 
the grcutei number of tho subjects as a little 
more than God. 41 The Czar is near,—God is 
fur off/’ is a common Russian saying. 44 God 
and the Czar know it/1 is the Russian for oar 
44 Heaven knows V* A gentleman describing 
one evening the emperor’s reception on the 
route to Moscow, said, 44 1 assure you, it was 
gratifying in the extreme ; for the peasants 
knelt as he passed, just as if it were the 
Almighty himself.” And who shall contradict 
this deity ! Our countrywoman was once at 
the opera when the emperor was graciously 
disposed to applaud Madame Castellan by the 
clapping of bis bauds. Immediately some one 
hiasL-d. l'c top.'iited hie applause;—the liiss 
was rep-*ntcd. ills majesty stood up—looked 
round the bouso with dignity—and, for the 
third time, ealeronly clapped his hands. Tho 
hiss followed again. Thun a tremendous scuffle 
over-head. The police had caught the impious 
oflbnder.—An example of another kind was 
made by a young lady whose brother was killed 
at Kalafat, and who, on receiving now» of bis 
death, smiled, and said, “ She was rejoiced to 
hear it, as he had died for the emperor.” 
Imperial mubificcnco rewarded her with a 

ilendid dowry, and the assurance that her 
jture fortune ahould be cured for.
There is need now to encourage a «bow of 

patriotism. The Englishwoman who, on her 
return, found London streets a» full of peace 
aa when she quitted them ;—hadleftSt. Petera- 
burgh wearing a far different aspect. Long 
lines of cannon and ammunition-waggons 
drawn np here and there; parks of artillery 
continually dragged shoot ; outworks being con
structed ; regiments marching in and oet ; whole 
armies submitting tu inspection and departing on 
their mission, told of the deadly struggle to which 
the Cut's ambition had committed him. There 
wee no hoar in which wretched rcernits might 
not be seen tramping in wearily hy hundreds sad 
by theesaods, to receive the emperor’» approval. 
It is hard for aa ie this eoeetry to conceive the 
misery attending the terrible eeneeriptioei which

Si the subject of the Reason empira, 
d recruits, hardly a yoeag man is to be 
n any of the villages; the pom roads ate 
heiag all needed by woewe aad girls. Men 

token from their home and families leave behind, 
meoeg the women, broken ties and the fnnndetinn 
ef a d-eedfel mam ef vice and immortality. It la

spl
ill

True communism,” said a Russian noble, 44 is 
lo be found only in Russia.”

On-! morning a poor woman went cryinc 
bitterly lo the Englishwoman, saving that her 
two nephews had josl been forced from ht>r 
house to go if-to the army. •' l tried”—we leave 
I lie r«-later of these things to speak in her own 
iiiiprcs«ivo woid»—44 1 tiit d to console her, savin» 
that they would return w hen the war was over , 
hut this only made her more distressed. * No, 

!’ exclaimed eho. in the deepest foiiovv, 4 they 
will never come back any mote ; the Russians aie 
beaten in every place.’ Until Utely the lower 
classes were always convinced that tho emperor’s 
Hoops were invincible ; but it seems, by what she 
s iid, that even they have got to know something 
of tho truth. A foreigner in St. Petersburgh 
informed me that be had ‘ gone to sec the recruits 
that morning, but there did not seem to he much 
pjtfiotUm among them: there t.as nothing but 
s »bs and tears to be seen among those who were 
pronounced fit for service, whilst the rejected 
ones were frantic with delight, snd bowed end 
crossed themselves with the greatest gratitude/ ” 
Reviews were being held almost daily when the 
Englishwoman left, and sbg was told that, on 
one occasion, when reviewing troops destined for 
the South, the emperor was struck with the 
forlorn and dejected air of the poor sheep whom 
he waa aending to the slaughter.

44 Hold your head up ! ” he exclaimed angrily.
Why do you look eo miserable? There ie 

nothing to cause you to be eo?” There ie 
something to cause kirn to be eo, we are very 
much disposed to think.

But we did net mean to tell about the war. 
The vast empire over which the Gear has rule ie 
in a half civilised—it would be almost more 

to cay—in an uncivilised elate. Great 
navigable rivera roll ueeleae through extensive 
wilds. Except the excellent roads that connect 
St. Petersburg with Moscow and with Warsaw, 
and a few fragmenta of toad serving as drivea in 
the immediate vicinity of these towns, there are 
no roada at all in Rueeia that are roada in any 
civilieed sense. The post-roads of the empire are 
clearings through wood, with bougha of trees 
laid here and there, tracks over steppes and 
through morasses There is everywhere the 
grandeur of nature ; hut it ie the grandeur of its 
solitudes. A few huts surround government post 
stations, and small brick houses at intervals of 
fifteen or twenty miles along the routes are the ! 
halting places of gangs destined for Siberia. A j 
few log hula, many of them no better than the ! 
wig warns of Red Indians, some of them adorned 
with elegant wood tracery, a line of auch 
dwelliege, and commonly also a row of willows 
by the waycide, indicate a Russian village. A 
number of churches and monasteries with domes 
and cupolas, green gilt, or dark blue, studded 
with golden sura, and surmounted each hy a 
cross standing on a crescent ; barracks, a govern
ment school and a post-office ; a lew good houees, 
and a great number of huts—constitute a Russian 
provincial town, and the surrounding waatca or 
foresu shut it in. The rapid traveller who follows 
one of the two good lines of road, and aeea only 
the show-places of Koscian civilisation, may be 
very much deceived. Yet even here he is 
deceived only by a show. The great buildings 
that appear so massive are of stuccoed brick, and 
even the massive grandeur of the quay», like that 
of infinitely greater work», the Pyramids, is 
allied cloaely to the barbarous. They were 
constructed at enormoua sacrifice of life. The 
foundations of St. Peteraborg were laid by levies 
of men who perished by hundreds of thousands in 
the work, One hundred thousand died of famine 
only-

'The civilisation of the Russian capital is not 
more than skin-deep. One may see this any day 
i-i the streets. The pavements are abominable. 
Only two or three atrecia are lighted with gas ; 
in the real oil glimmers. The oil lamps are the 
dimmer for being subject to the speculation of 
officials. Three wicks are charged for, and two 
only are burnt : the difference is pocketed by the 
police. AH the boat shops are kept by foreigners, 
the native Roaeian shops twin* mostly ^ collected 
in a central haxaar, Goetinoi Dwor. The shop
keepers appeal to the ignorance of a half-bar
barous nation by putting pietores of their trades 
over their doors; nod in his shep s Ruaaian 
strives to chest with orieoul recklessness. Every 
shop in St. Petertburg contains s mirror for the 
use of tho customers. 44 Minors,” rays tho 
Englishwoman, •• hold the name position in 
Russia as clocks do in England. With us time 
is valuable ; with them appearance. They care 

false appra!a:.cc.” They 
even peint their face's. The lower class'* oi 
women use a greet deal of wh.te paint, aud, as it 
contains meteury, it injures alike hoaltia and skin. 
A young man paying hie court to a gin generally 
presents her with am of red and white paint to 
improve her looks; and in the upper classes 
ladies are oftee Ie he seen by ooc another, ns 
they arrive al s house, openly moping their 
faces before entering the drawing-mum.

The* are small things, indicative of an 
extensive principle. Peter tho Great undertook 
to civilke Buraia hy a coup de main. A walk is 
shown at 8t. Petersburg along v hrh he made 
worn* march uetelled botwc u: f ' f olditry 
te seceatem the* lo go unveiled, ii. ; civilisation 
is eel lo he UmeiuesS into a on' y impérial 
edict, nsd ever slow Peter tho Grra » time

what it is not, namely, tho equivalent to nations 
that have become civilised in the slow lapse of 
lime. It can only support, or attempt to support, 
this reputation hy deceit. It must hide/or attempt 
tu bide—and it has hidden from many eyes with 
much success its tuara «>f barbari'in, while by 
clever and assiduous nnivi,i*»n, as well as by 
pretensions cunningly sum ined, it must put 
forward a allow of having wh*t ii only in >oiue 
few directions oven strives to

The éléments of civilisation Re.-via has. in a 
copious language, soft and beautiful without 
bring effeminate, and a good l.- irlcd 
would become a nubie peuple under better 
government. Their character is stained rluetly 
by ignorance and fear. The bett class of Rus
sians—especially those who arc not templed by 
poverty to the meanness that in Russia is almost

At pieeent, that day seems lo be very distant. 
The ignorant home blares, like the negroes 
holding the same rank cite where, are treated as 
children. A n»-\v footman, in a household which 
the Englishwoman visited—a n an six feet two 
out of his shoes—was found to have an aptitude 
ior breakage, lie was told one day that when 
next ho let anything faillie would be punished. 
On the day following bo dropped the fish-! die in 
handing fish at the beginning of dinner. He 
h.oked dul< fully at his master, expecting that 
blows would be ordered. His mretreve—put him 

people. il»at in the corner! Their ignorance is lamentable.
A Russian gentleman returned from abroad, . 
where he had seen better things, determined to 
devote his life and fortune to the enlightenment 
of hie peasantry. Their priest taught them that 
h-‘ was destroying ancient customs, and that his

the only road lo wealth—are boundlessly h«w- design was lo subvert the religion of their fore- 
pitable, kindly, amiable almost beyond the j fathers. 44 The consequence was that the slaves 
borders of sincerity, but not with the de.'ign of formed s conspiracy against him, and shot him 

They are humane to their serfsbeing insincere 
and although this class enfler» in Russia troubles 
that surpass those of the negro slaves, it is not 
from the proper gentlemen and ladies of the 
country that this suffering directly comes. XV hen 
the noble proprietor himself lives in tiie white 
house that peeps from among trees, side by side 
with the gilt dome of its church, the slaves on 
the estate are reasonably happy. It is not true 
that a Russian gentleman is frequently intoxicated. 
A Russian lady never is so. Of the government 
functionaries, who form a large class of the 
factitious nobility snd gentry of the empire, no 
good is to be said : they are tempted to pillage 
and extortion under a system that ill radiates 
from a great centre of deceit. Osivnation is the 
rule. A post-master, a colonel in rank, receiving 
forty pounds a year and without private estate, 
is to be seen keeping a carnage, four horses, two 
footmen, and a coachman, liis wife gees ex
travagantly dressed : she his two or three children, 
a maid and a cook to keep ; hut *he can afford to 
pay s costly visit every reason to the capital. 
Thie system of false pretension ruins the cha
racter of thousands upon thoitsimds. It niak* s of 
Russia what it is,—a land eaten up with fraud 
and lying. Living near turh a colonel post
master, the Englishwoman rouhl observe Ins 
mode of operation. He was alunit to psy a visit 
to St. Petersburg, hui wanted money. His 
expedient was to eend an < no minus order tor 
iron, for the use of pevrrnment, to a nt h iron
master in the town. The iron-master knew that 
gold, not iron, was the metal wanted ; and as he 
dared not exposu hirost-11 to tho anger of a govern
ment official, he was glid to eumpioinise the 
matter by the payment «I a round sum of silver 
roubles as a fine for default in execution of the 
order. The habit ol obitntaiion—barbarous in 
itself, which destroys the usefulness ami eredit 
of the employes of government—tempts the poor 
nobles also lo a forfeiture of their own honour 
snd self-respect.

It runs into everything, h'vgn in the most 
cultivated classes, few Russian* who have not 
gone out of Russia for thrir knowledge are 
really well-informed. They have learnt two or 
three modern languages, a*.d little else. Yet 
they cultivate a tact in conversing with an air of 
wisdom upon topics about which they arc almost 
wholly uninformed, and after an hour’s sustain- 
meul of a false assumption, show perhaps, by 

useless question, that iliey cannot have 
understood properly a syllable upon tho points 
under discussion. Their emptiness of minois a 
political institution. “If three Russians talk 
together, one is a spy,” Hand* with them as a 
social proverb. They are forbidden to express 
their own opinions upon ere*» movements in the
world ; theii Ct iisoi.-b p du, « fm'ii tl’»n the
noblest lut rat uic ; tiuy mon ground
of conversation left V.i.t ih ' merits of rcloi.s and 
actresses, the jests ni h» fast fnrcc or trash

ore

one evening as he was reading a book in his own 
sitting-room.99

(To be coetineed.)

Gun Cotton.—It is said that this pow
erful agent is about to be made serviceable 
in the Eastern war, and guns adapted to its 
use are now in process of manufacture for 
the Austrian Government. A letter from 
Vienna haa the following:—

44 Thirty-two of the new guns (four bet- 
teries) to be used with gun cotton are 
already finished, and it is believed that 166 
more (16 batteries) are extremely reserved 
just at present, but still it has transpired 
that only twelve-pounders will in future be 
cast, ‘ ns they need not be heavier in metal 
than the old six-pounder—if gun cotton is 
used—and almost all the Russian field bat
teries are composed of twclve-poundere/ 
The experiments with gun cotton still con
tinue, and one result is too remarkable not 
to be mentioned: A 19-lb. ball was fired 
from a gun charged with powder at some 
thick hoards prepared for the purpose, and 
another ball of the same weight was fired 
from one of the new guns charged with gun 
cotton ; 4 although the new gun was 100 
yards farther from the target than the old 

the hole made by the shot of the former 
was well defined and clean, while the orifice 
made by tho latter was jagged and sp lintery.”

How Abernetht got Married.—Have
I mentioned the recent death of the widow 
of the late John Abernethy, the great sur
geon? She was well on to eighty. There 
is a story of tho way in which Abernethy 
got this woman to marry him. Once up
on a time he went to church, and won shown 
into a pew where there were two ladies. 
He had no prayer-book, and the lady hand
ed him one. They walked out of tho pew 
together, and found, at the porch, that it 
wa.s raining heavily. Abernethy offered to 
take them home in his carriage, which was 
waiting. They had some chat, in the course 
of which it came out that they were mother 
and daughter, not very well off, and widow 
und daughter of an officer in the army. 
Abernethy snt them down at their hnntblc 
dwelling. As lie stood at their table lie 
Immlvd his card to the daughter, and said:
II Young laily, I am Mr. Abernethy, the 
surgeon. 1 Itave never married, lor I ne-

roiocdy, or th*u *im« c-f il ? opera,—in which j ver could rpare the lime. 1 should like to 
place, by-thc-by, such opens as XX’illiam Tell j marry you. If you would simply write me 
end Massanicllo aru performed with new libretti, |a Rnc on Tuesday, saying whether you will 
from which all taint of a lore of liberty ha. beer, I hilvc mC| 1 slm„ co„ lhc llcxt day aild take
expunged. Feeling the weakness of all this, and 
in a great many cases secretly resenting it, the 
men ahrug their shoulders and say, “ What would 
you have? Wo must play cards and talk of the 
odd trick.” While our countrywoman was 
staying with a friendly Russian lady, an old 
gentleman called lo borrow a few roubles, got 
them, nnd departed. 44 Ah, poor man,” said the 
lady, when ho was gone,44 think how unfortunate 
he has been. Ileouco possessed fourteen thousand 
slaves, and lie has lost them all at cards.” The 
English visitor expressed regret that a man of 
his years *!>nuM be thn proy of such a vice. 
44 How old do y hi tMak him?” was then asked. 
44 Oh, sixty ; l il.e liust.” 14 Sixty ! ilo is past 
eighty, only he wear.-* n wig, paints his eyebrows, 
sad rouges to mike iiiim-eif look younger.”

Tho Ku&tii&n lu/Ii.is have little to do but read 
dissolute French novels (which the censorship 
does not exclude), dress and undress, talk 
slander, and criticise the dresse* of themselves 
and one another. Their slaves do all that might 
usefully occupy their bends, and they are left to 
idleness; which results in a horrible amount of 
immorality. Tho trading classes snd officials 
talk almost exclusively of money. The enelaved 
peasants, bound lo the soil, content " hnn they 
are not much beaten, bjjy *wcr the \\hoh coiu.'.ry 
their plnintive '•"*»»;*» (they aro all set in 
minor key), and eaca carne» an axe in his u tif.lt»

Haitian emplie he* base labouncj tu sund fot|fot U»o <*»y nuy cose when ho find. leWB

you to church." He could only spare 
fifteen minute, in the house; and, when he 
cr.me out, was the accepted of a very prêt 
ty woman. They were married on Tues
day, and he drove home with her to the 
stately msnsion, of which she thus became 
the mistress. "My dear,” slid he, after 
ho hid introduced her to lomcofhii friends 
assembled lo receive her, “ you muit ex
cuse me until 3 o’clock, for l’havc to give 
my lecture at Bartholomew’! Hospital, 
which I cannot omit on any account.” 
They were a very happy couple; and when 
Abernethv died, in 1831, hia widow came 
in for all hie wealth, estimated at something 
like £100,000.

Intelligence from Persia iaunfavouiable. 
Ruaaian influence, at Teheran predominates. 
The English ambassador and M. Bonne 
were about to present en ultimatum to the 
Shah, demanding en auxiliary corps of 
thirty thousand men.

Queen Elizabeth, when she visited Wor- 
cîsitr, borrowed 900/. of the Corporation, 
which still stands ee a •* had debt” on the
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